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Intro

Assyria dominated the 
Ancient Near East for 100 
years before the events of 
Daniel 

Assyria was finished as an 
empire by 609 B.C. 

Assyria’s decline led to 
Josiah’s reforms (2 Kings 
22-23)
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The Rise of Babylon

Josiah’s reforms were too 
little, too late 

Babylon had arrived as an 
empire by 605 B.C. under 
Nebuchadnezzar’s 
leadership 

Judah is in spiritual chaos 
under the corrupt 
leadership of Josiah’s sons
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The Siege of Jerusalem

Nebuchadnezzar moves to 
seize Jerusalem about 10 
years after taking power 

Beginning in about 597 
B.C., the brutal siege lasts 
18-30 months 

Lamentations 4,5
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Jeremiah’s Temple Sermon

Jeremiah is known as the 
“weeping prophet” 

He prophesies to 
Jerusalem in its final hours 

Jeremiah 7  

Tragically, Judah does not 
heed his warnings, and is 
destroyed (Lamentations)

6

Daniel 1 - August 28, 2019



Setting the Stage

all these events precede 
(and are described) in the 
opening verses of the book 
of Daniel (1:1,2) 

the book of Daniel was 
probably written after the 
Babylonian exile (520 B.C.)  

it gives perspective on all 
that has transpired
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The Book of Daniel

The Book of Daniel divides 
clearly into two parts: 

1-6 

7-12 

1-6 feature well-known stories 
about Daniel and his friends 

7-12 are a series of apocalyptic 
visions about the rise and fall 
of empires
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Daniel 1-6

Daniel and his friends 
demonstrate loyalty to God 

God miraculously delivers 
them repeatedly 

Gentile kings acknowledge 
God’s greatness 

Daniel interprets dreams
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Daniel 7-12

A series of empires and 
terrible rulers will arise 

God will judge His enemies 

A glorious future awaits His 
people 

Daniel 7 - “Son of Man”
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Daniel 1:1,2

The Bible is a book about 
God 

Daniel is a book that 
spectacularly puts God’s 
sovereignty on display 

The first couple verses of 
Daniel make this plain 

2 Kings 24:10-14
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The Sovereignty of God

It’s important to begin with 
God’s sovereignty because 
the book begins in terrible 
circumstances and tragedy 

Daniel 1:2 reveals what is 
really going on in all this 

“The LORD gave…”
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Daniel 1:2

1:2 - “the house of God” vs.  
“the house of his god” 

the showdown between 
God and the gods begins 

1 Kings 7:48-50 

Nebuchadnezzar is trying 
to demonstrate the 
superiority of his gods
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Daniel 1:3,4

Nebuchadnezzar begins 
recreating the best and 

brightest of the exiles 

These are extraordinary 
people, notably “of the royal 
family” (1:3) 

The battle for supremacy 
goes on 

the outcome is not in doubt
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Daniel 1:5-7

Notice all that is at the king’s 
direction: 

“the king commanded” 

“the king’s palace” 

“the king assigned” 

their diet and education would 
fashion them in the image of the 
king 

Hebrew names vs. Babylonian?
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Daniel 1:8,9

“but Daniel resolved…” 

the things proposed for 
Daniel and his companions 
would violate the Torah 

These dietary laws were 
not arbitrary 

“God gave Daniel favor…”
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Daniel 1:10,11

the chief of the eunuchs is 
afraid, but Daniel is not 

the king is mentioned 2x 
(1:10) 

Who is the true King? 

Notice the Hebrew names 
here (1:11)
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Daniel 1:12,13

Daniel understands what is 
happening 

This is “the king’s food” 

He and his friends will survive 
(thrive) based on provision 
from another source 

Daniel subverts the whole 

order of things based on 
God’s grace 
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Daniel 1:14-16

Is it a surprise that the official 
listened? 

Is it a surprise that it turned 
out well for Daniel and his 
friends? 

Daniel and his friends refuse 
the king’s food 

They rely on God for His 
provision
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Daniel 1:17,18

God is the One directing 
all events in this story 

Daniel and his companions 
are educated in Babylon 

Jeremiah 29:1-7 

They are brought before 
the king, but he is not in 
charge
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Daniel 1:19-21

Notice Hebrew names again 

Parallels to Joseph 

All matters of wisdom and 
understanding are available 
to them - and are triumphed 
over 

The “first year of King Cyrus” 
is 539 B.C.
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