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6:1,2

Darius moves to organize 
his kingdom 

It appears that a “satrap” is 
like a governor 

There are 3 
"commissioners” with 
Daniel serving as a kind of 
Prime Minister
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6:3

Daniel’s excellence cannot be 
hidden 

He remains “distinguished” 

Darius recognizes his 
greatness and plans to 
elevate him as high as 
possible 

All of this sets up what is to 
come
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6:4

Proverbs 6:34 

Daniel’s rise comes at a cost 

“no ground for complaint” 

“he was faithful … no error 
or fault” 

Opposition does not mean 
fault
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6:5

Daniel, from the beginning 
until now, has been faithful 

Obedience to God is exclusive 

Daniel cannot and will not 
serve any foreign gods 

“The way to get Daniel was to 
force him to choose between 
obedience to his God and 
obedience to the government.”
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6:6,7

“All the high officials…” 
except Daniel 

The note of self-serving 
praise is struck again 

They misrepresent Daniel 

This would unify the 
kingdom under their new 
overlords!
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6:8,9

This is a matter of honor 

“Royal code of honor 
would have made it out of 
the question for the king to 
rescind an order.” 

Darius does not imagine 
the implications of what he 
is about to do
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6:10

Daniel is a good 
administrator 

Notice that his windows are 
facing Jerusalem 

Daniel deliberately 
disobeys the law because it 
is in direct contradiction to 
God’s Word
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6:11,12

The conspiracy springs into 
action 

“anyone who makes petition 
to any god or man…” 

Darius is, again, not seeing 
what he should see 

Can these laws do what they 
say they can do?
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6:13

The officials reduce Daniel 
to an “exile” 

His rise has obviously 
offended them 

Daniel 3:12 - “these men…” 

The accusation is one of 
personal disrespect
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6:14,15

Perhaps the conspirators 
do not expect Darius’ 
reaction  

He works tirelessly to save 
Daniel 

The conspirators are blind 
to the king’s pain and to the 
injustice they are pursuing
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6:16,17

Darius is trapped - Daniel is 
unceremoniously thrown into the den 
of lions 

Darius’ farewell address to Daniel is 
very revealing  

“The stone closing the pit was sealed 
in some way with several different 
seals to prevent it being tampered 
with in the night. Possibly a cord or 
cloth was fastened across the rock 
using clay, into which the seals were 
impressed.”
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6:18

Darius is in despair 

He finally apprehends what 
he has unwittingly done 

The king whose word 
cannot be changed would 
do almost anything to 
change it
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6:19,20

v. 19 bristles with dramatic 
tension 

It is not difficult to imagine 
that Darius never did 
anything in haste 

He is in anguish 

He repeats his praise of 
Daniel and affirms that God is 
the “living God”
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6:21,22

Daniel’s God has been, and 
is, able 

Daniel is genuinely interested 
in the king’s well-being 

Is this the same angel that 
was sent to the fiery furnace? 

Before God and king - Daniel 
is blameless
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6:23,24

Joy comes in the morning 

Daniel is unharmed 
expressly because of his 
trust in God 

Darius’ joy turns quickly to 
wrath 

The men and their families 
are not spared harm
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6:25,26

We again see the scope of 
the kingdom Darius has 
won 

Darius opens with a wish for 
peace and then again 
recognizes God for who He 
is 

He recognizes his kingdom 
for what it is: temporary
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6:27,28

God is mighty to save 

No one is saved from the 
power of lions 

Daniel remains in public 
service - undoubtedly 
influencing the return of 
the exiles to Judah 

The narrative ends here
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