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Course Description 

A semester-long course designed to direct students toward the tools to make a reasonable 
defense for the Christian faith.   

“but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense 
to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness 

and respect” [1 Peter 3:15 – ESV] 

Text 
McGrath, Alister. Mere Apologetics.  Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2012. 

Course Objectives 

1. To encourage students toward a winsome approach to apologetics; one that celebrates 
and rejoices in what God has done through His Son, Jesus Christ 

2. To pursue a thoroughgoing approach to apologetics - one that advances the concept that 
all of our lives has an apologetic value 

3. To move the student toward an appreciation for the intellectual life of a follower of Christ 

4. To encourage believing students to appreciate their faith, and be prepared to make it clear 
and compelling to those outside the church 

5. To introduce non-believing students to the reasonableness and beauty of Christian faith 

mailto:swebster@blackhawkchristian.org
mailto:sgrwebster@gmail.com
http://stephengrwebster.wordpress.com/
http://www.twitter.com/sgrwebster
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Course Grading 

	 stu·dy guides	 	 	 	 [25%] 

	 These will be worksheets based on the textbook & messages we listen to in class from 		
	 RZIM.  There will be 9 for the semester. 

	 quiz·zes	 	 	 	 	 [50%] 

	 These will be bi-weekly tests taken from information covered in class, composed 	 	
	 largely of essay/short answer questions 

	 There will also be Scripture memory as a part of the quiz – listed in the “Memory 	 	
	 Verse Schedule” section per chapter.   

	 big questions	 	 	 	 [15%] 

	 Once a quarter, each student will be asked to respond to one of the following 		
	 “big questions” surrounding the study of apologetics: 

	 Is Jesus the only way to be saved? 
	 Are God and science compatible? 
	 How do I know what God is like? 
	 Can I really trust the Bible?  
	 Why is there so much evil and suffering in the world? 
	 What about sexual behavior? 
	 What about those who have never heard the gospel? 
	 Student generated questions (2) 

	 The student will be asked to present to the class in a 5-10 minute presentation a		
	 thoughtful response to the above question, accompanied by a 1-page report 	 	
	 submitted to the instructor via Google documents. (Report - 35 points) 

	 Students may also respond to a question of their own choosing, per approval 	 	
	 by the instructor 

	 Suggested online resources: 

	 publicchristianity.org 
	 https://www.rzim.org/site/help/apologetics 
3 

http://publicchristianity.org
https://www.rzim.org/site/help/apologetics
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	 ex·am	 	 	 	 	 [10%] 

	 This will be a comprehensive semester exam, covering the balance of the information 	 	
	 covered throughout the course.   
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	 Semester Schedule 

	 Chapter One	  1 Peter 3:15, 16 
	 	 	 	 “Why Don’t I Feel My Faith?” - Ravi Zacharias	  

	 Chapter Two 	 Hebrews 13:8, 9 
	 	 	 	 “An Ancient Message: Modern Means to a 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 Postmodern World” - Ravi Zacharias 

	 Chapter Three 	 2 Corinthians 4:4-6 
	 	 	 	 “Jesus As They Saw Him” - Ravi Zacharias 

	 Chapter Four	 Acts 17:26-28 
	 	 	 	 “Is Christianity Beautiful?” - Cameron McAllister 

	 Chapter Five 	 Philippians 4:5-7 
	 	 	 	 “The Testimony of Science” - John Lennox 

	 Chapter Six 	 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 
	 	 	 	 “Is Faith Delusional?” - Ravi Zacharias 

	 Chapter Seven 	 Romans 8:16, 17 
	 	 	 	 “Though the Fig Tree Does Not Bud” - Ravi Zacharias 

	 Chapter Eight 	 2 Corinthians 5:20, 21 
	 	 	         “What is Worthwhile Under the Sun?” - Ravi Zacharias 

	 Chapter Nine 	 Colossians 4:5, 6  
	 	 	 	 “Postures of the Mind, Affections of the Heart” - Ravi 	 	
	 	 	           Zacharias 
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a p o l · o · g e t · i c s 
M e r e   A p o l o g e t i c s 

S t u d y   G u i d e   1 

1. How does McGrath define apologetics on pg. 11? 

2. What is “engagement”? 

3. What three things does apologetics celebrate and proclaim? 

	 [one]  

	 [two] 

	 [three] 

4. What is apologetics not? 

“Apologetics celebrates and proclaims the intellectual solidity, the imaginative richness, 
and the spiritual depth of the gospel in ways that can connect with our culture” - pg. 11
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5. What is the call of the Great Commission to every Christian? 

6. What comfort does Psalm 139 give the Christian when it comes to sharing their faith? 

7.  What is the command and the promise of the Great Commission? 

	 [com·mand] 

	 [pro·mise] 

8. What are some of the questions McGrath lists on pg. 14?  Do any of them stick out to you?  
Why is he listing them here? 

9. How does McGrath explain the Greek word on which “apologetics” is based? 

10. What text is a classical biblical statement of the importance of apologetics? 

11. What is the object of apologetics? 
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12. Why should the gospel be difficult?  Why shouldn’t the gospel be difficult? 

13. What are the three main tasks of the apologist? 

	 [one] 

	 [two] 

	 [three] 

14. Why is the first task called “defending”?  What does this task involve?   

15. What must happen before the Christian seeks to answer the questions of others? 

16. How does the apologist do the work of “defending” without being defensive? 

17. How does “commending” have a “strongly positive dimension”? 

18. “it is vitally important not to limit the appeal of the gospel to ___________ 
_____________.”  Why? 
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19. What is the task of “commending”?  To what does McGrath compare it? 

20. Respond to this quote from C.S. Lewis:  Define any terms with which you’re unfamiliar.   

“We must learn the language of our audience. And let me say at the outset that it is no use laying 
down a priori what the "plain man" does or does not understand. You have to find out by 

experience.... You must translate every bit of your theology into the vernacular. This is very 
troublesome... but it is essential. It is also of the greatest service to your own thought. I have come to 
the conclusion that if you cannot translate your own thoughts into uneducated language, then your 

thoughts are confused. Power to translate is the test of having really understood your own meaning”  1

21. How can we translate core ideas of the Christian faith into the cultural dialect?  

22. What are some of the “ultimate questions” of our culture?  Would you add any to the 
list?   

23. Apologetics is ______________, where evangelism is ______________.  Response? 

24. How would you respond to Pascal’s quote (pg. 23)?  How might this be a guidepost for 
us moving forward? 

25. What two “unhelpful outcomes” does McGrath warn against? (pg. 24)  What does he 
suggest regarding avoiding these?  What would you suggest? 

 C. S. Lewis, God in the Dock (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1970), 96.1
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a p o l · o · g e t · i c s 
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s 

“Why Don’t I Feel My Faith?” [Part One] 

 

1. First thing - take an _____________ look  

a. What do we learn from each other? 

b. We are puzzled when we don’t see _________________ responses. 

c. Nie tzsche·(an)  2

d. ni·hil·ism  3

2. How did the man respond to Ravi’s troubling question? 

 \ˈnē-chə, -chē\German philosopher who reasoned that Christianity's emphasis on the afterlife makes 2

its believers less able to cope with earthly life. He argued that the ideal human, the Übermensch, 
would be able to channel passions creatively instead of suppressing them. His written works include 
Beyond Good and Evil (1886) and Thus Spake Zarathustra (1883-1892).

 noun \ˈnī-(h)ə-ˌli-zəm, ˈnē-\ 3

: the belief that traditional morals, ideas, beliefs, etc., have no worth or value: the belief that a 
society's political and social institutions are so bad that they should be destroyed

As a deer pants for flowing streams, 
    so pants my soul for you, O God. 

My soul thirsts for God, 
    for the living God. 

When shall I come and appear before 
God? 

My tears have been my food 
    day and night, 

while they say to me all the day long, 
    “Where is your God?” 

Psalm 42:1-3[ESV]
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3. Three aspects of evil: 

a. The _________ of evil (objective moral law) 

b. The _________ of evil (responsibility) 

c. The _________ of evil (response) 

4. What was Ravi’s follow-up to the man’s response? 

5. Who was Timothy McVeigh? 

6. What happened with Melissa Drexler? 

7. What was Ravi’s point in discussing the above two individuals? 

8. “The legitimacy of _____________ is expected by us.” 

Important Questions (in understanding yourself): 

9. Question #1 - What _____________ or ____________ did you bring to your relationship 
with God? 

• What question crossed his mind as the Olympian was about to begin his race? 

10. Question #2 - What, in ______________ did we bring to our Christian experience? 

•  What was the point of the Stanford University test with the marshmallows? 

11. Question #3 - What wrong idea of __________ did we bring into this relationship? 

• Why does Ravi reference the U2 song “I Still Haven’t Found What I’m Looking 
For?” 

When the voice of Milton had long been silenced by death, Wordsworth cried, 
“Milton, thou should'st be living at this hour: England hath need of thee; She is a fen of stagnant 

waters.”
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I Still Haven’t Found What I’m Looking For 

I have climbed the highest mountains  
I have run through the fields 
Only to be with you 
Only to be with you. 
 
I have run, I have crawled 
I have scaled these city walls 
These city walls 
Only to be with you. 
 
But I still haven't found 
What I'm looking for. 
But I still haven't found 
What I'm looking for. 
 
I have kissed honey lips 
Felt the healing in her finger tips  
It burned like fire  
This burning desire. 
 
I have spoke with the tongue of angels 
I have held the hand of a devil  
It was warm in the night  
I was cold as a stone. 
 
But I still haven't found 
What I'm looking for. 
But I still haven't found 
What I'm looking for. 
 
I believe in the Kingdom Come  
Then all the colours will bleed into one  
Bleed into one. 
But yes, I'm still running. 
 
You broke the bonds  
And you loosed the chains 
Carried the cross of my shame  
Oh my shame, you know I believe it. 
 
But I still haven't found 
What I'm looking for. 
But I still haven't found 
What I'm looking for. 

U2 
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12. “In the beginning was the ____________” 

13. First concept of language: God has spoken to us to remind us that __________ are a 
vital part of our being, but always to __________ them and bring to them 
_____________ 

14. What does Ravi suggest in getting our emotions under control? 

15. “Seek Him _________________ because feelings will ____________ you, it is 
_________________ that will carry you, it is the _____________ of God to your heart and 
to mine.” 
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“Why Don’t I Feel My Faith?” [Part Two] 

1. We take an _____________ look and we see the legitimacy of _____________. 

2. We take an _____________ look and see our ______________________. 

3. What was the point of the story of the man in Damascus? 

4. Respond to this quote from Oswald Chambers: 

“There are certain things we must not pray about – moods, for instance. 
Moods never go by praying, moods go by kicking. A mood nearly always 
has its seat in the physical condition, not in the moral. It is a continual 
effort not to listen to the moods which arise from a physical condition, 
never submit to them for a second. We have to take ourselves by the 
scruff of the neck and shake ourselves, and we will find that we can do 
what we said we could not. The curse with most of us is that we won’t. The 
Christian life is one of incarnate  spiritual pluck .”   4 5 6

5. The language of __________ to you (the Word of God) 

6. The language of you to _____________ 

7. The language of _______________  

• “If you are living a disobedient life, nothing is going to help 
the _____________ until you live an ____________ life.”  

8. The language of _____________ 

9. The language of the _____________ 

10. The church has given us the gift of _________ 

11. The outward look 

12.The inward look  

 (especially of a deity or spirit) embodied in flesh; in human form.4

 a quality that makes you continue trying to do or achieve something that is difficult : courage and 5

determination

 Oswald Chambers, My Utmost For His Highest - May 206
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13.The upward look 

14. When we look at the ________ we see a concrete expression of 
_________. 

(sin isn’t just an idea) 

15.What question arose in Elie Wiesel’s mind as he watched the 
gallows?  What answer came to him? 

16. Unless we go to __________ with Him, the lie will kill and 
feelings will mislead. 

Be Still My Soul 

Be still, my soul: the Lord is on thy side. 
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain. 
Leave to thy God to order and provide; 
In every change, He faithful will remain.  
Be still, my soul: thy best, thy heavenly Friend 
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

Be still, my soul: thy God doth undertake  
To guide the future, as He has the past. 
Thy hope, thy confidence let nothing shake; 
All now mysterious shall be bright at last. 
Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know  
His voice Who ruled them while He dwelt below. 

Be still, my soul: when dearest friends depart, 
And all is darkened in the vale of tears, 
Then shalt thou better know His love, His heart, 
Who comes to soothe thy sorrow and thy fears. 
Be still, my soul: thy Jesus can repay  
From His own fullness all He takes away. 

Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on  
When we shall be forever with the Lord. 
When disappointment, grief and fear are gone,  
Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored. 
Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past  
All safe and blessèd we shall meet at last. 

Katharina Amalia Dorothea von Schlegel (1697–1768) 

"It means," said Aslan, "that though the Witch knew the Deep Magic, there 
is a magic deeper still which she did not know. Her knowledge goes back 
only to the dawn of time. But if she could have looked a little further back, 
into the stillness and the darkness before Time dawned, she would have 
read there a different incantation. She would have known that when a 
willing victim who had committed no treachery was killed in a traitor's 
stead, the Table would crack and Death itself would start working 
backward.” 
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a p o l · o · g e t · i c s 
M e r e   A p o l o g e t i c s 

S t u d y   G u i d e   2 

1. Why does McGrath begin with discussing missionaries to China and India?  What’s his 
point? 

2. What is “modernity”?  How does McGrath describe it?   

3. What were the weaknesses or “gaps” in modernity?  (What did it neglect?) 

4. What is the “hallmark of good apologetics”?  What is your specific audience? 

5. What sort of world do individuals and Christians now inhabit?   

	 [What does McGrath mean by this word?]   

	 [Do you recognize it as he describes it?] 
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6. What does the author recommend as a response to this vast cultural movement? 

7. What opportunities does this cultural mood represent? 

8. “We have to connect to _________________, not with _________________________.” 

9.  What is the most distinctive feature of postmodernism?  How does the author define this 
feature? 

10. What does postmodernism celebrate?  What opportunities and challenges does this kind 
of thinking represent? 

11. Do any of Vanhoozer’s descriptions of postmodern criticisms resonate with you?  Which 
ones?  How? 

12. What does the method of “traditional apologetics” free us to do? 

13. What is “incarnational apologetics”?  Why has it become so influential? 
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14. What is the first step in McGrath’s approach?  Why is it the starting point? 

15. What is an “outsider perspective” on faith? 

16. Who is your audience?  Any thoughts on how to best connect with them? 

17. Any examples of cultural translation come to mind? 

18. Any points of contact come to mind?  Think about things that are “already embedded in 
human culture and experience”.   

19. How might we strike a balance between “our own ideas” and the “Christian message”?   

20. Any ideas as to how, specifically, we (or you) might practice apologetics? 
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a p o l · o · g e t · i c s 
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s 

“An Ancient Message: Modern Means to a Postmodern World” 	  
[Part One] 

“Christianity proposes not to extinguish our natural desires. It promises to bring the 
desires under just control and direct them to their true object.” 

... William Wilberforce (1759-1833), Real Christianity 

1. Why did the crowd listen intently to Paul? 

2. Paul has an incredible ability to connect with people ______________________. 

3. How much of the New Testament did Paul write? 

[Acts 24:22-26] 

4. Felix has the __________ of a king, but the __________ of a slave.   

5. “Greed, ______________ and lust were stamped upon his countenance.”  

6. How did Paul make _____________ with a man like this? 

7. Not just the ________________ to speak, but to be given 
_____________ 

[Combining theological integrity with methodological 
genius] 

http://www.cqod.com/cqodndat.htm#Wilberforce
http://www.cqod.com/cqodndtq.htm#RealChristianity
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Three points for Paul: 

8. He found a __________ of _______________. 

9. Paul appealed to Felix on the issue of ______________________. 

“There’s something beautiful and attractive about it ... that makes you say: ‘That’s 
what I really want.’” 

10. Who was Rene Descartes? 

11. What was his starting point? 

12. How did Ravi respond to the question at the University of Florida? 

13. Descartes was looking for _______________. 

14. Who was David Hume? 

15. What is “scientism”? [look it up] 

16. What was the problem for the student at Cornell? 

17. “Does science give you an ‘__________.’?” 

18. Who is Francis Collins? 

19. The teleological argument is the argument from ___________. 

20. What is the cosmological argument? [look it up] 
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21. What argument still haunts, according to Ravi? 

22. What does Ravi suspect is the agenda behind The Da 
Vinci Code, and The Last Temptation of Christ? 

23. What does Ravi suspect about the lives of Mohammed 
and Jesus? 

24. What does Sam Harris say is the reason for guilt-laden 
feelings in people’s lives? 

25. “The moral argument stands ___________, we just 
don’t ____________ it.”  
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a p o l · o · g e t · i c s 
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s 

“An Ancient Message: Modern Means to a Postmodern World” 	  
[Part Two] 

The people who walked in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
    on them has light shone. 

[Isaiah 9:2 - ESV] 
[start at 3:40] 

1. “We manufacture an _____________ lifestyle ... it catches up with you.” 

2. Democracy will ___________ itself - if no _____________ framework. 

3. Paul was a ______________ by birth; he studied in a _____________ school; he  

was a ______________ citizen. 

4. Hebrews gave us our _______________ categories. 

5. Greeks gave us our _______________ categories.  

6. Romans gave us our _______________ categories. 

7. All three must find a point of reference for why some things are __________ and  

some things are __________. 
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8. The Hebrews found their epitome in ____________.  

Moral ideas are not self-sustaining. 

9. For the Greeks it was ________________. 

10. For the Romans it was ______________. 

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has 
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

[2 Corinthians 4:6] 

11. We present Jesus as the sum and substance of 
___________________. 

12. We do not bring to people a set of laws - we bring 
them a ___________. 

13. What does Alister McGrath like most in apologetics? 

14. The problem with most of us is 
__________________________________________. 

15. Our message must be relevant to the _____________. 

16. God has made us for __________________. 

17. “Think of a world without a ____________.” 

“You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our hearts 
are restless until they rest in you.” - Augustine 

18. A community that knows how to ____________, when 
to __________ and how to _____________. 
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19. Postmodernism affirms __________________. 

20. A church that doesn’t know how to ___________ will soon become irrelevant. 

21. Paul told Felix about the ______________ to come. 

22. Why did Darwin reject his faith? 

23. How are the last words of Christ and Mohammed contrasted? 

24. “...She is defined by her ______________ reality.” 

25. [Point of ______________] 

26. [Point of ______________] 

27. [Point of ______________] 

28. The ultimate apologetic is ... 
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a p o l · o · g e t · i c s 
M e r e   A p o l o g e t i c s 

S t u d y   G u i d e  3 

1. What does the author insist that apologetics is not?  What is it?  How is this helpful? 

2. What is the “heart of apologetics”?  Spend some time praying that this would be 
demonstrated in our experience 

3. The best apologetics is done from what standpoint? 

4. How does the context of the call of Simon and Andrew (Mark 1:16-18) help to 
understand the story better? 

5. With what picture of Jesus does Mark provide us? 

And when the sixth hour[e] had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour.
[f] And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?" which means, 

"My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" And some of the bystanders hearing it said, 
"Behold, he is calling Elijah." And someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a 
reed and gave it to him to drink, saying, "Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him 

down." And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple was torn 
in two, from top to bottom. And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way 

he[g] breathed his last, he said, "Truly this man was the Son[h] of God!" 

[mark 15:33-39]

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/
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6. How does the interaction of Philip and Nathanael (John 1:45, 46) help us 
apologetically? 

7. Philip does not ____________ _________ Jesus – he _____________ ________ 
Jesus. 

8. How does the author describe faith? [pgs. 44 & 45] 

9. What are the limitations of “arguments”? 

10. On what does apologetics depend? 

11. Did you find the author’s medical analogy helpful? [pg. 46]  How? 

12. “Apologetics is grounded in a deep appreciation of the intellectual capaciousness 
and spiritual richness of the Christian faith.” What? 

13. How do the statements about relevance help clarify apologetics? 

14. Respond to the song “Add to the Beauty” by Sara Groves: 
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[Add To The Beauty] 

We come with beautiful secrets 
We come with purposes written on our hearts, written on our souls 
We come to every new morning  
With possibilities only we can hold, that only we can hold 

Redemption comes in strange places, small spaces 
Calling out the best of who we are 

And I want to add to the beauty  
To tell a better story  
I want to shine with the light  
That's burning up inside 

It comes in small inspirations 
It brings redemption to life and work 
To our lives and our work 

It comes in loving community  
It comes in helping a soul find its worth 

Redemption comes in strange places, small spaces 
Calling out the best of who we are 

And I want to add to the beauty  
To tell a better story  
I want to shine with the light  
That's burning up inside 

This is grace, an invitation to be beautiful 
This is grace, an invitation 

Redemption comes in strange places, small spaces 
Calling out our best 

And I want to add to the beauty  
To tell a better story  
I want to shine with the light  
That's burning up inside 

[Sara Groves] 
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15. How was the mountain scene analogy helpful? [pg. 47] 

16. How was the prism analogy helpful? [pgs. 47, 48] 

17. How does the first theme [pg. 49] extend beyond mere fact?  So what? 

18. How would you work out the application of theme #2?  What are its implications? 

19. What does it mean to connect the Christian faith iconically and intellectually? [pg. 
53] 

20.Respond to this quote from C.S. Lewis: 

Christians do not think “God will love us because we are good, but that God will make us 
good because he loves us.”  7

 C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity (London: HarperCollins, 2002) p. 637
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a p o l · o · g e t · i c s 
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s 

“Jesus as They Saw Him” [Part One] 
Luke 9:28-36 English Standard Version (ESV) 

The Transfiguration 
28 Now about eight days after these sayings he took with him Peter and John and James and went up 
on the mountain to pray. 29 And as he was praying, the appearance of his face was altered, and his 
clothing became dazzling white. 30 And behold, two men were talking with him, Moses and Elijah, 

31 who appeared in glory and spoke of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at 
Jerusalem. 32 Now Peter and those who were with him were heavy with sleep, but when they became 
fully awake they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. 33 And as the men were parting 
from him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you 
and one for Moses and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said. 34 As he was saying these things, 

a cloud came and overshadowed them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. 35 And a 
voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen One; listen to him!” 36 And when the 
voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and told no one in those days anything 

of what they had seen. 
Start at 2:36 

1. Our biggest problem is we look at life __________ our eyes rather than 
_______________ our eyes. 

2. The eye is the instrument to ______, not to __________ ____________. 

3. First aspect of Jesus’ life: the ___________ nature of His person 

 
4. Existentialism: Existence precedes _________ 

5. “What I _______ determines who I ______.” 

6. Jesus’ essence: Jesus claimed to be equal with _______. 
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7. He was ____________ in __________. 

8. What scene is Ravi describing?  (Heavens parting, shimmering white, etc.?) 

9. The purity of man is the ____________ of something. 

10. The purity of Jesus is the __________ of something. 

11. How may the gods of the Greeks and the Romans and the God of the Bible be 
contrasted? 
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“Jesus as They Saw Him” [Part Two] 

“thou, O Lord, turned me toward myself, taking me from behind my back, where I had put myself 
while unwilling to exercise self-scrutiny. And now thou didst set me face to face with myself, that I 
might see how ugly I was, and how crooked and sordid, bespotted and ulcerous. And I looked and I 
loathed myself; but whither to fly from myself I could not discover. And if I sought to turn my gaze 
away from myself, he would continue his narrative, and thou wouldst oppose me to myself and thrust 
me before my own eyes that I might discover my iniquity and hate it. I had known it, but acted as 
though I knew it not--I winked at it and forgot it.”  

 The Confessions of Saint Augustine, Chapter VII 
 
1. Why did the people abandon their gods? 

2. What will we find out when we look at Jesus face to face? 

3. When you look at God, you are looking at the __________ of 
purity. 

4. 2nd quality of essence: ___________ in charity 

5. There is never any reason to be ___________. 

6. The Gospel of Mark is the gospel of _________. 
 
Mark 1:40-45 

Mark 5:21-34 

7. Jesus’ ______________ were among the most powerful parts 
of His ministry. 

8. Jesus wants to give you ______________. 
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9. Why did Ravi tell the story about Mother Theresa? 

10. The ___________ nature of His ministry. 

11. Jesus was a ____________. 

12. The rabbis sat down and ____________, Jesus stood up and _____________. 

13. There is a massive difference between the _____ of _________ words and the ________ 
_____ of words. 

14. “A good _________________ is better than a thousand _____________________.” 



a p o l · o · g e t · i c s	 �32

a p o l · o · g e t · i c s 
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s 

“Jesus as They Saw Him” [Part Three] 
start at 2:36 

“The conscious water saw its Master and blushed.” 

Quentin Varin - The Marriage at Cana (1618-1620) 

1. Jesus did two things as a preacher: 

& He forced people to see themselves as __________ sees them 

& Jesus reveals to you ________ you ________ to be 

“Jesus Christ continually contradicts us in the way we experience 
ourselves as alive and compels us to radically redefine what we 
mean by life. He encounters us the way He encountered the 
disciples on Easter Sunday. They were the ones marked out for 
death. Those who had survived Him were really the dead. He, the 
dead one, was really the living.” 

- The Integrity of Worship, Paul Waitman Soon 



a p o l · o · g e t · i c s	 �33

2. What would the average atheist say about the poor woman Ravi speaks of? 

3. Who was Bertrand Russell? 

4. Jesus Christ compels you to radically redefine what you mean by ____________. 

“We look back upon history and what do we see? 
Empires rising and falling, revolutions and counterrevolutions, wealth accumulating and and then 
disbursed, one nation dominant and then another. Shakespeare speaks of the “rise and fall of great 
ones that ebb and flow with the moon.” 
In one lifetime I have seen my own  countrymen ruling over a quarter of the world, the great majority 
of them convinced, in the words of what is still a favorite song, that “God who’s made them mighty 
would make them mightier yet.” 
I’ve heard a crazed, cracked Austrian proclaim to the world the establishment of a German Reich that 
would last for a thousand years; an Italian clown announce he would restart the calendar to begin with 
his own assumption of power; a murderous Georgian brigand in the Kremlin acclaimed by the 
intellectual elite of the western world as wiser than Solomon, more enlightened than Asoka, more 
humane than Marcus Aurelius. 
I’ve seen America wealthier and in terms of military weaponry more powerful than all the rest of the 
world put together, so that Americans, had they so wished, could have outdone an Alexander or a 
Julius Caesar in the range and scale of their conquests. 
All in one little lifetime. All gone with the wind. 
England now part of an island off the coast of Europe and threatened with dismemberment and even 
bankruptcy. 
Hitler and Mussolini dead and remembered only in infamy. 
Stalin a forbidden name in the regime he helped to found and dominate for some three decades. 
America haunted by fears of running out of the precious fluid that keeps the motorways roaring and 
the smog settling, with troubled memories of a disastrous campaign in Vietnam and of the great 
victories of the Don Quixotes of the media when they charged the windmills of Watergate. All in one 
lifetime, all in one lifetime, all gone. Gone with the wind.” 
—Malcom Muggeridge, “But Not of Christ,” Seeing Through the Eye: Malcolm Muggeridge on Faith, 
ed. Cecil Kuhne (San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 2005), 29-30. 

5. The towering figure of __________________ stands over all of history. 

6. What is the bestselling book in the world? 

7. Review: #1 - The __________ nature of His person 

8. #2 – The ______________ nature of His ministry 

9. #3 – The efficacious nature of His provision (Will He give me what I _______?) 

10.He ___________ to me in my ____________. 

End @ 14:15 

https://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1586170686/thegospcoal-20-20
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“Jesus as They Saw Him” [Part Four] 

1. What is the Shroud of Turin? 

2. Why did Jesus come into the world? 

3. His ministry _______ you through _____________.	  

4. His ministry _________ you through _____________________. 

5. Jesus doesn’t only change what you do, he changes what you 
___________________________. 

& "What Pilate Said to Gaius."  

6. Who do you say that Jesus is? 

a. Was he simply a ____________________ 

b. Was He who He claimed to be: _________________________ 
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S t u d y   G u i d e  4 

1. What two sections of the NT presuppose that their audiences are unbelievers?  

2. What strategies or methods emerge from Peter’s Pentecost speech to the Jews? 

3. “_______________________ is a vital and distinct function in the armory of the Christian 
apologist.” [pg. 61] 

4. What are the limitations of “historical apologetics”?  

5. How is the “crossing of the Rubicon” story helpful? 

6. What is the significance of Peter’s sermon for us today? 

7. Who is Aratus? [pg. 64]  So what? 
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8. What strategies or methods emerge from Paul’s Athens Sermon [Acts 17]? (pg. 65) 

9. What strategies or methods emerge from Paul’s Legal Speeches to the Romans?  

	  

	 [Acts 24-26?] 

	 [What is its relevance to our apologetic situation today?] 

10. What does the apologist need to know about their audience? 

11. What is a real possibility for many who have rejected Christianity? 

12. For Paul, what was one of the best defenses of the Christian faith? 

13. What is the first general principle to emerge from the apologetic addresses of the Acts of 
the Apostles? 

14. What is the second general principle to emerge from the apologetic addresses of the Acts 
of the Apostles? 
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15. What is the third general principle to emerge from the apologetic addresses of the Acts 
of the Apostles? 

16. Developing the above principles and incorporating them into our conversations is the  

__________ of apologetics. 

17. Consider the following quote and comment regarding its importance to the current 
chapter: 

18.

“Christianity proposes not to extinguish our natural desires. It promises to bring the desires 
under just control and direct them to their true object.”  8

 William Wilberforce (1759-1833), Real Christianity, ed. James Houston, Colorado Springs, CO: 8

David C. Cook, 2005, p. 107-108

http://www.cqod.com/cqodndat.htm
http://www.cqod.com/cqodndtq.htm
http://www.cqod.com/cqodndag.htm
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S t u d y   G u i d e  5 

1. How is Lewis’ point fundamental to Christian apologetics? 

2. How did Evelyn Waugh describe his conversion? 

3. What does the author suggest about two ways to demonstrate the Christian faith? 

[one] 

[two] 

4. What problem does the author point out with regard to the “New Atheism”? 

5. “Questions about ______________ cannot be meaningfully answered without depending  

upon beliefs that ultimately cannot be ______________.”  

6. What’s the problem with “proof”? 
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7. What’s the point of Richard Rorty’s quote? [pg. 76] 

8. On what was (is) Christopher Hitchens’ critique of religion dependent? 

9. When it comes to the life of the mind, what is a “fiduciary commitment”? [pg. 76] 

[Research the vocabulary here] 

10. On what is Hitchens’ critique of religion based? 

12. For Christians, faith is not merely cognitive, but also…. Explain 

13. “There is a world of difference between ________________________ and  

_____________________________________.”  

14. What was Lewis’ great achievement, according to Austin Farrer? 

15. What does it mean to demonstrate the “reasonableness of faith”? 
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16. To what are both science and Christian belief committed? 

17. What is Richard Dawkins’ view of reality?   

18. By what has our present cultural context been shaped? 

19. In what way is human logic deficient? 

20. How does McGrath define “abduction”?  What is its 
significance? 

21. How do trial lawyers depend on abduction? 

22. Research some objections to the traditional argument for God’s 
existence laid out on the top of page 85: 
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23. What does John Polkinghorne note that belief in God offers? 

24. How does the third type of scientific explanation resonate with the Christian faith? 

25. In the metanarrative of the New Atheists, what is religion?  What does it represent? 

26. What does it mean to have a “Christian mind” or the “mind of Christ” [1 Cor. 2:16]? 
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a p o l · o · g e t · i c s 
John Lennox 

“The Testimony of Science” [Part One] 

1. Who is John Lennox? 

2. What does he say that Psalm 91 is about? 

3. What was the original context of the statement “always be ready to give an 
answer....”? 

4.  “If we want to come to reality, we will have to face the matter of __________.” 

5.  None of us like to be regarded as ________________. 

6.  According to the New Atheists, religion is _______________ and should be 
abolished. 

7.  Faith in God and science are not ________________. 

8. Science does not necessitate _____________. 

9.  The war is really between two different _______________. 

10. The authority of science is perceived by many people to be so strong that ... 

11. “What science cannot explain humanity cannot ________.” - Bertrand Russell 
12. What’s wrong with the above statement? 
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13. Science cannot answer the questions of a ______________. 

14. What did Brian Davis say was the curious thing about mathematics? 

15. It does science no service to think it can do __________________. 

16. Explanation comes at different levels.  False ideas about God lead scientists to 
talk about “the God of the ____________.” 

17. Why did Isaac Newton write his book? 

18. [review] Science doesn’t tell us _________________. 

19. [review] Confusion about the nature of ________________. 

20. Confusion about the nature of ________________. 

21. According to some atheists, faith is belief without _______________. 

22. If the Christian faith was believing without evidence, then we had better not 
preach the _____________________. 

      

23. There are all sorts of reasons for believing beyond ______________ ________. 

24. Believing where there is no evidence is very ____________________. 
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a p o l · o · g e t · i c s 
John Lennox 

“The Testimony of Science” [Part Two] 

1. Every scientist believes in the _______________ intelligibility of the universe. 

2. Even the most atheistic scientist accepts, as an act of _________, the existence of a 
law-like order in nature...” 

3.  Faith is ______________ to science. 

4. Science proceeds on the assumption that our powers of ___________ have a 
certain validity. 

5. How do atheists regard thought? 

6. What happens if we are the product of random, unguided, natural processes? 

7. What does the naturalistic mindset deny and abolish? 

8. Why does Lennox reject the assumptions of Dawkins and Hawking? 

9. The history of science bears witness to the importance of the Biblical worldview for 
the rise of _____________. 

10. How does Lennox respond to the question: “Who created God”? 

11. Even explaining a ______________ can be an enormously complex thing. 

...was the plain hand of Providence slapping me in the face and letting me know my wickedness 
was being watched all the time from up there in heaven, whilst I was stealing a poor old woman's 
slave that hadn't ever done me no harm, and now was showing me there's One that's always on 
the lookout, and ain't agoing to allow no such miserable doings to go only just so fur and no 
further, I most dropped in my tracks I was so scared. Well, I tried the best I could to kinder soften it 
up somehow for myself, by saying I was brung up wicked, and so I warn't so much to blame; but 
something inside of me kept saying, "There was the Sunday school, you could a gone to it; and if 
you'd a done it they'd a learnt you, there, that people that acts as I'd been acting about that slave 
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12. What do we usually call created gods? 

13. The universe is not ____________, it’s derivative. 

14. Both the atheist and theist don’t go back ______________. 

15. What is the key question for our society today? 

16. What’s the point of the letters on the beach story? 

17. What was Peter’s antidote to fear? 

18. There is no persuasive evangelism without the decision to set apart Jesus as 
____________. 
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“I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen: not only because I see it, but 
because by it I see everything else.” 

[C.S. Lewis]

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1069006.C_S_Lewis
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1069006.C_S_Lewis
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S t u d y   G u i d e  6 

1. How does Christianity help to make sense of the “shower of facts” with which we are 
bombarded? 

2. Are beliefs that cannot be proved absolutely unreasonable?  Explain: 

3. How did C.S. Lewis describe right and wrong?  What did he mean? 

4. Though God’s existence cannot be proved, what can be affirmed with complete sincerity?  
How does this help us in our task? 

5. What is the common theme uniting all Christian writers on Clue #1? 

6. What change has taken place since the Russell-Coplestone debate in 1948? 

7. What is meant by “fine-tuning” in nature? 

8. What are the apologetic implications of “fine-tuning”? 
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9. How have scientists attempted to avoid the “obvious theistic implications” of fine-tuning?  
Any problems with this? 

10. Fine-tuning proves nothing, but what does the observation of it demonstrate? 

11. What is the “wisdom literature of the Old Testament”?  Find a couple examples of its 
expression of the order of the created world: 

12. What is one of the most significant parallels between the natural sciences and Christian 
theology? 

13. What are the limitations of the questions that the natural sciences sometimes ask? 

14. Why is C.S. Lewis’ argument helpful? [pg. 102] 

15. How does being made in the image of God provide a theological foundation for 
Christian apologetics? 

16. What important question about morality regularly rises in debate? 

17. For philosophers like Richard Rorty, on what does the truth of moral values depend?  
What is the problem with this line of thinking? 
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18. What does Lewis’ approach to right and wrong demonstrate? 

19. Respond to the Lewis quote on the bottom of pg. 107: 

20. What human longing is a “deep clue to the meaning of things”?  What does this mean? 

21. Augustine said: “You have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless until they 
find their rest in you.”   Response? 

22. How does “C.S. Lewis Song” by Brooke Fraser illustrate Lewis’ “argument from desire”? 

[C.S. Lewis Song] 

"I may, I suppose, regard myself, or pass for being, a relatively successful man. People occasionally 
stare at me in the streets — that's fame. I can easily earn enough for admission to the upper slopes 
of the Internal Revenue — that's wealth. Furnished with money and fame, even the elderly, if they 
care to, may partake of trendy diversions — that's pleasure. It may happen once in a while that 

something I said or wrote was sufficiently heeded for me to persuade myself that it represented a 
serious impact on the world — that's fulfillment. Yet I say to you — and I beg to believe me — multiply 
these tiny triumphs by a million, add them all together, and they are nothing — less than nothing, a 

positive impediment — measured against one draught of that living water Christ offers to the 
spiritually thirsty, irrespective of who or what they are. What, I ask myself, does life hold, what is 

there in the works of time, in the past, now, and to come, which could possibly be put in the balance 
against the refreshment of drinking that water?”  

[Malcolm Muggeridge]
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If I find in myself desires nothing in this world can satisfy, 
I can only conclude that I was not made for here 
If the flesh that I fight is at best only light and momentary, 
then of course I'll feel nude when to where I'm destined I'm compared 

[CHORUS] 

Speak to me in the light of the dawn  
Mercy comes with the morning  
I will sigh and with all creation groan as I wait for hope to come for me 

Am I lost or just less found?  

On the straight or on the roundabout of the wrong way?  
Is this a soul that stirs in me, is it breaking free, wanting to come alive?  
Cause my comfort would prefer for me to be numb  
And avoid the impending birth of who I was born to become 

[CHORUS] 

[BRIDGE] 

For we, we are not long here  
Our time is but a breath, so we better breathe it  
And I, I was made to live, I was made to love, I was made to know you  
Hope is coming for me  
Hope, He's coming 

[Brooke Fraser] 
23. With what did Lewis say Christian apologetics must engage? 

24. How could you see the “argument from desire” showing up in your relationships? 

25. Why do we “dream of beautiful worlds”? 

26. “We need to help people see the world in a different way – as a _______________, not  

a __________________.” 
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27. What did C.S. Lewis say would ultimately frustrate us in our search for beauty? 

28. Read Lewis’ “The Weight of Glory” [Appendix] and respond to what you’ve read.  What 
did you find helpful or interesting? 
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“Is Faith Delusional?”  
[Part One] 

1. What was Richard Dawkins about to do at the time of Ravi’s talk? 

2. What does Dawkins believe about the chances of believing differently than how 
you were raised? 

3. How does the naturalist compare with the theist in how they come to know things? 

a. Can we really “get outside of the box?” 

i. Huxley - “I have motives for not wanting this world to have ___________...” 

ii. “...for myself personally, the philosophy of __________________ was 
essentially an instrument of _______________...” 

www.devilsdelusion.com/devils-delusion/about.php 
b. Total determinism - “we are so locked into our _______ that whatever we do 

and think and reason is pre-programmed and predetermined.” (like a 
computer) 

✤ We have to make meaningful statements about ___________ and measure 
them up against the ____________ 

http://www.devilsdelusion.com/devils-delusion/about.php
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“Is Faith Delusional?”  
[Part Two] 

1. Total transcendence - logically, biologically, and ideologically _____________ 

2. Total determinism - [like a ____________] -- self-defeating 

✤ Berlinski - if everything is the product of hard-wiring, what about the thought 
itself? 

1. Semi-transcendence - humanity is able to move ___________ of itself to a 
legitimate degree 

•
✤ Meaningful statements about _____________, measured against the 
_________ 

✤ “Delusions” - fixed, _________ beliefs that are maintained despite objective 
__________ and logical argument to the contrary 

Ravi Zacharias - “Is Faith Delusional?”  
[Part Three] 

 
http://www.samharris.org/site/full_text/afterword-to-the-vintage-books-edition 

1. According to Richard Dawkins, there is no difference between God and the 
_____________________. 

2. Argument (from atheists): 

a. There’s no denotative ___________ (what’s that?) 

http://www.samharris.org/site/full_text/afterword-to-the-vintage-books-edition
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b. What’s a “neutrino”? 

c. What’s Berlinski’s point? 

3. First: You never find the reason for a physical thing within ______________. 

4. Second: Whenever you see “specified complexity”, we can assume an 
___________________ behind it. 

5. How did the astronauts respond when they saw the earth while orbiting the moon? 

6. Third: The history of human ________________ 

a. What question do prominent atheists raise about the existence of God? 

b. What explanation does Ravi give for the anger he sees in many atheists?f 

7. Jesus described Himself as: 

a. Son of _________ 

b. Son of _________ 

c. Son of _________ 

d. __________ who offers the greatest hope & possibility of rescue 

Ravi Zacharias - “Is Faith Delusional?”  
[Part Four] 

1. The Bible is remarkable in what it ________ and what it ___________ ______. 

2. How does Bartimaeus refer to Jesus? 

3. The great gift that Jesus gives: 
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a. Individual ____________ 

b. Individual ____________ 

4. Who presented Nietzsche’s writings to Mussolini?  Why? 

5. Jesus is the Lord over all of _____________ and all of _____________. 

6. Who was the “Son of Man” to 1st-Century listeners? 

7. What does Richard Dawkins think about God? 

8. What does Richard Dawkins think about humanity? 

9. What’s the problem? 

10. A person is deluded when ___________________________________________ 
11. God is a being in ____________________ 

12. What is Ravi’s love for humanity based on? 

Ravi Zacharias - “Is Faith Delusional?” [Part Five] 

�

1. When you place your trust in Him _______________ ... He will affirm you and 
help you to redefine _________________ 
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2. God is a being in ___________________. 

3. Moses wrote ________ laws ... Jesus reduced it to _________. 

4. We think we _______________ the Trinity, when really all we can do is 
______________ it 

5. What’s the point of the story about the manx shearwater? 

6. “You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our __________ are __________ 
until they rest in you.” - Augustine, Confessions, I. 1 

7. What’s our biggest problem (according to Ravi)? 

8. What do we need? 
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[164 people were killed over four days by terrorists from Wednesday, 26 November 
and until Saturday, 29 November 2008] 

9. What does the Mumbai story have to do with the gospel? 

10. What’s the point of the above picture?

“If the Foundations Are Being Destroyed, What Can the Righteous Do?” 

[Part One] 

1. What did Solomon say that God has put into the heart of men? [Ecclesiastes 3:11] 

2. According to Frederick Nietzsche, what happened to God in the 19th Century? 

3. How does Ravi Zacharias define [culture]? 

4. According to the definition of culture, what must [life] be? 

5. With what does a [genuine cultural revolution] make a decisive break? 

[Particularly those…that relate to the deepest questions on the nature and purpose of 
human life] 
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[Fundamental questions remain unanswered] 

6. What did G.K. Chesterton say the real tragedy is of disbelieving in God? 

7. According to Sakorov, what is the most powerful weapon in the world? 

8. What is unique about the Wexner center for the Arts at the Ohio State University? 

9. What is the first component of a sturdy community or nation? 

	 [Eternity] 

10. What ultimately brings meaning to life? 
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“If the Foundations Are Being Destroyed, What Can the Righteous Do?” 

[Part Two] 

1. What was unique about the first astronauts’ experience in the 1960’s? 

2. What were the only words that could “pull together” what was being experienced? 

3. What does our culture say that we should seize? 

4. What gives meaning to time? 

5. What is pragmatism? 

6. What is the second dimension of a successful society? 
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	 [“When you do away with eternity, you redefine existence.”] 

	 [“When you do away with morality, you redefine essence.”] 

7. “There is no such thing as believing nothing.”  Respond to this statement: 

8. What is a society without morality capable of? 

9. [C.S. Lewis - “Till We Have Faces”]: “Death opens a door out of a little, dark room (that's 
all the life we have known before it) into a great, real place where the true sun shines and 
we shall meet." 

	 [In the light of the last two worksheets, what does this quote from Lewis have to do 	
with what Ravi Zacharias was talking about?] 
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“If the Foundations Are Being Destroyed, What Can the Righteous Do?” 

[Part Three] 

1. What is the tragedy of our time? 

[rev·iew] 

	 [What is the first component of a sturdy society?] 

	 [What is the second component of a sturdy society?] 

2. Is there any logical way to defend relativism? 

	 [“He comes from this antiquated brand of thinkers that believes that truth can 	
be propositionally stated…”] 

	 [the law of noncontradiction -  something cannot simultaneously be and not be 	
of a specified kind or quantity] 
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3. What does Arthur Schlessinger say America is all about? 

4. How did O.J. Simpson attorney Robert Shapiro deal with the question Larry King asked 
him? 

[ab·er·rant] - departing from an accepted standard 

5. What did Peggy Noonan say was the moment the new America “began?” 

[Official disapproval/unofficial succor ] 9

[Going to help/asked to celebrate] 

6. “Beware of what you _____________” 

7. What is the third element of a sturdy society? 

“It is a ______________ scandal that gives offense, it is no sin to sin in  

______________” [Molière: 1622 – 73] 

[When eternity goes, we redefine existence] 

[When morality goes, we redefine essence] 

[When accountability goes, we face the loss of conscience] 

[When charity goes, we lose beneficence ] 10

 assistance and support in times of hardship and distress.9

 The state or quality of being kind, charitable, or beneficial.10

And he said to him, "What is your name?" And he said, "Jacob." 28Then he said, "Your name shall 
no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with men, and have 

prevailed." 

[genesis 32:27,28]
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8. What is the fourth element of a sturdy society? 

I went to my psychiatrist to be psychoanalysed 

 
To find out why I killed the cat and blackened my husband's eyes. 

 
He laid me on a downy couch to see what he could find, 

 
And here is what he dredged up from my subconscious mind: 

 
When I was one, my mommie hid my dolly in a trunk, 

 
And so it follows naturally that I am always drunk. 

 
When I was two, I saw my father kiss the maid one day, 

 
And that is why I suffer now from kleptomania. 

 
At three, I had the feeling of ambivalence towards my brothers, 

 
And so it follows naturally I poison all my lovers. 

 
But I am happy; now I've learned the lesson this has taught; 

 
That everything I do that's wrong is someone else's fault. 
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a p o l · o · g e t · i c s 
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s 

“If the Foundations Are Being Destroyed, What Can the Righteous Do?” 

[Part Four] 

[rev·iew] 

	 [What was the first element of a healthy culture and civilization?] 

	 [What was the second element of a healthy culture and civilization?] 

	 [What was the third element of a healthy culture and civilization?] 

	 [What was the fourth element of a healthy culture and civilization?] 

1. What happens when the components of a strong foundation are gone? 

2. “There’s no point cutting off a person’s _________, and then giving them a __________ to  

_______________.” 

3. What is the point of the above parable? [This is the place where YOU respond with your 
own interpretation of the parable] 

4. What did the graduate student at Princeton say to Ravi Zacharias? 
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5. What was it hard for the professors in Moscow to understand? 

	  
	 [Culture is an effort to find coherence] 

6. What is the privilege that God has given us? 

7. What happens as a result of brokenness? 

8. What is the motto of Oxford? 

9. What is the motto of Harvard? 

10. Eternity gives us a sense of _____________________ 

11. Morality gives us an orientation of _______________. 

12. Accountability enables us to _____________ together. 

13. Charity moves us ______________ one another. 
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a p o l · o · g e t · i c s 
M e r e   A p o l o g e t i c s 

S t u d y   G u i d e  7 

1. “Apologetics is about _______________ __________________” 

2. “The recent growth of postmodernity has led to a new emphasis on the importance of  

_____________ and ____________...” 

3. Explain what the image of the sun and the shutter have to do with apologetics: 

4. How does Augustine’s story illustrate the importance of explanation? 

5. What do the arguments on pg. 132 make clear? 

6. What was the significance of Schaeffer’s work at L’Abri? 

7. What was Schaeffer’s most significant contribution to apologetics? 
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8. What is meant by thinking of apologetics in terms of taking the roof off a shelter? 

9. What is “Logical Positivism”? 

10. Rewrite the following sentence in your own words: 

[A rationalist notion of truth as propositional correctness can too easily displace the 
biblical idea of truth as a relational concept.] 

11. What feature of postmodernity is of particular importance to apologetics? 

12. Do you think this feature is as important as McGrath thinks it is? 

13. What does the Christian narrative offer, according to Lewis? 

14. What four fundamental questions does the Bible answer?  How does it answer them? 

	  

	 [one] 
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	 [two] 

	 [three] 

	  

	 [four] 

15. What help was J.R.R. Tolkien in terms of story? 

16. How would you “work out and improve” McGrath’s take on the “Parable of the pearl of 
great price”? 

17. How is the story of the exile of Jerusalem to Babylon useful for apologetics? 

18. What is the “controlling narrative” of The Da Vinci Code? 

19. What does McGrath suggest as the possible reason for the popularity of The Da Vinci 
Code? 
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20. What is the basic story of Philip Pullman’s 2010 work The Good Man Jesus and the 
Scoundrel Christ? 

21. What does McGrath say Pullman’s “clear intention” was? 

22. What is the supreme form of communication for postmodern writers? 

23. How can Plato’s image be used to commend and communicate the gospel? 

24. What does McGrath suggest? 

25. What Bible verses are helpful here? 

26. How is the image of adoption helpful?  What is adoption about?   

27. What recent films speak of theological and apologetical issues? 
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a p o l · o · g e t · i c s 
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s 

“Though the Fig Tree Does Not Bud” [Part One] 

1. What question does Ravi want to deal with in this message? 

2. The issue of _______________ is an age-old question. 

[Habakkuk 1:2-4] 

[Habakkuk’s First Query]: 

	 [How long must I call for ________ … or cry to you “ ____________”?] 

"What profit is an idol when its maker has shaped it, a metal image, a teacher of 
lies?  For its maker trusts in his own creation when he makes speechless idols! Woe 
to him who says to a wooden thing, Awake; to a silent stone, Arise! Can this teach? 
Behold, it is overlaid with gold and silver, and there is no breath at all in it. But the 

LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him." 

[Habakkuk 2:18-20]
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	 	 [Violence is the same as the word “_____________”] 

	 	 [17th Century in Europe: __________ million killed] 

	 	 [18th Century: __________ million] 

	 	  
	 	 [19th Century: __________ million] 

	 	  
	 	 [20th Century: __________ million] 

3. Nietzsche: “God is ________” 

4. What would happen, according to Nietzsche, after the death of God? 

5. Who did Nietzsche influence? 

6. In what year did the “Honor Roll” murder take place? 

7. In what place? 

[Habakkuk’s Second Query]: 

	 [“Why do you not speak out when there is so much _____________?”] 

	 	 [Aristotle: Justice is a ___________ notion] 
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	 	 [“Ours is an age where ___________ has become obsolete.”] 

	 	 [Justice is not ___________ of virtue; it is virtue in its ___________.] 

[Habakkuk’s Third Query]: 

	  
	 [“How can you tolerate so much ___________?”] 

8. In the wake of 9/11, what word was being heard across the 
airwaves? 

9. Adolf Eichmann - The ___________  of evil. 11

10. What is God’s first response to Habakkuk? 

	 [The ______________ of God in distinction to _____________] 

11. Without God in the _______________, the ______________ makes no sense 

12. G.K. Chesterton – “God is like the ___________, you cannot look at it, but without it,  

you cannot look at _______________ else.” 

13. Sin is a ___________ at the human mind for the _____________ of the soul. 

 Something that is trite, obvious, or predictable; a commonplace. 11

“GOD, the Lord, is my strength; 
he makes my feet like the deer's; 

he makes me tread on my high places” 

[Habakkuk 3:19]
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14. The reality of God makes a difference in the way you ___________ and ____________. 

�  

a p o l · o · g e t · i c s 
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s 

“Though the Fig Tree Does Not Bud” [Part Two] 

1. Where does _____________ fit in a Christian worldview? 

2. [vi·o·lence]: a _______________ of injustice 
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3. God’s first response: The _____________ of God in ________________ to atheism. 

4. Without ___________ in the _____________ the ______________ does not make sense 
anymore. 

5. What did the cab driver say was the motivation for September 11th? 

6. Who was really behind it [according to the cabbie]? 

	 [The ability of humanity to manufacture ___________.] 

7. God says, “The world is an _____________ builder” [Habakkuk 2:18-20] 

8. Sin is a _________ at the human mind for the ________________ of the _____________. 

9. _____________ and ___________ and the sacredness of life finds its meaning in the very  

character of God. 

10. The difference between God’s __________________ and ______-existence is very real. 

11. [God and time]: Time is the ___________ of God as He paints His _________________  

on the _____________ of the human heart. 

12. What is the meaning of the story Ravi told from Vietnam? (1971) 
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“Your eyes saw my unformed substance; 
 

in your book were written, every one of them, 
 

    the days that were formed for me, 
 

    when as yet there was none of them.” 

[psalm 139:16] 

13. The one who _____________ us into the world will drive us to our _______________.  

	  
	 [God IS in distinction to _________________] 

	 [The eventuality of His working in distinction to _________________] 

	 [The eternality of His perspective in distinction to ________________] 

14. ______________ is the perspective from which we get a look at the full picture. 

	 [“The thin line between __________ and ___________ runs 	 	 through every 
human heart” - Aleksandr I. Solzhenitsyn] 

15. What scene is the answer to violence? 

16. It is only as we understand the _____________ that we will understand what it is to  

respond to evil. 

17. God _______, God _________, God ______________. 
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18. Violence is a symptom of our _________________ from God. 

a p o l · o · g e t · i c s 
M e r e   A p o l o g e t i c s 

S t u d y   G u i d e  8 

1. On the one hand, apologetics is about: 

2. On the other hand:  

3. The nature of the______________ shapes the questions that might be asked about 
Christianity. 

4. What questions are important in an Islamic context? 
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5. Questions should be seen not as ______________, but as ___________________ to faith. 

6. What does McGrath suggest as the “best responses” to questions regarding faith? 

7. “Never give an answer to a question that _____________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________.”   

8. Why? 

9. What is the apologist’s job, as it pertains to the “road to faith”? 

10. Why is it important to be gracious with questions? 

11. What does McGrath suggest, to bring out “the question behind the question”? 

12. What are the weaknesses of prepackaged answers to honest questions? 

13. What have you learned from the other apologists we’ve featured this semester? 



a p o l · o · g e t · i c s	 �84

14. “_________________ has a knockdown answer to the problem of suffering.” 

15. How does this statement help in answering Case Study #1? 

[“God knows what it is like to suffer”] 

16. What does it mean for God to “sympathize” with our suffering? 

17. What does our revulsion at pain and suffering reveal? 

18. What is the “real issue” when it comes to suffering? 

19. What is the second Case Study issue?  

	 [Where does it find its origin?] 

20. What is the problem with the evidence supporting Freud’s views? 
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21. How does Lewis help us in response to Freud? 

22. What two points does McGrath make in response to the view that belief in God is a 
“crutch” for weak people? 

[one] 

[two] 

23. What historical event may have caused Freud to change his mind? [pg. 171] 

24. “Apologetics is as much an __________ as it is a _______________.” 

25. How would you work out a response to the four questions on pg. 172? [Consider pg. 173 
in your answer.] 

	 [one] 

	 [two] 

	 [three] 

	 [four] 

26. What are the four steps suggested in the “art” of apologetics? [pgs. 173, 174] 

	 [one] 
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	 [two] 

	 [three] 

	 [four] 

27. What did you find helpful about McGrath’s answers to the listed questions? Be specific: 

	 [one] 

	 [two] 
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a p o l · o · g e t · i c s 
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s 

“What is Worthwhile Under the Sun” [Part One] 

1. What question is Ravi often asked when he speaks? 

2. Why did this question cross his mind in the story he recounts to us? 

3. What is the converse (opposite) of that question? 

4. “They have everything the world has to offer except __________ peace & ___________.”  

[ecclesiastes 2:1-11] 

5. What does the phrase “under the sun” mean in Hebrew thinking? 

6. “Meaninglessness does not come from being weary of _________, meaninglessness  
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comes from being weary of _____________.” - [G.K. Chesterton] 

 
7. “At His ___________ ___________ are _____________ forevermore.” [Psalm 16:11] 

[Prin·ci·ple One] – [Judges 7] - “Anything that _______________ you without  

__________________ from _____________________ or _____________________ your  

___________ ___________ is a _____________________ pleasure.” 

9. How many miles did John Wesley travel preaching the gospel? 

10. How did John Wesley’s mother define sin for him? 

What Orwell feared were those who would ban books. What Huxley feared was that there would 
be no reason to ban a book, for there would be no one who wanted to read one. Orwell feared 
those who would deprive us of information. Huxley feared those who would give us so much that 
we would be reduced to passivity and egoism. Orwell feared that the truth would be concealed 
from us. Huxley feared the truth would be drowned in a sea of irrelevance. Orwell feared we 

would become a captive culture. Huxley feared we would become a trivial culture, preoccupied 
with some equivalent of the feelies, the orgy porgy, and the centrifugal bumblepuppy. As Huxley 
remarked in Brave New World Revisited, the civil libertarians and rationalists who are ever on the 
alert to oppose tyranny "failed to take into account man's almost infinite appetite for distractions". 

In 1984, Huxley added, people are controlled by inflicting pain. In Brave New World, they are 
controlled by inflicting pleasure. 

[In short, Orwell feared that what we hate will ruin us. Huxley feared 
that what we love will ruin us.]  12

 Foreword from Amusing Ourselves to Death by Neil Postman12
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a p o l · o · g e t · i c s 
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s 

“What is Worthwhile Under the Sun” [Part Two] 

1. The underlying idea is that you must first understand what your _________ _______ is. 

2. What question did Ravi ask after he saw the girl who was waiting to die? 

[review] 

[Prin·ci·ple One] 

3. What is your goal in life? 

[Prin·ci·ple Two] – [2 Samuel 23] - Any pleasure that jeopardizes the  

________________ ________________ of another may be an illicit  pleasure 13

 forbidden by law, rules, or custom. 13

[The Vanity of Self-Indulgence] 

	 “I said in my heart, "Come now, I will test you with pleasure; enjoy yourself." But behold, 
this also was vanity. I said of laughter, "It is mad," and of pleasure, "What use is it?" I searched 

with my heart how to cheer my body with wine--my heart still guiding me with wisdom--and how to 
lay hold on folly, till I might see what was good for the children of man to do under heaven 

during the few days of their life.” 

[ecclesiastes 2:1-3]
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4. How did David’s men respond to his request? 

5. How did David respond? 

6. Why? 

7. That which can refresh you without diminishing your _____________ ____________ is a  

_____________ pleasure. 

8. Any pleasure that ___________ another person is an ________________ pleasure. 
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a p o l · o · g e t · i c s 
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s 

“What is Worthwhile Under the Sun” [Part Three] 

1. God is on the side of pleasure which is _____________ & perpetuates itself. 

2. Any pleasure that ____________ the _________ right of another is an illicit [prohibited] 
pleasure. 

3. What is the moral of the story of the girl with the paint can? 

4. What did Ravi’s son ask to do after the Columbine shooting? 

5. Build a ____________ and a ___________ where values are ____________ before you. 

[review]  

[Prin·ci·ple One] 

“Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use of the 
time, because the days are evil.” 

[ephesians 5:15,16]
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[Prin·ci·ple Two] 

[Prin·ci·ple Three] – [Proverbs 25:16] – “Any pleasure, however good _____________ 

_______________________________________________________________________” 

[App·li·ca·tion One] – Pleasure for pleasure’s sake will 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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a p o l · o · g e t · i c s 
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s 

“What is Worthwhile Under the Sun” [Part Four] 

1. What brought Ravi’s wealthy friend to Christ? 

[App·li·ca·tion Two] – There is a place for ___________________________________. 

2. How does the senior devil encourage the junior devil to keep the man from the “enemy” in 
C.S. Lewis’ The Screwtape Letters? 

3. Pure pleasure brings you within the reach of ______________________. 

[App·li·ca·tion Three] - The ultimate pleasure is the pleasure of ________________. 

4. It is _____________ that brings complete pleasure. 

5. What was Ravi Zacharias doing in Vietnam in 1971? 

"Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters;  
and he who has no money, come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.  

Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
 and your labor for that which does not satisfy?  

Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, 
 and delight yourselves in rich food.  

Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul may live; 
and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 

 my steadfast, sure love for David.”  

[isaiah 55:1-3]

“If you have found honey, eat only enough for you, 
 

lest you have your fill of it and vomit it.”  

[proverbs 25:16]

“And we know that in all things  

God works for the good of those who love him,  

who have been called according to his purpose.”  

[romans 8:28]
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6. What was the Vietnamese commanding officer doing with the pages of the Bible? 

7. No _____________ the world has to offer will ever come close to what God has for us. 

8. [Psalm 34:8] – “______________ and ______________ that He is good.” 
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[psalm 34] 

Taste and See That the LORD Is Good 

Of David, when he changed his behavior before Abimelech, so that he drove him out, and 

he went away. 

1 I will bless the LORD at all times; 

   his praise shall continually be in my mouth.  

2 My soul makes its boast in the LORD; 

   let the humble hear and be glad.  

3 Oh, magnify the LORD with me, 

   and let us exalt his name together!   

4 I sought the LORD, and he answered me  

   and delivered me from all my fears.  

5 Those who look to him are radiant, 

   and their faces shall never be ashamed.  

6 This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him  

   and saved him out of all his troubles.  

7 The angel of the LORD encamps 

   around those who fear him, and delivers them.    

[8 Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! 

   Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him!] 

9 Oh, fear the LORD, you his saints, 

   for those who fear him have no lack!  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10 The young lions suffer want and hunger;  

   but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing.      

 11 Come, O children, listen to me; 

   I will teach you the fear of the LORD.  

12 What man is there who desires life  

   and loves many days, that he may see good?  

13 Keep your tongue from evil  

   and your lips from speaking deceit.  

14 Turn away from evil and do good; 

   seek peace and pursue it.     

 15 The eyes of the LORD are toward the righteous 

   and his ears toward their cry.  

16 The face of the LORD is against those who do evil, 

   to cut off the memory of them from the earth.  

17 When the righteous cry for help, the LORD hears 

   and delivers them out of all their troubles.  

18 The LORD is near to the brokenhearted 

   and saves the crushed in spirit.  

19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 

   but the LORD delivers him out of them all.  

20 He keeps all his bones; 

   not one of them is broken.  

21 Affliction will slay the wicked, 

   and those who hate the righteous will be condemned.  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22 The LORD redeems the life of his servants; 

   none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned. 

a p o l · o · g e t · i c s 
M e r e   A p o l o g e t i c s 

S t u d y   G u i d e  9 

1. Rather than merely give answers, what has been McGrath’s concern in the book? 

2. Which of the four “best ways” seems to suit you?   

3. What will an apologist need to do their work well?  How might this translate to your life 
over the next couple years? 

4. Again, what have you learned from the other apologists you’ve been exposed to?  How 
could you develop and adapt their approaches? 

5. What is “reverse engineering”?  How is it helpful in this context? 

6. What is essential to developing your own apologetic method? 
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 7. Why are the best answers your own? 

8. How might McGrath’s examples of his strengths help you identify your own? 

9. How does a person learn to construct and deliver apologetic addresses? 

10. How does the example of The Inklings help you form a plan on what to do next? 
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a p o l · o · g e t · i c s 
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s 

“Postures of the Mind, Affections of the Heart” [Part One] 

“Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: 
forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on 
toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” 

[Philippians 3:13,14] 

1. “The __________ is to the soul what the ____________ is to the body.” 

2. The mind is that which “pulls together” all that you know to be true or false 

3. Ravi’s first challenge: 

• Learning how to _____________ 

• What was the point of the story of the Olympic athlete? 

• There are some issues from the past that can be settled 

• There are some difficult moments in your life that 
must be _______________ 
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• “Bury them under His ______________” 

4. Second challenge: 

• Determine what you will ____________ 

• What verse did Ravi quote in support of this? 

• What was the last statement on the video supporting the university? 

• What was the course Ravi referred to “designed” to do? 
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a p o l · o · g e t · i c s 
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s 

“Postures of the Mind, Affections of the Heart” [Part Two] 

1. What issues in your life should you “settle” before you leave this place? 

2.  What was Ravi’s professor’s goal in life? 

3. ____________ has not disproved the existence of God. 

4. Why, oftentimes, do atheists believe what they believe? 

5. Some people are atheists not because of _________________ reasons, but 
____________ reasons. 
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"I had motives for not wanting the world to have a meaning; consequently 
assumed that it had none, and was able without any difficulty to find satisfying 
reasons for this assumption... The philosopher who finds no meaning in the 
world is not concerned exclusively with a problem in metaphysics, he is also 
concerned to prove that there is no valid reason why he personally should not 
do as he wants to do, or why his friends should not seize political power and 
govern in the way that they find most advantageous to themselves... For 
myself... the philosophy of meaninglessness was essentially an instrument of 
liberation... sexual... [and] political."  14

6. What did Carl Sagan say about messages from outer space? 

7. How does the DNA example provide a response to Sagan? 

8. How many cells are there in the eye alone? 

 -- Aldous Huxley Ends and Means, pg. 273, 193714

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/083712252X/thepageofreason
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a p o l · o · g e t · i c s 
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s 

“Postures of the Mind, Affections of the Heart” [Part Three] 

1. What assumption will be challenged in many of the universities you enter in the 
coming months? 

2. Third challenge: Be committed to His ____________, so that it is not only the 
_____________ of the mind, but the ______________ of the heart 

3. What words did Madalyn Murray O'Hair repeat three times in her journals? 

4. You’ve heard the story about Vietnam before, what strikes you about it this time? 

5. What about this message will help in the “evil days” to come? 

6. The love of God is so ________________ that He follows you in the 
__________________ moments of your life. 

7. Review: (Three principles) 

Learning to ___________ 

Determined to __________________ 
 

Committed to His 
______________ 


