
Daniel: Living Redemptively in Challenging Times
Daniel 5 - 16 October 2019
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Intro

it appears that 30 years 
have passed since Daniel 4 

This banquet takes place in 
the final hours of the 
kingdom (539 B.C) 

Nebuchadnezzar dies in 
562 

4 kings between Belshazzar
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5:1

Belshazzar holds a feast 
while the Persians approach  

This banquet takes place 
on the 15th of October! 

Belshazzar is an indulgent, 
incompetent ruler 

Here we have another 
instance of pride 
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5:2

In his pride, the king moves 
to humiliate the Hebrew 
captives and their God 

We don’t know much about 
what these vessels were used 
for 

We know that this is not it 

Belshazzar knows what he is 
doing
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5:3,4

“taken out of the temple” 2x 

The temple was the unique 
place of dwelling for God 
on earth (“the house of 
God”) 

The revelers drink wine 
from precious metals and 
praise gods made from the 
same metal!

5

5:5,6

The fingers appear without 
warning 

God cannot be mocked 

note the phrases in v.6! 

The party is over 

The king’s pride will not go 
unanswered
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5:7-9

Belshazzar panics 

In the face of this 
proclamation he does what 
we’ve seen before 

He calls in the usual suspects 
with the usual results 

Belshazzar is utterly shaken, 
and ignorant 
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5:10-12

Belshazzar is actually the son 
of Nabonidus 

The queen mother is the 
voice of reason 

She knows and remembers 
what the king does not 

She praises Daniel 
extensively and thinks he can 
be useful
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5:13,14

Daniel appears 

The king has regained his 
composure 

He tries to put Daniel in his 
place 

He recounts his mother’s 
words (the substance of 
which he had conveniently 
forgotten)
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5:15,16

The wise men and enchanters 
of Babylon are batting .000 

They are completely 
powerless to explain God’s 
actions 

The king wants Daniel to 
solve his problems 

He offers a bribe 
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5:17-19

Daniel is having none of it 

His posture toward 
Belshazzar is very different 
than it was toward 
Nebuchadnezzar 

Daniel declares God’s 
sovereignty and recognizes 
the power that he gave 
Nebuchadnezzar
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5:20,21

“But…” 

The folly of pride and its 
devastating consequences 

Belshazzar is no 
Nebuchadnezzar 

He is a mere pawn, and his 
kingdom is held 
conditionally 
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5:22,23

Belshazzar is not like 
Nebuchadnezzar 

He is willfully ignorant 

His pride and blasphemy 
are gross violations 

God has not been given 
His proper place - there 
has been no repentance
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5:24,25

God is not silent 

From His presence a 
message has been sent - 
emphatically 

Belshazzar’s doom has been 
pronounced 

Daniel’s reputation has again 
been demonstrated to be 
true
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5:26-28

The message is in Aramaic 

Weighed 

Measured  

Found wanting  

Deuteronomy 32:4!
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5:29

Belshazzar desperately 
tries to regain control 

He lavishes praise and gifts 
upon Daniel 

Gifts and honor that Daniel 
does not want 

There is no escape from 
this judgment
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5:30

“The Medo-Persian troops were 
moving along the exposed 
riverbed under cover of 
darkness and climbing the 
walls of the defenses 
throughout the city.” 

During his party, the bells of his 
judgment were already ringing  

Belshazzar is dispatched 
without ceremony 
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5:31

God gives kingdoms to 
whomever He wishes 

Darius the Mede will play a 
large role in the story moving 
forward 

Darius may be an alternate 
name for Cyrus 

Daniel’s prophecy of 
kingdoms is unfolding
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