
Daniel: Living Redemptively in Challenging Times
Daniel 7 - 30 October 2019
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Apocalyptic

born in oppression 

delivered by angels 

fantasy symbolizing reality 

vision is sealed for the “last 
days”
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The focus

Not to exhaustively 
interpret all visions 

As throughout Daniel, and 
all apocalyptic literature - 
to inspire God’s people 

Hope 

God’s Sovereignty
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Intro (7:1)

The events of Daniel 5 & 6 
take place after the events 
of Daniel 7 

Chapter 7 parallels 
Chapter 2 

Four empires, followed by 
a Fifth 

The Messiah will lead it
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7:2,3

“ I saw in my vision…” 

“The great sea” - possibly the 
Mediterranean and the turbulent 
Gentile world 

“The four winds represent God's 
judgments, hurling themselves 
on the ungodly nations from all 
four points of the compass.” 

Four fearsome beasts (Babylon, 
Persia, Greece, Rome)
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7:4

Babylon is the “golden 
head” here represented by 
the king of beasts 

Nebuchadnezzar’s pride, 
insanity, and humiliation 
may be on display here 

The beast is given the 
“mind of a man” - possibly 
referring to his restoration
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7:5

This verse suggests the 
alliance of two powers 
(Medes, Persians) with one 
having the upper hand 

The Persians conquered 
three other kingdoms  

Notice that there is no 
conflict between lion and 
bear
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7:6

Alexander and Greece may 
be the fourth empire 

His kingdom was divided 
among four generals after 
his death 

He won his empire swiftly 

334-331
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7:7

“terrifying, dreadful and 
exceedingly strong” 

ten horns and ten toes (2:41) 

“…more crushing in its 
military power, exploitation, 
and repression than the other 
three.” 

The “glory” of Rome was won 
this way
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7:8

pride and honor is often 
described in the Bible as a 
lifted-up horn. (1 Sam. 2:1; 
Psalm 89:17-25) 

as a powerful animal lifts its 
head high 

this is “uncalled-for pride … 
a rebellious refusal to submit 
to God.” (NIVAC 189)
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7:9,10

Everything changes in these 
verses 

“clothing … white as snow” - 
righteousness 

“hair … like pure wool” - wisdom 

“fiery flames … burning fire” - 
power in judgment 

God will hold all to account - 
nothing is hidden from Him

11

7:11,12

this is the horn from 7:8 

This seems to be the 4th 
beast 

He is utterly destroyed 

The other beasts face 
humiliation but the timing 
of their judgment is in 
God’s hands
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7:13,14

“clouds of heaven … son of 
man” 

Psalm 68:4 

Psalm 104:3,4 

Nahum 1:3 

These are human-like 
persons (Ancient of Days 
and son of man) 
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7:15,16

Daniel is understandably 
upset 

Daniel asks an angel for 
help in understanding what 
he has experienced 

“Daniel looks into the abyss 
of human evil and into the 
very throne room of 
God.” (NIVAC 188)
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7:17,18

This is the most basic 
understanding of what 
Daniel has seen 

“saints” here could refer to 
angelic beings 

“The exiled Israelites are not 
just engaged in an earthly 
battle, but one with heavenly 
significance” (NIVAC 189)
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7:19-22

Daniel asks for further clarity 
about the earlier vision (19,20) 

The focus is the terrible fourth 
beast, its war against the 
saints, and initial victory (v.21) 

“until…” 

The Most High takes care of 
His saints (probably humans 
and angels together)
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7:23-25

“The best way to view the 
imagery of Daniel 7 is not in 
terms of four specific evil 
empires, but as four 
kingdoms symbolically 
representing the fact that 
evil kingdoms will succeed 
one another from … the 
Exile to the … climax of 
history” (NIVAC 190)
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7:26-28

“God will intervene and once 
and for all judge all evil and 
bring into existence his 
kingdom.” (NIVAC 190) 

Daniel remains troubled 

Continued and difficult 
oppression 

Divine victory through a 
cosmic struggle (191)
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