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Another in the Fire
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Story Arc - Chapter 1

Chapter 1 begins in exile 

Chapter 1 ends in soaring 
praise of the exiles: “10x 
better…” 

a greater contrast can 
hardly be imagined
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What exile meant…

Consider what the exiles 
have lost: 

Land 

Temple 

Law 

King
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Story Arc - Chapter 2

Chapter 2 begins with an 
impossible request 

Chapter 2 ends with praise, 
high honors and gifts 

Nothing is too difficult for 
Him (2:11)
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Daniel 3:1,2

Chapter 3 begins with an 
image 

Exodus 20:4 

"60 cubits x 6 cubits” 

The sheer # of kinds of 
persons (3:2) reveals a 
great deal about Babylon
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Daniel 3:3-5

It is not possible to know 
whether this was an image 
of the king or of a god 

There was no clear division 
in the ancient world 

notice the scope of 3:4! 

the key here is 
“worship” (3:5)
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Daniel 3:6,7

The consequences for 
disobedience are severe 

The apparatus was 
probably used in the 
construction 

3:7 is a frightening and 
revealing picture of life in 
Babylon
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Daniel 3:8-10

The motives here are 
revealed by the author 
(3:8) 

These are sycophants 

The king’s sovereignty 
remains the issue and the 
point of the narrative
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Daniel 3:11,12

Again - “worship” (3:11) 

“certain Jews” is 
derogatory 

they “pay no attention” to 
the king, they do not 
“serve” or “worship” (3:12) 

everybody worships
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Daniel 3:13-15

The king’s response is swift, 
sudden and dramatic 

Notice the Babylonian names 
are used 

the issue is “worship” 

The king has already 
acknowledged the God of the 
Hebrews, or has he? 

2:47!
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Daniel 3:16-18

The three do not respond 
like the Chaldeans 

They “pay no attention” 

They know exactly who 
their God is 

“But if not” are three of the 
most powerful words in the 
OT
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Daniel 3:19,20

The king’s reaction is 
emotional, physical and 
violent 

“seven times hotter” 

“mighty men of his army” 

this is a referendum on 
power and control
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Daniel 3:21-23

This is an “urgent” (3:22) 
order - the men are thrown 
in suddenly 

The king shows no mercy 
(3:22) 

They are apparently 
helpless - “bound” 2x 
(3:21-3:23)
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Daniel 3:24,25

Another, very different 
emotional reaction from 
the king 

“FOUR men UNBOUND”!!! 

“like a son of the gods” 

Notice they are “walking in 
the midst of the fire” - 
totally unharmed
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Daniel 3:24,25
“The dumbfounded Nebuchadnezzar saw the 
Hebrews walking upright in the flames without 
their bonds, and he saw a fourth person walking 
with them. After his officials confirmed that only 
three men had been thrown into the furnace, the 
king described the fourth one as resembling 
deity. All four persons in the furnace were 
walking around freely. Their divine companion 
in the flames had delivered Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego from all harm. 
Nebuchadnezzar commanded the three to 
come out of the furnace; so they climbed out—
but not the fourth, who had apparently 
disappeared. To the officials' amazement neither 
the clothing nor the bodies of the three 
Hebrews gave any indication of having been in 
the fire. Their God had indeed been able to 
deliver them” 

- Expositor’s Bible Commentary
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Daniel 3:26,27

The king recognizes who 
has delivered them 

All the officials draw near 

The description of their 
deliverance is overwhelming 
and very specific (3:27) 

Many people saw what had 
happened
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Daniel 3:28

Notice all the verbs here: 

God “sent” and “delivered” 

The men “trusted”, “set 
aside” and “yielded up” 

They did not “serve and 
worship any god except 
their own God”
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Daniel 3:29

Both the king’s terrible 
power and the awesome 
deliverance of God are on 
display here 

“there is no other god who 
is able to rescue in this way” 

This is totally unexpected 
and without precedent
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Story Arc - Chapter 3

Daniel 3 begins with an 
awesome display of the 
king’s power 

Daniel 3 ends with the king 
humiliated, and the three 
men who served God 
exalted in the kingdom 

All the officials gathered 
earlier are now supplanted
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