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Course Description 

 A year-long course designed both to explain what it is to have the “mind of 
Christ” in the 21st Century and also to investigate what this looked like in 1st 

Century Christian communities. 

“The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually 

discerned. The spiritual person judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no 
one. ‘For who has understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?’ But we 

have the mind of Christ.” 
1 Corinthians 2:14-16 [ESV] 

Course Objectives 

1. To encourage students toward a Biblical understanding of what it means to 
have life in Christ 

2. To encourage students toward a Biblical understanding of what it means to 
have the “mind of Christ" 

3. To move students toward a Biblical understanding of the essentials of Christian 
belief and practice. 

mailto:swebster@blackhawkchristian.org
mailto:sgrwebster@gmail.com
http://stephengrwebster.wordpress.com
http://www.twitter.com/sgrwebster
https://instagram.com/sgrwebster/
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4. To explore how essential Christian beliefs worked in selected 1st Century 
Christian communities 

5. To explore how essential, historical Christian beliefs impact life in the 21st 
Century  

Course Grading 

Study Guides       [20%] 

These will be worksheets that guide our class discussion unit by unit.  They will be 
taken from Scripture and from online resources made available during the year.  
There will be 9 per semester. 

Quizzes        [50%] 

These will be bi-weekly tests consisting of basic matching questions, short answer 
questions, and a memory verse (fill in the blank). 

Memory Verses      [10%] 

There will be separate, stand-alone memory verse quizzes on the weeks that we 
do not have tests. 

Journal/Essentials Tracking    [10%] 

Each unit, students will be required to publish an online journal detailing what 
they’ve learned and whatever questions they may have.  This should be no more 
than 3/4 of a page in length.   

Additionally, students will be required to track each of our 6 essentials by color 
during our 2nd Semester study of Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians and 
Colossians. 

Exam         [10%] 

This will be a comprehensive semester exam, covering the balance of the 
information covered throughout the course. 
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Course Schedule 
Weeks 1,2 - Intro      Memory Verses 

Week One        1 Corinthians 2:14-16 

Week Two        Isaiah 40:12,13   
   
Weeks 3,4 - The Authority of Scripture 

Week Three        2 Timothy 3:14-16 

Week Four        Psalm 19:7-9 

Weeks 5,6 - The Deity of Christ 

Week Five        John 1:1-3 

Week Six        Isaiah 40:3-5 

Weeks 7,8 - The sinfulness of humanity 

Week Seven        Ephesians 2:1-3 

Week Eight        Psalm 14:2,3 

Weeks 9,10 - Salvation by grace through faith in Christ 

Week Nine        Ephesians 2:8,9 

Week Ten        Romans 5:1,2 

Weeks 11,12 - The Nature of God — The Trinity 

Week Eleven       2 Peter 1:16-18 

Week Twelve       2 Peter 1:19-21 
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Weeks 13,14 - The resurrection of Christ 

Week 13        1 Peter 1:3-5 

Week 14        Isaiah 53:10,11 

Weeks 15,16 - Review 

Week 15         Romans 5:6-8 

Week 16        Romans 5:9-11 
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1. The authority of Scripture 

2. The deity of Christ 

3. The sinfulness of humanity 

4. Salvation by Grace through Faith in 
Christ 

5. The nature of God - the Trinity 

6. The resurrection of Christ 
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[This I Believe (The Creed)] 

Our Father Everlasting 
The All-Creating One 
God Almighty 

Through Your Holy Spirit 
Conceiving Christ the Son 
Jesus our Savior 

I believe in God our Father  
I believe in Christ the Son 
I believe in the Holy Spirit 
Our God is three in one 
I believe in the resurrection 
That we will rise again 
For I believe in the name of Jesus 

Our judge and our defender 
Suffered and crucified 
Forgiveness is in You 

Descended into darkness 
You rose in glorious light 
Forever seated high 

[chorus] 

I believe in You 
I believe you rose again 
I believe that Jesus Christ is Lord 

[chorus] 

I believe in life eternal 
I believe in the virgin birth 
I believe in the saints’ communion 
And in Your holy church 
I believe in the resurrection 
When Jesus comes again 
For I believe in the name of Jesus 

[chorus] 

- Hillsong Worship 
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Study Guide #1 
Weeks 1,2 - Intro 

1. Take a look at 1 Corinthians 2:14-16.  What kind of person “does 
not accept” things from God’s Spirit? 

2. What are they to him?  How do other translations (NASB, NET, 
NLT, NIV) translate the answer to this question? 

3. Why is this person “not able to understand” spiritual things? 

4. 1 Corinthians 2:15 says that the spiritual person “judges” all things.  
How do our other translations use this word? 

5. How does Proverbs 28:5 help us understand the difference 
between a spiritual person and those that aren’t spiritual? 

6. What verse does the author quote in 1 Corinthians 2:16? 

7. Read Isaiah 40:12-17.  What seems to be Isaiah’s point here?  How 
does he describe God? 

8. How does the NLT translate Isaiah 40:13?   
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9. What is the answer to this question?  (1 Corinthians 2:16) 

10. How would you respond to that? 

11. So, based on what you’ve seen from 1 Corinthians 2 & Isaiah 40, 
what does it mean to have the “mind of Christ”? 

12. What does John 15:15 say about those who follow Jesus? What 
does He now call them? 

13. What has Jesus done for them? 

14. What does John 15:15 seem to say about Jesus’ access to the 
Father? 

15. Why did Jesus choose them? (John 15:16)  “That they would…” 

16. What other command does Jesus give His disciples in John 15:17 
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17. Philippians 2 is a famous passage about following Christ’s example.    
In Philippians 2:1, Paul asks a series of questions that are really 
statements.  How will the church at Philippi make Paul “truly 
happy” (NLT - Philippians 2:2)?   

18. How else does he describe this (the answer to #17) in Philippians 
2:3,4? 

19. The word translated as “have this mind” (ESV - Philippians 2:5) 
means something like: “to develop an attitude based on careful 
thought”  What does Philippians 2:5 say about our minds? 

20.How do other translations use that word? (“mind”) 

21. What is an “attitude”?  How would you define it? 

22.What does Philippians 2:6 say about Jesus?  Who is He? 

23. How did He think about His position?  (NLT - Philippians 2:6) 

24. Since He thought this way, what did He then do? (Philippians 2:7) 
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25. How far was He willing to go as He “humbled himself”? (Philippians 
2:8) 

26.What was the result of this, for Jesus? (Phil. 2:9) 

27. How will all people eventually respond to Him? (Phil. 2:10,11) 

28. Remember, Paul’s point as he wrote here was to tell the Philippians 
that, if they are in Christ, they have the same attitude that He did.  
What might this look like for you, specifically? 

29. So, based on what you’ve seen in 1 Corinthians 2:14-16, John 15 and 
Philippians 2, what does it mean to have the “mind of Christ”? 

30. Are the 6 “Essentials” that we will be talking about ways to gain 
access to God?  Explain your answer: 
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Study Guide #2 
Weeks 1,2 - Intro 

1. We learned from 1 Corinthians 2 that spiritual things are only 
understood when the Holy Spirit makes them understandable.  
Take a look at John 16:13.  What did Jesus say would happen when 
the Holy Spirit comes? 

2. How does Jesus refer to the Holy Spirit in John 16:13? 

3. What will the Holy Spirit say to those who follow Jesus? (John 
16:13) 

4. What will the Holy Spirit do to Jesus? (John 16:14) 

5. What will the Holy Spirit have to say about Jesus? (John 16:14) 

6. What kind of access does Jesus have to the Father?  (John 16:15) 

7. In John 16:15 Jesus says: “therefore I said that he will take what is 
mine and declare it to you.” Who is the “he” that Jesus is referring 
to? 

8. How does the NLT translate John 16:15? 
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9. Take a look at Romans 8:5-14.  what do those who “live according 
to the flesh” think about?  (8:5 - The ESV says “set their minds 
on”) 

10. What do those who live according to the Spirit think about? 

11. What is the outcome of “setting your mind on the flesh” (Romans 
8:6) 

12. What is the outcome of setting your mind on the Spirit?   

13. Why are those who live according to the flesh hostile to God? 
(Romans 8:7) 

14. Write out Romans 8:8 in the NLT: 

15. So who are the two kinds of people according to Romans 8:5-9? 

16. What does Romans 8:9 say about the person that is “in the Spirit”. 

17. What will happen because you have been “made right with God”? 
(Romans 8:10 - NLT) 
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18. What will happen to those who have the Spirit dwelling within 
them? (Romans 8:11) 

19. What does Romans 8:11 say that the Spirit of God did for Jesus? 
(Romans 8:11) 

20.What does Romans 8:14 say about those who are “led by the Spirit 
of God”? 

21. What was the problem with the Israelites in 2 Corinthians 3:14? 

22.What is the only way that this problem can be fixed? (2 Corinthians 
3:14) 

23. What happens when Christ comes in?  

24. How is a person “transformed”? (Romans 12:2) 

25. What will a person who has a renewed mind be able to do?  

26.How does Paul describe the way that people without the Spirit 
live? (Ephesians 4:17-19) 
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27. What has happened to someone’s mind that follows Jesus? 
(Ephesians 4:23) 

28. What will a person’s life now look like that has this renewed mind? 
(Ephesians 4:24) 

29. Can a person take credit themselves for this change of mind and 
life? (Ephesians 2:8-10) 

30. Are the 6 “Essentials” that we will be talking about ways to gain 
access to God?  Explain your answer: 
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Study Guide #3 
Weeks 3,4 - The Authority of Scripture 

Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:14-16 

14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly 
believed, knowing from whom you learned it 15 and how from 
childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which 
are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 
16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 

1. 1 and 2 Timothy are letters that Paul wrote to a young pastor 
named Timothy.  Timothy was leading a church in an important city 
called Ephesus.  In order to lead this church well, he needed help 
and clear teaching.  What does 2 Timothy 3:14 tell us about 
Timothy? 

2. What does Paul call the Bible in verse 15?  How do our other 
translations describe this? 

3. What is the Bible able to do?  (3:15) 

4. How is a person saved? (3:15) 

5. What does 2 Timothy 3:16 say that Scripture is?  Where does it 
come from? 
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6. What are some things that it is “useful” (NLT) for?  

7. If God’s people understand the Bible in this way, what will they be 
equipped to do? (3:17) 

8. In 2 Peter 1, the apostle Peter (who knew Jesus personally and 
spent years with him) tells a story about something amazing that 
he personally witnessed.  This story is told in Mark 9:2-8.  What 
happened? 

9. Back to 2 Peter 1:16-21.  What does Peter say he DID NOT do 
when he told this story? 

10. Why should we believe Peter’s story?  (2 Peter 1:16) 

11. What did Jesus receive from God the Father? (2 Peter 1:17) 

12. So, how does God the Father feel about Jesus?  What does He 
think of Him? (2 Peter 1:17) 

13. Again, why should we believe Peter’s story? (2 Peter 1:18) 
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14. Read 2 Peter 1:19 in the NLT.  What does Peter say about his 
confidence in what the Bible says?   

15. What does he say that we should do when it comes to the Bible? 
(2 Peter 1:19) 

16. Why should we do this? (2 Peter 1:19) 

17. What does Peter say that the Bible is NOT? (2 Peter 1:20) 

18. So, what is it then? (2 Peter 1:21)  [Make sure you are reading ALL 
our translations in these verses] 

19. Both Paul and Peter have mentioned the “prophets” in their letters.  
Let’s take a look at those prophets and see what they said and 
what they believed about what they were saying.  Isaiah is the first 
in the list of the prophets of the Old Testament.  In Isaiah 1:2, what 
does Isaiah say about why the people should listen to him? [Again, 
make sure you’re looking at all our translations] 

20.Look at Amos 1.  What phrase is repeated in Amos 1:3,6,9,11 and 13? 

21. In Deuteronomy 18:18, why does God say He would “raise up 
prophets”?  What would they do? 
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22.How does Deuteronomy 18:20,21 say that the people would 
recognize a false prophet? 

23. [this is a blank question] 

24. In Acts 3, Peter says that Jesus was the One that Moses talked 
about in Deuteronomy 18.  How does He say that we should listen 
to Jesus? (Acts 3:22) 

25. What does Peter say will be the outcome for those who do not 
listen to Jesus? (Acts 3:23) 

26.Back in Acts 3:18, what does Peter say that the prophets said would 
happen?   

27. In Acts 7, a man named Stephen gives an amazing speech about 
the whole story of Israel.  What does he say about the reaction of 
the people to what the prophets said? (Acts 7:52) 

28. What does he say about those who delivered God’s law? (Acts 
7:53) 

29. What does Hebrews 2:2 say about the message delivered by 
angels?  

30. So, all I have to do is think that the Scriptures are God’s authority 
and He’ll overlook my sin, right? 
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[Say the Word] 

Say the word and there is light 
Say the word and dead bones rise 
Every start and end hangs on Your voice 
For Your word never returns void 

Written in a billion skies 
Speaking to this heart of mine 
All that I am with all creation 
Hanging on every word that You've spoken 
And it will not be shaken 
Clinging for life to all Your promise 
Hanging on every word that You say 

It will remain 
And my soul will hang on every word You say 

Word made flesh You wrote in grace 
Promise kept through cross and grave 
Over words of stone You spelled out love 
And when You say it is done 
It is done 

Written in a billion skies 
Speaking to this heart of mine 
All that I am with all creation 
Hanging on every word that You've spoken 
And it will not be shaken 
Clinging for life to all Your promise 
Hanging on every word that You say 

It will remain 
And my soul will hang on every word You say 
Cause I know Your word will never ever fail 
And my soul will hang on every word You say 

- Hillsong United 
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Study Guide #4 
Weeks 3,4 - The Authority of Scripture\ 

Psalm 19:7-9 (ESV) 
7  
The law of the Lord is perfect, 
    reviving the soul; 
the testimony of the Lord is sure, 
    making wise the simple; 
8  
the precepts of the Lord are right, 
    rejoicing the heart; 
the commandment of the Lord is pure, 
    enlightening the eyes; 
9  
the fear of the Lord is clean, 
    enduring forever; 
the rules of the Lord are true, 
    and righteous altogether. 

1. In Psalm 19, David refers to the “law of the LORD”.  When the Old 
Testament talks about the “law” it is referring to its first 5 books: 
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy.  These 
books tell the story of the creation of the world and of God’s 
choice of a people to make Him known in the world.  They were 
written by Moses, who personally witnessed much of what we see 
in those books.  In order for God’s people to make Him known to 
the world, they would need to live in a certain way - the way that 
God designed people to live.  When God’s people lived this way 
they told all those who watched them that their God was the only 
God.  When they didn’t, they cut themselves off from God and the 
life that could only be found in Him.  What does Psalm 19:7 say 
that the law of the Lord is? 

2. What does the law of the Lord do for the soul? 
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3. What does Psalm 23:3 say that God will do for our souls? 

4. Notice that there is no disconnection between what God does and 
what His Word does.  How else does Psalm 23:1-3 describe God 
and what He wants to do for His people? 

5. Do you ever think this way about the commands that God gives?  
Is it easy sometimes to think of His commands as a burden and not 
a gift?  Is it easy to think about God as merely someone who tells 
you what to do? 

  

6. Psalm 19 uses 5 words that all refer back to God’s commands in 
the first five books (law, testimony, precept, commandment and 
rules).  What does Psalm 19:7 say about the testimony of the Lord? 

7. How does the NLT translate the word “sure”? 

8. What comfort does this give in our world that is broken and 
confused? 

9. What word is found in both Psalm 19:7 and 2 Timothy 3:15? 

10. What power do God’s precepts have when it comes to “simple” 
people like us? 

11. According to Psalm 111:7, how many of God’s precepts can we 
trust?   

12. According to Psalm 119:4, how should we respond to them? 
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13. How does Psalm 19:8 say that we can tell right from wrong? 

14. What is the right response to this? (Psalm 19:8) 

15. What does David say about God’s commandments?  Is there 
anything wrong with them? 

16. What does the NLT say that God’s commands will help us with in 
our living? (Psalm 19:8) 

17. How does the NLT translate the “fear of the Lord”? (Psalm 19:9) 

18. Is there any lasting power to seeing God this way? 

19. According to Psalm 119:160, how long will God’s “righteous rules” 
last? 

20.What did Jesus say about the law of the Lord? (the “Scriptures” - 
John 5:39-46) 

21. Whom did He say Moses was writing about? (John 5:46) 

22.What did Jesus do for His followers after He rose from the dead? 
(Luke 24:27) 

23. What did Jesus say that He came to do regarding the Law? 
(Matthew 5:17-18) 
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24.  In Matthew 5, Jesus says that He came to “fulfill the Law”.  This 
means, in part, that He was the only One who could ever keep the 
Law perfectly.  His perfect obedience is what made Him an 
acceptable sacrifice for us.  What does 2 Corinthians 1:20 say about 
the “promises of God”?  What does the NLT say? 

25. What does 2 Corinthians 1:22 say about our “guarantee” if we 
believe in Jesus? 

26.So what is our relationship to the law if we believe in Jesus? 
(Romans 10:4) 

27. What about the blood sacrifices that the law says should be kept to 
deal with sin?  What did Jesus do about those? (Hebrews 9:12) 

28. So the law also says that we should worship God in His temple.  
What did Jesus do about that?  (John 2:19-21) 

29. What about the food laws in the Old Testament? (Mark 7:18,19) 

30. So all I have to do is follow all the laws in the Old Testament and 
God will accept me, right? 
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[A Million Suns] 

You stand eternal 
The uncreated One 
Who knows no end 

The starry wonders 
The vast expanses 
Bound to Your command 

You shine like a million suns ablaze 
Wrapped in eternal light and praise 
Jesus the First, the Last 
The Bright, the Morning Star 

You spoke creation 
Into existence 
Life and all we are 

Beyond all measure 
The universe 
An echo of Your power 

[chorus] 
 
Everlasting 
Never ending 
You will reign forevermore 
You are holy 
You are worthy 
Lord of all 

You shine like a million suns ablaze 
Wrapped in eternal light and praise 
Jesus the First, the Last 
The Bright, the Morning Star 

- Hillsong United 
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Study Guide #5 
Weeks 5,6 - The Deity of Christ 

John 1:1-3 (ESV) 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.  
2 He was in the beginning with God.  
3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any 
thing made that was made. 

1. The “deity of Christ” is another way of saying that Jesus is God.  
Who is the “Word” that John is talking about in John 1?  (John 1:14 
might help with this) 

2. What does John 1:1 tell us about the Word?   

3. What was His role in creation?  What did He do? (John 1:3) 

4. What does John 1:4 say that Jesus “gave” (NLT) 

5. What does John 1:14 say that the Word did? 

6. What words are attached to the Son from John 1:14? 

7. What does John the Baptist say in John 1:30 about Jesus’ 
existence? 
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8. What does John 8:56 say about Abraham’s opinion of Jesus? 

9. What does Jesus say about Himself in relation to Abraham?  (John 
8:58) 

10. Is there any significance to Jesus using the words “I AM”?  HINT: 
Yes.  (Exodus 3:14) 

11. What does Hebrews 1:2 say about God’s promise to Jesus? (NLT) 

12. What does Hebrews 1:3 say about who Jesus is?   

13. What kind of power does Jesus have? (Heb. 1:3) 

14. How do the angels feel about Jesus? (Hebrews 1:6) 

15. How does Hebrews 1:8 describe the Son? 

16. Who is speaking about Jesus in Hebrews 1:8?  Whose perspective 
does this verse give? 



Essentials      28

17. What title is Jesus given in Hebrews 1:10? 

18. What does Philippians 2:6 say about who Jesus is in His nature? 

19. How does Colossians 1:15 describe Jesus? 

20.How does the NLT translate “firstborn of all creation”? (Colossians 
1:15) 

21. Again, according to Colossians 1:16, what was Jesus’ role in 
creation? 

22.Fill in these blanks from Colossians 1:16: “all things were created 
___________ Him and __________ Him”.  How would you respond to 
that? 

23. Write out Colossians 1:17 in the NLT: 

24. According to Colossians 1:18, what position should Jesus have? 

25. Write out Colossians 1:19 in the NLT: 
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26.What did God do through Jesus? (Colossians 1:20 - Make sure 
that you’re listing everything in this verse) 

27. Take a minute to read over your answers to questions 8-15.  Does 
this picture of Jesus match what you often hear about Jesus? 

28. How does the Bible’s picture of Jesus from Colossians 1 help you 
to understand who He is more clearly? 

29. How does 2 Corinthians 4:4 describe Jesus? 

30. What are unbelievers unable to see? 
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Study Guide #6 
Weeks 5,6 - The Deity of Christ 

Isaiah 40:3-5 (ESV) 
3 
A voice cries: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; 
    make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4  
Every valley shall be lifted up, 
    and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
    and the rough places a plain. 
5  
And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
    and all flesh shall see it together, 
    for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 

1. Take a look at Mark 1:1-8.  Read it in a couple versions.  Who is the 
“voice” that Isaiah was talking about? 

2. Whose way is he preparing?  How does Isaiah 40 talk about Him? 

3. What will the people see when He shows up? (Isaiah 40:5) 

4. Why should anyone trust what Isaiah says? (Isaiah 40:5) 

5. What does Malachi 3:1 say about what the messenger would do? 
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6. Whom does Malachi 3:1 say would show up in response to what the 
messenger said? 

7. What is Jesus’ opinion of John the Baptist? (Luke 7:28 - Take a 
look in the NLT) 

8. What is John the Baptist’s opinion of Jesus? (Mark 1:7 - again, 
look at the NLT) 

9. So, taking these two opinions together, what does this say about 
Jesus? 

10. How does Jesus refer to Himself in Mark’s Gospel? (Mark 2:10; 
2:28; 8:31; 8:38) 

11. What does Daniel 7:13,14 say about the “Son of Man”?  How did He 
come to Daniel in his vision? 

12. What was given to Him? (Daniel 7:14) 

13. What kind of authority does He have? 
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14. Psalm 110:1 is quoted in Matthew 22:44 by Jesus.  What does 
Jesus say that David calls Him? 

15. What position does Jesus have? (Psalm 110:1) 

16. What does Ephesians 1:20 say about Jesus’ position? 

17. What about Ephesians 1:21?  What else does it say about Jesus’ 
position? 

18. What does Ephesians 1:22 say about Jesus’ authority? 

19. Read Ephesians 1:23 (NLT) - what does it say that Jesus fills? 

20.So what is the point that Jesus is making when He quotes Psalm 
110? 

21. What does Colossians 2:9 say about Jesus? (NLT) 

22.Jesus is the head of ____________________________ (Colossians 
2:10).   

23. What kind of praise does John give Jesus in Revelation 1:6? 

24. How would you connect Revelation 1:7 with Daniel 7:13,14? 

25. Whom does John see in Revelation 1:13? 
26. f 
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27. How does he describe Him? (Revelation 1:13-16) 

28. How does John react to Him? (Revelation 1:17) 

29. Why were the Jews trying to kill Jesus in John 5:18? 

30. So all I have to do is know these things about Jesus and I’m good, 
right? 


