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4:20,21

v. 20 another indication of 
the remarkable reach of the 
king’s power 

Daniel repeats back to the 
king what was said earlier 

The tree is glorious and 
provides sustenance and 
shelter - like the king 
offered Daniel & his friends
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4:22,23

“and it is you, O king…” 

Daniel speaks the words 
dreadfully 

Proverbs 16:18 

The greatness of his 
majesty will be matched by 
the greatness of his fall
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4:23

The king’s power is not 
absolute 

God and His angels are 
watching and deliver 
judgment 

The tree extends TO 
heaven, but judgment 
comes from an even higher 
place
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4:23 (continued)

The tree will be chopped 
down and destroyed, but 
not utterly 

There is mercy here 

His humiliation goes 
beyond losing his kingdom 
to becoming like the beasts 
he once gave shelter to
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4:24,25

The king is really a prince 

There is only one “Most 
High” 

he shall be “driven” and 
“made” - he is not in control 

“seven periods of time” 
indicates the fullness of his 
humiliation and judgment
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4:26,27

Daniel offers the king some 
hope 

The king has spoken words of 
admiration for Daniel’s God 
in the past chapters 

Daniel urges repentance - the 
dream can serve as a warning 

Mercy is better than sacrifice 
(Hosea 6:6; Matthew 9:13)
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4:28,29

v.28 can be read that the king 
took Daniel’s words to heart 

at least for a year 

but if nothing changes, 
nothing changes 

he has spent a year 
considering what Daniel has 
said from the LORD
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4:30

“but the hearts of men are 
easily corrupted” 

the king, let all men, defaults 
to his heart’s position 

the king’s words reflect the 
truth as he see it - and reveal 
his true position 

he takes credit for the things 
he owes to God’s grace
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The Babylon of Nebuchadnezzar

The Babylon of 
Nebuchadnezzar 

quote (pg. 121)
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4:30,31

The king has pursued his 
course of action to make 
much of himself 

Dramatic tension in the 
opening words! (4:31) 

Literally a divine interruption 

God is the One who takes 
kingdoms and bestows them
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4:32

“you shall be driven…” 

what will happen to the king 
is at God’s direction 

no time elapses after the 
king’s proclamation 

“A man who thinks he is like a 
god must become a beast to 
learn that he is only a human 
being.” (NIVAC 122)
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4:33

Again, no time passes 

the prophecy is fulfilled 
without delay 

he is without dignity, 
shelter and basic hygiene 

From the most powerful 
man in the world to 
roaming like an animal
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4:34

The purpose of God’s 
judgment was served 

Nebuchadnezzar repents  

“The action of looking 
toward heaven is … meant 
as an acknowledgement of 
God’s ultimate 
superiority.” (NIVAC 122)
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4:34 (continued)

Notice all the verbs the 
king uses 

The Most High’s kingdom 
is everlasting and enduring 

Nebuchadnezzar lost his 
kingdom in a moment  

Only God’s kingdom is 
forever
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4:35

No one knows the truth of 
these words better than the 
king 

Isaiah 40:17 

Isaiah 14:27 

Isaiah 45:9
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4:36

Nebuchadnezzar is 
restored along with his 
kingdom 

He is sought after 

His “majesty … splendor … 
and greatness” returned to 
him 

Matthew 6:33
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4:37

The "head of gold" (2:38) had 
bowed in humble submission 
to the God of Daniel. 

The Jews held captive in 
Babylon can know that their 
LORD is the true and living God 

the apparently limitless power 
of Nebuchadnezzar was under 
the control of the Lord God 
Almighty.
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