
Daniel: Living Redemptively in Challenging Times
Daniel 8,9 - 13 November 2019
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6 Important Themes (7-12)

the horror of human evil 

a specific time of deliverance 

repentance -> deliverance 

cosmic war behind human 
conflict 

the certainty of judgment 

God’s people will experience new 
life in the fullest sense 

(NIVAC 201)
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8:1-4

Two years have passed 
since the vision of Daniel 7 

There is very little 
disagreement over the 
interpretation of these 
visions in chapter 8 

Daniel’s first vision is of a 
horned goat, fearsome and 
dreadful (Medo-Persia)
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8:5-8

Now a powerful goat 

More powerful than the 
ram 

It moves with incredible 
speed and force 

Its end is dramatic and 
sudden
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8:9-12

the “glorious land” is 
Palestine - notably so given 
the yearning of the exiles 

This is a cosmic struggle 

1 Maccabees 1:56,57 - “it 
will throw truth to the 
ground”
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8:13,14

“How long?” is a frequent 
OT lament 

Celestial beings 
communicating with each 
other 

Daniel is addressed 
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8:15-17

This is the second half of 
the chapter 

A desire to understand will 
be met with an 
interpretation 

Gabriel is under orders, 
and Daniel responds in 
reverence 
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8:17 - “time of the end”

“‘Time of the end’ is the 
general prophetic 
expression for the time 
which, as the period of 
fulfillment, lies at the end of 
the existing prophetic 
horizon” (NIVAC 206)
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8:18-22

“indignation” - wrath (8:19) 

The ram is Media and Persia 
(two horns) 

The goat is Greece 

The single horn is Alexander 
the Great  

The four kingdoms are the 
Diadochi (Alexander’s 
powerful generals)
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8:23-27

2nd Century B.C. - 
Antiochus Epiphanes (8:23) 

“completely wicked” 

“fearful destruction” 

167 B.C. - “the abomination 
that causes desolation”
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9:1-3

9:1 - 538,539, 50 years 
after the exile 

9:2 - The Babylonian exile 
will last 70 years 

This prayer, like all prayer, 
is a petition, motivated by 
Daniel’s proper 
understanding of God
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9:4-6

A model prayer 

A recognition of who God 
is 

A specific confession  

Again, we have 
acknowledgement of the 
ultimate source of the 
prophet’s words (9:6)
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9:7,8

Notice that the judgment is 
personal (“you have 
driven…” 

The transgression is also 
personal 

Daniel’s prayer does not 
exclude himself, even 
though there would be 
good reason to
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9:9-11

It is Daniel’s confidence in 
the LORD that drives his 
prayer 

The disobedience of Israel 
was not from ignorance 

“transgressed” is a word for 
a clear violation (trespass)
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9:12-14

Israel’s God and Israel’s 
disgrace are both famous 

They have not sought 
mercy, repentance or 
wisdom 

God was right in what He 
did and did not act in an 
arbitrary way
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9:15,16

The Exodus was the 
defining moment in the 
history of Israel 

It was to bring God glory 

To “become a byword” is to 
become notorious
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9:17-19

“for your own sake…” 

Daniel’s prayer is steeped 
with humility and concern 
for the welfare of God’s 
people and the land he 
loves 

Any mercy and favor shown 
will only serve to glorify Him
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9:20-23

Gabriel may have had the 
task of interpreter among 
the angels 

Daniel’s prayer was not even 
finished when the answer 
came 

It would be hard to overstate 
how encouraging the words 
of this messenger are (9:23)
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9:20-23 continued

“The Lord is more eager to 
answer than we are to ask, 
and in Daniel's case there 
were powerful grounds for 
a speedy reply, reassuring 
him of the Lord's intention 
to bring to an end the 
seventy years of Israel's 
captivity.”
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9:24,25

or “Seventy sevens” (9:24) 

There are six actions here, 
which may all ultimately be 
inaugurated at the 
appearing of Christ 

He may be the “Anointed 
One” (9:26) 
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9:26,27

One commentator referred 
to the “morass of 
interpretations of this 
enigmatic oracle” 

This is one of the most 
difficult passages I’ve ever 
wrestled with
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