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From Exile to Favor

Chapter 1 begins in exile 

It ends with Daniel at the 
right hand of the king 

All of this demonstrates 
that God is absolutely in 
control of each and every 
circumstance
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Daniel 2:1,2

The date mentioned here 
ran from 603-602 B.C. 

Nebuchadnezzar and 
Babylon by 600 B.C. 

gods and dreams 

2:2 - we already know where 
Daniel stands by 
comparison to these people
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Daniel 2:3-5

The king’s “spirit is 
troubled” 

the court magicians and 
sorcerers are sycophants 

their inability has already 
been recognized 

the brutality of Babylon is 
on display (2:5)
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Daniel 2:6-9

The converse is reward and 
honor 

The king recognizes their 
fear and affirms his threat 

The tables are then turned 
in such a way as to expose 
them definitively (2:9)
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Daniel 2:10,11

the magicians’ response sets 
up narrative tension and 
ironically sets the stage to 
display God’s power 

the ancient world (particularly 
Babylon) had a worldview 
that was inseparably religious 

Who can know what the gods 
think? (2:11)
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Daniel 2:12-16

the kings’ anger threatens to 
consume even Daniel and his 
companions 

Daniel’s character is once 
again on display 

“The stage was set to show 
the reality, wisdom and power 
of the one, true God 

Nothing is too difficult for Him
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Daniel 2:17-19

Daniel reveals his plan to 
his companions  

Everything depends on 
God’s mercy 

Daniel’s posture and faith 
(“the God of heaven”) 
brings a response from the 
Lord that averts catastrophe
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Daniel’s Prayer (2:20-23)

Daniel’s response to God’s 
provision is the main point 
of this chapter 

In spite of present 
appearances, God is in 
control 

“a ringing manifesto of 
Biblical faith over against the 
pretensions of pagan pride”
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Daniel 2:24,25

Notice that Daniel did not 
ask the king for mercy (2:18) 

Daniel tells the king’s 
captain that the lives of the 
wise men of Babylon may 
be spared (2:24) 

Daniel’s actions reveal a 
love for enemies (Ex. 23:4,5)
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Daniel 2:26,27

Daniel’s Babylonian name 
used here (2:26) 

The king already knows 
about Daniel (1:20) 

Isaiah 46:6,7 

Isaiah 47:13,14 

Isaiah 46:9,10
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Daniel 2:28-30

Daniel puts the focus where it 
belongs (2:28) 

The king’s vision concerns the 
future (2:28) 

Daniel says that the LORD is 
speaking to the king in his 
dream (2:29) 

Daniel refuses to take credit 
for what has been revealed
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The Main Theme of Daniel 2

“We must not let our 
curiosity concerning God’s 
revelation of future events 
distract us from the main 
theme of chapter 2: 

Only God’s wisdom can 
reveal the mysteries of life” 

It is not the content of the 
revelation that is important 
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Daniel 2:31-35

“mighty …exceeding 
brightness … 
frightening” (2:31) 

this image is of increasingly 
inferior materials, from head to 
foot 

The stone utterly destroys the 
image, and grows into 
something surpassingly great 
(2:35)
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Daniel 2:36-38

Daniel has already done the 
impossible, now he will tell the 
king (and the reader) what it all 
means 

The king would have nothing 

without the “God of heaven” 

The king has “the kingdom, the 
power, and the might, and the 
glory” (2:37) 

He has incredible authority (2:38)
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Daniel 2:39-43

The statue, from head to 
feet, grows increasingly 
inferior 

The focus turns from a 
person to kingdoms 

Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylon 
stands above all these 
kingdoms
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Daniel 2:44,45

God’s kingdom stands over 
and above all these 
kingdoms 

it “shall never be 
destroyed” 

“no human hand” 

“A great God…” (2:45)
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The Stone

Psalm 118:22 

Luke 20:9-19 

2 Peter 2:1-12 

“the dream is certain, and 
its interpretation 
sure” (2:45)

18

Daniel 2 - September 4, 2019



Daniel 2:46,47

Nebuchadnezzar is 
overwhelmed by Daniel 
and by Daniel’s God 

Revelation 19:16 

The God whose people he 
has just vanquished is 
recognized to be the one, 
true God
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Daniel 2:48,49

Daniel is highly exalted, and 
finds himself in a position of 
great authority despite his 
age and refugee status 

Daniel asks that his 
companions rise with him 

“The most powerful pagan 
in the world lies prostrate 
before an exiled Jew”
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