
Essentials      1

ESSENTIALS 
The undeniable landscape of Biblical 

Christianity 

 

Blackhawk Christian School 
2015-2016 



Essentials      2

Essentials 

S.G.R. Webster 
2015-2016 

Blackhawk Christian School 

[Email] 
swebster@blackhawkchristian.org 

sgrwebster@gmail.com 

[Blog] 
http://stephengrwebster.wordpress.com/  

[Twitter] 
www.twitter.com/sgrwebster 

[Instagram] 
https://instagram.com/sgrwebster/ 

Course Description 

 A year-long course designed both to explain what it is to have the “mind of 
Christ” in the 21st Century and also to investigate what this looked like in 1st 

Century Christian communities. 

“The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually 

discerned. The spiritual person judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no 
one. ‘For who has understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?’ But we 

have the mind of Christ.” 
1 Corinthians 2:14-16 [ESV] 

Course Objectives 

1. To encourage students toward a Biblical understanding of what it means to 
have life in Christ 

2. To encourage students toward a Biblical understanding of what it means to 
have the “mind of Christ" 

3. To move students toward a Biblical understanding of the essentials of Christian 
belief and practice. 

mailto:swebster@blackhawkchristian.org
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http://www.twitter.com/sgrwebster
https://instagram.com/sgrwebster/
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4. To explore how essential Christian beliefs worked in selected 1st Century 
Christian communities 

5. To explore how essential, historical Christian beliefs impact life in the 21st 
Century  

Course Grading 

Study Guides       [20%] 

These will be worksheets that guide our class discussion unit by unit.  They will be 
taken from Scripture and from online resources made available during the year.  
There will be 9 per semester. 

Quizzes        [40%] 

These will be bi-weekly tests consisting of basic matching questions, short answer 
questions, and a memory verse (fill in the blank). 

Memory Verses      [10%] 

There will be separate, stand-alone memory verse quizzes on the weeks that we 
do not have tests. 

Journal/Essentials Tracking    [10%] 

Each unit, students will be required to publish an online journal detailing what 
they’ve learned and whatever questions they may have.  This should be no more 
than 3/4 of a page in length.   

Additionally, students will be required to track each of our 6 essentials by color 
during our 2nd Semester study of Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians and 
Colossians. 

Exam         [20%] 

This will be a comprehensive semester exam, covering the balance of the 
information covered throughout the course. 
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Course Schedule 
Weeks 1,2 - Intro      Memory Verses 

Week One        1 Corinthians 2:14-16 

Week Two        Isaiah 40:12,13   
   
Weeks 3,4 - The Authority of Scripture 

Week Three        2 Timothy 3:14-16 

Week Four        Psalm 19:7-9 

Weeks 5,6 - The Deity of Christ 

Week Five        John 1:1-3 

Week Six        Psalm 45:6,7 

Weeks 7,8 - The sinfulness of humanity 

Week Seven        Ephesians 2:1-3 

Week Eight        Psalm 14:2,3 

Weeks 9,10 - Salvation by grace through faith in Christ 

Week Nine        Ephesians 2:8,9 

Week Ten        Romans 5:1,2 

Weeks 11,12 - The Nature of God — The Trinity 

Week Eleven       2 Peter 1:16-18 

Week Twelve       2 Peter 1:19-21 
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Weeks 13,14 - The resurrection of Christ 

Week 13        1 Peter 1:3-5 

Week 14        Isaiah 53:10,11 

Weeks 15,16 - Review 

Week 15         Romans 5:6-8 

Week 16        Romans 5:9-11 
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1. The authority of Scripture 

2. The deity of Christ 

3. The sinfulness of humanity 

4. Salvation by Grace through Faith in 
Christ 

5. The nature of God - the Trinity 

6. The resurrection of Christ 
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Study Guide #1 
Weeks 1,2 - Intro 

1. Take a look at 1 Corinthians 2:14-16.  What kind of person “does 
not accept” things from God’s Spirit? 

2. What are they to him?  How do other translations (NASB, NET, 
NLT, NIV) translate the answer to this question? 

3. Why is this person “not able to understand” spiritual things? 

4. 1 Corinthians 2:15 says that the spiritual person “judges” all things.  
How do our other translations use this word? 

5. How does Proverbs 28:5 help us understand the difference 
between a spiritual person and those that aren’t spiritual? 

6. What verse does the author quote in 1 Corinthians 2:16? 

7. Read Isaiah 40:12-17.  What seems to be Isaiah’s point here?  How 
does he describe God? 

8. How does the NLT translate Isaiah 40:13?   
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9. What is the answer to this question?  (1 Corinthians 2:16) 

10. How would you respond to that? 

11. So, based on what you’ve seen from 1 Corinthians 2 & Isaiah 40, 
what does it mean to have the “mind of Christ”? 

12. What does John 15:15 say about those who follow Jesus? What 
does He now call them? 

13. What has Jesus done for them? 

14. What does John 15:15 seem to say about Jesus’ access to the 
Father? 

15. Why did Jesus choose them? (John 15:16)  “That they would…” 

16. What other command does Jesus give His disciples in John 15:17 



Essentials      9

17. Philippians 2 is a famous passage about following Christ’s example.    
In Philippians 2:1, Paul asks a series of questions that are really 
statements.  How will the church at Philippi make Paul “truly 
happy” (NLT - Philippians 2:2)?   

18. How else does he describe this (the answer to #17) in Philippians 
2:3,4? 

19. The word translated as “have this mind” (ESV - Philippians 2:5) 
means something like: “to develop an attitude based on careful 
thought”  What does Philippians 2:5 say about our minds? 

20.How do other translations use that word? (“mind”) 

21. What is an “attitude”?  How would you define it? 

22.What does Philippians 2:6 say about Jesus?  Who is He? 

23. How did He think about His position?  (NLT - Philippians 2:6) 

24. Since He thought this way, what did He then do? (Philippians 2:7) 
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25. How far was He willing to go as He “humbled himself”? (Philippians 
2:8) 

26.What was the result of this, for Jesus? (Phil. 2:9) 

27. How will all people eventually respond to Him? (Phil. 2:10,11) 

28. Remember, Paul’s point as he wrote here was to tell the Philippians 
that, if they are in Christ, they have the same attitude that He did.  
What might this look like for you, specifically? 

29. So, based on what you’ve seen in 1 Corinthians 2:14-16, John 15 and 
Philippians 2, what does it mean to have the “mind of Christ”? 

30. Are the 6 “Essentials” that we will be talking about ways to gain 
access to God?  Explain your answer: 
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Study Guide #2 
Weeks 1,2 - Intro 

1. We learned from 1 Corinthians 2 that spiritual things are only 
understood when the Holy Spirit makes them understandable.  
Take a look at John 16:13.  What did Jesus say would happen when 
the Holy Spirit comes? 

2. How does Jesus refer to the Holy Spirit in John 16:13? 

3. What will the Holy Spirit say to those who follow Jesus? (John 
16:13) 

4. What will the Holy Spirit do to Jesus? (John 16:14) 

5. What will the Holy Spirit have to say about Jesus? (John 16:14) 

6. What kind of access does Jesus have to the Father?  (John 16:15) 

7. In John 16:15 Jesus says: “therefore I said that he will take what is 
mine and declare it to you.” Who is the “he” that Jesus is referring 
to? 

8. How does the NLT translate John 16:15? 
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9. Take a look at Romans 8:5-14.  what do those who “live according 
to the flesh” think about?  (8:5 - The ESV says “set their minds 
on”) 

10. What do those who live according to the Spirit think about? 

11. What is the outcome of “setting your mind on the flesh” (Romans 
8:6) 

12. What is the outcome of setting your mind on the Spirit?   

13. Why are those who live according to the flesh hostile to God? 
(Romans 8:7) 

14. Write out Romans 8:8 in the NLT: 

15. So who are the two kinds of people according to Romans 8:5-9? 

16. What does Romans 8:9 say about the person that is “in the Spirit”. 

17. What will happen because you have been “made right with God”? 
(Romans 8:10 - NLT) 
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18. What will happen to those who have the Spirit dwelling within 
them? (Romans 8:11) 

19. What does Romans 8:11 say that the Spirit of God did for Jesus? 
(Romans 8:11) 

20.What does Romans 8:14 say about those who are “led by the Spirit 
of God”? 

21. What was the problem with the Israelites in 2 Corinthians 3:14? 

22.What is the only way that this problem can be fixed? (2 Corinthians 
3:14) 

23. What happens when Christ comes in?  

24. How is a person “transformed”? (Romans 12:2) 

25. What will a person who has a renewed mind be able to do?  

26.How does Paul describe the way that people without the Spirit 
live? (Ephesians 4:17-19) 
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27. What has happened to someone’s mind that follows Jesus? 
(Ephesians 4:23) 

28. What will a person’s life now look like that has this renewed mind? 
(Ephesians 4:24) 

29. Can a person take credit themselves for this change of mind and 
life? (Ephesians 2:8-10) 

30. Are the 6 “Essentials” that we will be talking about ways to gain 
access to God?  Explain your answer: 


