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Course Description

A semester-long course designed to direct students toward the tools to make a reasonable 
defense for the Christian faith.  

“but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense 
to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness 

and respect” [1 Peter 3:15 – ESV]

Text

McGrath, Alister. Mere Apologetics.  Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2012.

Course Objectives

1. To encourage students toward a winsome approach to apologetics; one that celebrates 
and rejoices in what God has done through His Son, Jesus Christ

2. To pursue a thoroughgoing approach to apologetics - one that advances the concept that 
all of our lives has an apologetic value

3. To move the student toward an appreciation for the intellectual life of a follower of Christ

4. To encourage believing students to appreciate their faith, and be prepared to make it clear 
and compelling to those outside the church

5. To introduce non-believing students to the reasonableness and beauty of Christian faith
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Course Grading

 stu·dy guides     [20%]

	 These will be worksheets based on the textbook & messages we listen to in class from 
	 RZIM.  There will be approximately 10 for the semester.

 quiz·zes      [40%]

	 These will be bi-weekly tests taken from information covered in class, composed 
	 largely of essay/short answer questions

 There will also be Scripture memory as a part of the quiz – listed in the “Memory 
 Verse Schedule” section per chapter.  

 tran·sla·tion journal  [20%]

 The translation journal is designed to be a weekly summary of content covered, with 
 an emphasis on specifically translating the material to each individual’s context.  

	 These will be typed reports, 1 page in length, and submitted via Google documents.

	 In conjunction with the typed report, there should be a question submitted to our blog 
	 for discussion in class.  [http://stephengrwebster.wordpress.com/]

	 The question can be related to our study for that week or a general question about 
	 apologetics.

	 	 Report 	 [25 points]
	 	 Question 	 [10 points]
	 	 Total 	 	 [35 points]

ex·am      [20%]

	 This will be a comprehensive semester exam, covering the balance of the information 
	 covered throughout the course.  
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 Memory Verse Schedule

	 Chapter One	  	  1 Peter 3:15, 16

	 Chapter Two 	 	 Hebrews 13:8, 9

	 Chapter Three 	 	 2 Corinthians 4:4-6

	 Chapter Four	 	 Acts 17:26-28

	 Chapter Five 	 	 Philippians 4:5-7

	 Chapter Six 	 	 2 Corinthians 4:16-18

	 Chapter Seven 	 	 Romans 8:16, 17
	

	 Chapter Eight 	 	 2 Corinthians 5:20, 21

	 Chapter Nine 	 	 Colossians 4:5, 6 
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a p o l · o · g e t · i c s

M e r e   A p o l o g e t i c s

S t u d y   G u i d e   1

1. How does McGrath define apologetics on pg. 11?

2. What is “engagement”?

3. What three things does apologetics celebrate and proclaim?

	 [one] 

	 [two]

	 [three]

4. What is apologetics not?
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“Apologetics celebrates and proclaims the intellectual solidity, the imaginative richness, 
and the spiritual depth of the gospel in ways that can connect with our culture” - pg. 11



5. What is the call of the Great Commission to every Christian?

6. What comfort does Psalm 139 give the Christian when it comes to sharing their faith?

7.  What is the command and the promise of the Great Commission?

 [com·mand]

 [pro·mise]

8. What are some of the questions McGrath lists on pg. 14?  Do any of them stick out to you?  
Why is he listing them here?

9. How does McGrath explain the Greek word on which “apologetics” is based?

10. What text is a classical biblical statement of the importance of apologetics?

11. What is the object of apologetics?
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12. Why should the gospel be difficult?  Why shouldn’t the gospel be difficult?

13. What are the three main tasks of the apologist?

	 [one]

	 [two]

	 [three]

14. Why is the first task called “defending”?  What does this task involve?  

15. What must happen before the Christian seeks to answer the questions of others?

16. How does the apologist do the work of “defending” without being defensive?

17. How does “commending” have a “strongly positive dimension”
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18. “it is vitally important not to limit the appeal of the gospel to ___________ 
_____________.”  Why?

19. What is the task of “commending”?  To what does McGrath compare it?

20. Respond to this quote from C.S. Lewis:  Define any terms with which you’re unfamiliar.  

“We must learn the language of our audience. And let me say at the outset that it is no use laying 
down a priori what the "plain man" does or does not understand. You have to find out by 

experience.... You must translate every bit of your theology into the vernacular. This is very 
troublesome... but it is essential. It is also of the greatest service to your own thought. I have come to 
the conclusion that if you cannot translate your own thoughts into uneducated language, then your 

thoughts are confused. Power to translate is the test of having really understood your own meaning”1

21. How can we translate core ideas of the Christian faith into the cultural dialect? 

22. What are some of the “ultimate questions” of our culture?  Would you add any to the 
list?  

23. Apologetics is ______________, where evangelism is ______________.  Response?
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1 C. S. Lewis, God in the Dock (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1970), 96.



24. How would you respond to Pascal’s quote (pg. 23)?  How might this be a guidepost for 
us moving forward?

25. What two “unhelpful outcomes” does McGrath warn against? (pg. 24)  What does he 
suggest regarding avoiding these?  What would you suggest?
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a p o l · o · g e t · i c s
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s

“The Anatomy of Faith and the Quest for Reason” [Part One]

[john 2·12-22]

1. What is “apologetics”?

2. What percentage of Indians are followers of Christ?

3. How is Jesus described in the Qur’an? 

 [“What sign do you give to us to do these things?” john 2:18]

4. What answers do Muslims give about Mohammed’s miracles?

5. Why were the Australians there in the Philippines?

6. Did the Australians ever contact Ravi?

[cre·du·li·ty n. A disposition to believe too readily; gullible.]

7. How did Bertrand Russell respond to the question posed to him 
about God?

8. What is the problem with the unbeliever?
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9. What sign did Jesus give to those who questioned Him in the temple?

10. “There is a ____________ to Jesus’ answer.”

11. Why didn’t Muggeridge go hear Billy Graham speak?

[sub·tle·ty n. the quality of being difficult to detect or analyze.]

12. [pre·text] – “What sign do you offer?”

13. David Hume – argued against the ___________________

14. “Commit it to the ______________, for it can be nothing but 

_______________ and _________________.”

15. What is the problem with Hume’s statement?

 [“He wields the sword, but ends up chopping up his own way of measuring truth”]

 [“Statements on empirical validity”]

[soph·is·try [soph·is·tries]  n. Plausible but fallacious argumentation; a plausible but 

misleading or fallacious argument]

a p o l · o · g e t · i c s! 10

[The Law of the LORD Is Perfect]

[To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David.]

“The heavens declare the glory of God, 

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 

Day to day pours out speech, 

and night to night reveals knowledge. 

There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not heard.”

[psalm 19·1-3]



a p o l · o · g e t · i c s
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s

“The Anatomy of Faith and the Quest for Reason” [Part Two]

1. What (supposedly) are the two kinds of people in the world?

	 [one]

	

	 [two]

2. Jonah and Solomon were ____________________ of God.

3. Jesus is __________________ than Jonah and Solomon.

4. Faith in Christ is not antithetical to ____________.

5. The Hebrews did not have a word for ___________.

6. What is a picosecond?

a p o l · o · g e t · i c s! 11

When the voice of Milton had long been silenced by death, Wordsworth cried,
“Milton, thou should'st be living at this hour: England hath need of thee; She is a fen of stagnant 

waters.”



"Life cannot have had a random beginning... The trouble is that there are about two thousand 
enzymes, and the chance of obtaining them all in a random trial is only one part in (10^20)^2,000 = 

10^40,000, an outrageously small probability that could not be faced even if the whole universe 
consisted of organic soup.  If one is not prejudiced either by social beliefs or by a scientific training 

into the conviction that life originated on the Earth, this simple calculation wipes the idea entirely out 
of court...The enormous information content of even the simplest living systems...cannot in our view be 

generated by what are often called "natural" processes...For life to have originated on the Earth it 
would be necessary that quite explicit instruction should have been provided for its assembly. ...There 
is no way in which we can expect to avoid the need for information, no way in which we can simply 

get by with a bigger and better organic soup, as we ourselves hoped might be possible a year or two 
ago." 2

"Looking at the SETI project from a biologist's point of view in Essay 4, I demonstrate that each step 
leading to the evolution of intelligent life on earth was highly improbable and that the evolution of the 

human species was the result of a sequence of thousands of these highly improbable steps. It is a 
miracle that man ever happened, and it would be an even greater miracle if such a sequence of 

improbabilities had been repeated anywhere else." 3

[John Polkinghorne]

7. What was Dr. Wickramasinghe’s explanation for how life began on earth?

8. Faith is not just a __________________ to believe.

“In speaking of the fear of religion, I don't mean to refer to the entirely reasonable hostility toward 
certain established religions and religious institutions, in virtue of their objectionable moral doctrines, 
social policies, and political influence. Nor am I referring to the association of many religious beliefs 
with superstition and the acceptance of evident empirical falsehood. I am talking about something 

much deeper — namely, the fear of religion itself. I speak from experience, being strongly subject to 
this fear myself: I want atheism to be true and am made uneasy by the fact that some of the most 

intelligent and well-informed people I know are religious believers. It isn't just that I don't believe in 
God and, naturally, hope that I'm right in my belief. It's that I hope there is no God! I don't want there 
to be a God; I don't want the universe to be like that... My guess is that this cosmic authority problem 
is not a rare condition and that it is responsible for much of the scientism and reductionism of our time. 

One of the tendencies it supports is the ludicrous overuse of evolutionary biology to explain 
everything about life, including everything about the human mind.”

[Thomas Nagel]
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2 Fred Hoyle and N. Chandra Wickramasinghe, Evolution from Space (Aldine House, 33 Welbeck 
Street, London W1M 8LX: J.M. Dent & Sons, 1981), p. 148, 24, 150, 30, 31,

3 Evolutionist Mayr E. , "Toward a New Philosophy of Biology: Observations of an Evolutionist," 
Harvard University Press: Cambridge MA, 1988, p5.



16"But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling 
to their playmates, 

 17"'We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
 we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.'     

 18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 'He has a demon.' 19The Son of Man came 
eating and drinking, and they say, 'Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors 

and sinners!' Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds."[f] 

[matthew 11:16-19]

9. Faithlessness is a will to ___________________.

10. Faith in Christ is a cognitive, passionate, moral commitment. 

	 [Thomas Paine in the late 1700's or early 1800's  "Five years from now there will 
	 not be a Bible in America."]

	 [Voltaire in the 1700's  "Within 100 years the Bible will be a forgotten book."]

	 [Diocletian burned Bibles and then erected a monument saying, "Extinct is the 
	 name of Christian."]

11. What was the only thing a skeptic had to do to destroy the Christian message?

	 [No one denies that the tomb was empty]

 [The question is – How did it get that way?]

12. They claimed the ______________________ of a ______________ resurrection.

13. According to Deepak Chopra, a person is made up of the same stuff as a ___________.

14. The hedonist has no way to protect the _________________ of the body.

15. The materialist has no way to _______________ the body.
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16. We do not come to the _________________; we take the ________________ with us.

[luke 7:36-50]

17. Is it possible that people really doubt in Christ today not because of a problem they have 

in the ____________, but because of the implications belief in Him would have for their 

____________?

18. Faith is not ____________________.

19. Christianity stands alone in unique __________________ & ___________________.
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[The Sign of Jonah]

 “Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered him, saying, "Teacher, we wish to see a sign 
from you." But he answered them, "An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign 

will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For just as Jonah was three days and 
three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in 
the heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and 
condemn it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold, something greater than 

Jonah is here. The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with this generation and 
condemn it, for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and behold, 

something greater than Solomon is here.”

[matthew 12:38-42]



a p o l · o · g e t · i c s
M e r e   A p o l o g e t i c s

S t u d y   G u i d e   2

1.  Why does McGrath begin with discussing missionaries to China and India?  What’s his 
point?

2. What is “modernity”?  How does McGrath describe it?  

3. What were the weaknesses or “gaps” in modernity?  (What did it neglect?)

4. What is the “hallmark of good apologetics”?  What is your specific audience?

5. What sort of world do individuals and Christians now inhabit?  

	 [What does McGrath mean by this word?]  

	 [Do you recognize it as he describes it?]
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6. What does the author recommend as a response to this vast cultural movement?

7. What opportunities does this cultural mood represent?

8. “We have to connect to _________________, not with _________________________.”

9.  What is the most distinctive feature of postmodernism?  How does the author define this 
feature?

10. What does postmodernism celebrate?  What opportunities and challenges does this kind 
of thinking represent?

11. Do any of Vanhoozer’s descriptions of postmodern criticisms resonate with you?  Which 
ones?  How?

12. What does the method of “traditional apologetics” free us to do?

13. What is “incarnational apologetics”?  Why has it become so influential?
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14. What is the first step in McGrath’s approach?  Why is it the starting point?

15. What is an “outsider perspective” on faith?

16. Who is your audience?  Any thoughts on how to best connect with them?

17. Any examples of cultural translation come to mind?

18. Any points of contact come to mind?  Think about things that are “already embedded in 
human culture and experience”.  

19. How might we strike a balance between “our own ideas” and the “Christian message”?  

20. Any ideas as to how, specifically, we (or you) might practice apologetics?
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a p o l · o · g e t · i c s
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s

“Jesus As They Saw Him” [Part One]

1.  No person who ever came into contact with Jesus ever __________ _______ __________.

2. What happened with Jim Jones in Guyana?

3. The individual who has not looked at the __________ (with an honest heart) is the one 
who often rejects Jesus as Messiah.

4. Why are college students often unable to ask meaningful questions about Jesus?

5. We look at life ________________ our eyes rather than __________________________ 
our eyes.

6. [First aspect of Jesus’ life]: the ___________ nature of His person

[ex·is·ten·tial·ism: “What I _______ determines who I ______.”]

7. Jesus claimed to be equal with _______.

8. He was ____________ in __________.

9. What scene is Ravi describing?  (Heavens parting, shimmering 
white, etc.?)

10. The purity of man is the _____________ of something.

11. The purity of Jesus is the _____________ of something.
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a p o l · o · g e t · i c s
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s

“Jesus As They Saw Him” [Part Two]

1. Why did the people abandon their gods?

2. What will we find out when we look at Jesus face to face?

3. When you look at God, you are looking at the _______________ of purity.

4. [2nd quality of essence]: _______________ in charity

5. There is never any reason to be ________________.

6. The Gospel of Mark is the gospel of ______________.

[mark 1:40-45]

[mark 5:21-34]

7. Jesus’ ______________ were among the most powerful parts of His ministry.

8. Jesus wants to give you ______________.

9. Jesus reached out to those who seemed ________________.
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a p o l · o · g e t · i c s
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s

“Jesus As They Saw Him” [Part Three]

1. The Bible paints a picture of Jesus with incredible _______________________.

2. Jesus spoke with divine ____________________, yet was stirred with human 

____________________.

3. “A good _________________ is better than a thousand _____________________.”

4. Jesus did two things as a preacher:

	 [one]

	 [two]

5. He forced people to see themselves as __________________ sees them

6. Jesus reveals to you _________________ you ought to be

7. What would the average atheist say about the poor woman Ravi speaks of?

8. Jesus Christ compels you to radically redefine what you mean by ____________.
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9. The towering figure of __________________ stands over all of history.

10. What is the bestselling book in all of history?

[re·view] 

1. The __________ nature of His person

2. The ______________ nature of His ministry

3. The efficacious nature of His provision (Will He give me what I need?)

4. He ___________ to me in my ____________
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“We look back upon history and what do we see? Empires rising and falling. Revolutions and 
counter-revolutions. Wealth accumulated and wealth disbursed. Shakespeare has spoken of the rise 

and fall of great ones that ebb and flow with the moon. I look back upon my own fellow countrymen, 
once upon a time dominating a quarter of the world, most of them convinced in the words of what is 
still a popular song that the God who made them mighty shall make them mightier yet. I've heard a 

crazed, cracked Austrian announce to the world the establishment of a Reich that would last a 
thousand years. I've seen a murderous Georgian brigand in the Kremlin, acclaimed by the 

intellectual elite of the world as being wiser than Solomon, more humane than Marcus Aurelius, 
more enlightened than Ashoka. I have seen America wealthier and more powerful than the entire 

world put together, so that the American people desired they could have outdone Caesar, or in the 
range or scale of their conquests.

All in one lifetime. All in one lifetime. All gone. Gone with the wind.

England, now part of a tiny island off of the coast of Europe, threatened with dismemberment and 
even bankruptcy. Hitler and Mussolini dead, remembered only in infamy. Stalin, a forbidden name 
in a regime he helped found and dominated for some three decades. America, haunted by fears of 

running out of those precious fluids that keep her motorways roaring and the smog settling, with 
troubled memories of a disastrous campaign in Vietnam and the victory of the Don Quixote's of the 

media, as they charged the windmills of Watergate. All in one lifetime. All gone."

“This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; and his 
disciples believed on him.”

[john 2:11]



a p o l · o · g e t · i c s
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s

“Jesus As They Saw Him” [Part Four]

1. What is the Shroud of Turin?

2. Why did Jesus come into the world?

3. His ministry _______ you through _____________.	

4. His ministry _________ you through _____________________.

5. Jesus doesn’t only change what you do, he changes what you ______________________.
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“I placed myself behind myself all the time. You took me from behind myself, put me in front of 
myself. I saw myself and was horrified.” 

[St. Augustine]

"...It suddenly closed in on me Gaius, the impact of how trapped I was. The proud arm of Rome 
with all its boast of justice was to be but a dirty dagger in the pudgy hands of the priest. I was 

waiting in the room, Gaius, the one I use for court, officially enthroned with cloak and guard when 
they let this Jesus in. Well Gaius, don't smile at this, as you value your jaw, but I have had no 

peace since the day he walked into my judgment hall. It’s been years but these scenes I read from 
the back of my eyelids every night. 

You have seen Caesar haven't you? When he was young and strapping inspecting the legion. His 
arrogant manner was child-like compared to that of the Nazarene. He didn't have to strut, you 

see. He walked toward my throne; arms bound but with a strident mastery and control that by its 
very audacity silenced the room for an instant and left me trembling with an insane desire to 

stand up and salute..."

[An excerpt from an old sermon called "What Pilate Said to Gaius."]



[Was He who He claimed to be: __________________________]

[Jesus really was a]:

	 [__________________________]

	 [__________________________]

	 [__________________________]
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“Alexander Pope described the conversion of water into wine: ‘The conscious water saw its master 
and blushed.’ A thousand words could not say it better. A sincere look at the Master is a sincere 

look at oneself. Those twin glimpses will redefine everything for you.”



a p o l · o · g e t · i c s
M e r e   A p o l o g e t i c s

S t u d y   G u i d e  3

1. What does the author insist that apologetics is not?  What is it?  How is this helpful?

2. What is the “heart of apologetics”?  Spend some time praying that this would be 
demonstrated in our experience

3. The best apologetics is done from what standpoint?

4. How does the context of the call of Simon and Andrew (Mark 1:16-18) help to understand 
the story better?

5. With what picture of Jesus does Mark provide us?
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And when the sixth hour[e] had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour.
[f] And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?" which means, 

"My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" And some of the bystanders hearing it said, 
"Behold, he is calling Elijah." And someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a 
reed and gave it to him to drink, saying, "Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him 

down." And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple was torn 
in two, from top to bottom. And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he

[g] breathed his last, he said, "Truly this man was the Son[h] of God!"

[mark 15:33-39]
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6. How does the interaction of Philip and Nathanael (John 1:45, 46) help us apologetically?

7. Philip does not ____________ _________ Jesus – he _____________ ________ Jesus.

8. How does the author describe faith? [pgs. 44 & 45]

9. What are the limitations of “arguments”?

10. On what does apologetics depend?

11. Did you find the author’s medical analogy helpful? [pg. 46]  How?

12. “Apologetics is grounded in a deep appreciation of the intellectual capaciousness and 
spiritual richness of the Christian faith.” What?

13. How do the statements about relevance help clarify apologetics?

14. Respond to the song “Add to the Beauty” by Sara Groves:
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[Add To The Beauty]

We come with beautiful secrets
We come with purposes written on our hearts, written on our souls
We come to every new morning
With possibilities only we can hold, that only we can hold

Redemption comes in strange places, small spaces
Calling out the best of who we are

And I want to add to the beauty
To tell a better story
I want to shine with the light
That's burning up inside

It comes in small inspirations
It brings redemption to life and work
To our lives and our work

It comes in loving community
It comes in helping a soul find its worth

Redemption comes in strange places, small spaces
Calling out the best of who we are

And I want to add to the beauty
To tell a better story
I want to shine with the light
That's burning up inside

This is grace, an invitation to be beautiful
This is grace, an invitation

Redemption comes in strange places, small spaces
Calling out our best

And I want to add to the beauty
To tell a better story
I want to shine with the light
That's burning up inside

[Sara Groves]
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15. How was the mountain scene analogy helpful? [pg. 47]

16. How was the prism analogy helpful? [pgs. 47, 48]

17. How does the first theme [pg. 49] extend beyond mere fact?  So what?

18. How would you work out the application of theme #2?  What are its implications?

19. What does it mean to connect the Christian faith iconically and intellectually? [pg. 53]

20. Respond to this quote from C.S. Lewis:

Christians do not think “God will love us because we are good, but that God will make us 
good because he loves us.” 4
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4 C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity (London: HarperCollins, 2002) p. 63



a p o l · o · g e t · i c s
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s

“Secularization – Its Control and Power” [Part One]

[How do you reach a generation that listens with its eyes and thinks with its feelings?]

1. What was the cause of the great change in the middle of the 20th Century?

2. According to Nietzsche (d. 1900), what would happen as a result of the death of God?

 3. What did Oscar Wilde say about pain and suffering?

[There was no foundational legitimacy to her very question.]

4. What is secularization? 
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

5. What happens now if there is a religious worldview at the heart of a person’s presentation 
or answer?

6. What happened in Toronto in the 1980’s?

[1880’s – Toronto the ____________]

[1980’s – Mayoralty candidate debunked 
_____________ ]
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7. “Christians and religious people are ____________ on these issues.”

8. In contrast, non-Christians are ________________.

9. Why were jurors disqualified in the trial of the pornographer?

[In April 1981 Daniel Yankelovich, a social analyst, wrote a very insightful article in Psychology Today. 
His principal thrust was to analyze how Americans were thinking about life and where we were 

headed should such ideas go uncriticized. It was a warning to the West. In his opening remarks he 
defined the role and the imperative of culture. Quoting sociologist Daniel Bell, he said "Culture is the 

effort to provide a coherent5 set of answers to the existential6 situations that confront all human 
beings in the passage of their lives."]
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5 Logical and consistent; able to speak clearly and logically; 

6 Of or relating to existence; grounded in existence or the experience of existence



a p o l · o · g e t · i c s
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s

“Secularization – Its Control and Power” [Part Two]

1. How did Ravi decide to answer the question of the attorney? [Come back to this one]

2. How did Michelangelo’s teacher respond to his answer?

3. According to C.S. Lewis, what are we, actually, when we live by “boundless pleasure?”

4. What is the problem with naturalism?

5. What did Richard Dawkins call religious and moral thought?

6. “When ____________ has been _________________ from our society, you will find how 

__________________ the mind becomes.”

7. What had Ted Bundy lost?

8. Adolf Hitler said: “I want to raise a generation of young people without 

__________________.”

9. Pluralization: _____________________________________________________________
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What good thing does pluralism force us to do?

10. When do the danger signs, with pluralism, begin?

11. What is wrong with this statement: “All truth is relative.”

12. Are other world religions exclusivistic?

13. Spiritually informed viewpoints are now considered ______________________ or 

_______________________
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10 “let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead--by him this man is standing before 

you well. 11This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the 
cornerstone. 12And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 

among men by which we must be saved."

acts 4:10-12 (ESV)



a p o l · o · g e t · i c s
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s

“Secularization – Its Control and Power” (Part Three)

1. When missionaries prepare to go overseas, they undergo _________________________.

[re·view]

[sec·u·lar·iz·a·tion] - ____________________________________________

2. Fundamental tenets of Hinduism include:

Nonviolence

Meditation (Yoga)

 “Karma” – Cause/Effect

[e·pis·te·mol·o·gy]: The branch of philosophy that studies the nature of 
knowledge, its presuppositions and foundations, and its extent and validity.

3. How did Ravi respond to the question posed to him by the professor?

4. What was one of the things the Buddhist monks that Ravi spoke with denied?

5. The core of Pluralization cannot ______________________________________.

[“The peril of denying the law of noncontradiction is intense.”]

6. What did Einstein say about quantum physics?

7. What was Chesterton’s point?
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a p o l · o · g e t · i c s
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s

“Secularization – Its Control and Power” (Part Four)

1. Chesterton says that the modern man calls his flag a “________.”  A bauble is a “trinket.”

2. The modern ___________ always _______________ himself.

3. Turner – “We believe everything is _________. as long we don’t ________ anyone.”

[“All religions are the _________ except as they differ on matters of ______, 

___________, _________, and _____________...”]

[“If chance be the __________ of all flesh, ___________ is his __________ in the 

sky.”]

[wor·ship]:_____________________________________________________

4. Secularization	 = 	 No _______________________

5. Pluralization	 =	 No _______________________

6. Privatization 	 = 	 No _______________________

[Breakdown between _______________ and ___________________ life]

[No _________________ religion] 
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“Gott ist tot! Gott bleibt tot! Und wir haben ihn getötet.” 

“God is dead! God remains dead! And we have killed him.”

[Aph. 125 - Friedrich Nietzsche]

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God_is_dead
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God_is_dead


 [“We are __________________”]

[“Keep your religion ________________” - Hide]

7.  “This land no longer knows what it _____________.”

8.  “An average high school student has ________ any sense of ___________.”

9. “The ___________ moment in life is when you’ve just experienced that which you thought 

would give you the __________, and it’s let you down, and you have done so at the 

__________ of some ______________ set out for you.”

[review] - Secularization	 = 	 No _______________________

[review] - Pluralization	 =	 No _______________________

[review] - Privatization 	 = 	 No _______________________

[app·li·ca·tions]

10. How have these moods affected the ________________ of ____________ 

________________?

11. Do we know how to ________________?
	
12. How are we going to learn to defend the _______________?

13. How do we regain/retain the integrity of _______________?
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And lastly, we’re living at a time where I think G.K. Chesterton’s dictum has proven to be 

true. Meaninglessness does not come from being weary of pain, but meaninglessness 

comes from being weary of pleasure. We have exhausted ourselves in this indulgent 

culture.

I began by telling you of Yankelovich’s description of the titanic changes that were under 

way. He said in his article that the stakes in such changes were high. He did some case 

studies of numerous couples to see where we were headed and arrived at an astounding 

conclusion. One of those couples he called Abby and Mark. Here is what he said. Notice 

the word "and" in Daniel Yankelovich’s conclusion.

He wrote, "If you feel it is imperative to fill all your needs, and if these needs are 

contradictory or in conflict with those of others, or simply unfillable, then frustration 

inevitably follows. To Abby and to Mark as well self-fulfillment means having a career and 

marriage and children and sexual freedom and autonomy and being liberal and having 

money and choosing non-conformity and insisting social justice and enjoying city life and 

country living and simplicity and graciousness and reading and good friends and on and 

on. The individual is not truly fulfilled by becoming ever more autonomous. Indeed, to 

move too far in this direction is to risk psychosis, the ultimate form of autonomy. The 

injunction"–notice this now please– "The injunction that to find one’s self, one must lose 

one’s self, contains the truth any seeker of self-fulfillment needs to grasp." What an 

opening that can lead to the Cross of Jesus Christ!



This is the creed I have written on behalf of all us. 

We believe in Marxfreudanddarwin 
We believe everything is OK 
as long as you don't hurt anyone, 
to the best of your definition of hurt, 
and to the best of your knowledge. 

We believe in sex before, during, and after 
marriage. 
We believe in the therapy of sin. 
We believe that adultery is fun. 
We believe that sodomy is OK. 
We believe that taboos are taboo. 

We believe that everything is getting better
despite evidence to the contrary. 
The evidence must be investigated 
And you can prove anything with evidence. 

We believe there's something in 
horoscopes, UFO's and bent spoons; 
Jesus was a good man 
just like Buddha, Mohammed, and ourselves. 
He was a good moral teacher 
although we think some of His good morals 
were really bad. 

We believe that all religions are basically the 
same-- 
at least the one that we read was. 
They all believe in love and goodness. 
They only differ on matters of 
creation, sin, heaven, hell, God, and 
salvation. 

We believe that after death comes the 
Nothing 
Because when you ask the dead what 
happens they say nothing. 
If death is not the end, if the dead have lied, 
then it's compulsory heaven for all 
excepting perhaps Hitler, Stalin, and 
Genghis Khan. 

We believe in Masters and Johnson. 
What's selected is average. 

What's average is normal. 
What's normal is good. 

We believe in total disarmament. 
We believe there are direct links between 
warfare and bloodshed. 
Americans should beat their guns into 
tractors 
and the Russians would be sure to follow. 

We believe that man is essentially good. 
It's only his behavior that lets him down. 
This is the fault of society. 
Society is the fault of conditions. 
Conditions are the fault of society. 

We believe that each man must find the truth 
that is right for him. 
Reality will adapt accordingly. 
The universe will readjust. 
History will alter. 
We believe that there is no absolute truth 
excepting the truth that there is no absolute 
truth. 

We believe in the rejection of creeds, 
and the flowering of individual thought. 

"Chance" a post-script 

If chance be the Father of all flesh, 
disaster is his rainbow in the sky, 
and when you hear 

State of Emergency! 
Sniper Kills Ten! 
Troops on Rampage! 
Youths go Looting! 
Bomb Blasts School! 

It is but the sound of man worshipping his 
maker. 

[Creed]

[by Steve Turner]
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a p o l · o · g e t · i c s
M e r e   A p o l o g e t i c s

S t u d y   G u i d e  4

1. What two sections of the NT presuppose that their audiences are unbelievers? 

2. What strategies or methods emerge from Peter’s Pentecost speech to the Jews?

3. “_______________________ is a vital and distinct function in the armory of the Christian 
apologist.” [pg. 61]

4. What are the limitations of “historical apologetics”? 

5. How is the “crossing of the Rubicon” story helpful?

6. What is the significance of Peter’s sermon for us today?

7. Who is Aratus? [pg. 64]  So what?
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8. What strategies or methods emerge from Paul’s Athens Sermon [Acts 17]? (pg. 65)

9. What strategies or methods emerge from Paul’s Legal Speeches to the Romans? 

	

	 [Acts 24-26?]

	 [What is its relevance to our apologetic situation today?]

10. What does the apologist need to know about their audience?

11. What is a real possibility for many who have rejected Christianity?

12. For Paul, what was one of the best defenses of the Christian faith?

13. What is the first general principle to emerge from the apologetic addresses of the Acts of 
the Apostles?

14. What is the second general principle to emerge from the apologetic addresses of the Acts 
of the Apostles?
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15. What is the third general principle to emerge from the apologetic addresses of the Acts 
of the Apostles?

16. Developing the above principles and incorporating them into our conversations is the 

__________ of apologetics.

17. Consider the following verse and quote and comment regarding their importance to the 
current chapter:

“Christianity proposes not to extinguish our natural desires. It promises to bring the desires 
under just control and direct them to their true object.”7
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7 William Wilberforce (1759-1833), Real Christianity, ed. James Houston, Colorado Springs, CO: 
David C. Cook, 2005, p. 107-108

And as he reasoned about righteousness and self-control and the coming judgment, Felix 
was alarmed and said, “Go away for the present. When I get an opportunity I will 

summon you.”

[acts 24:25 - ESV]

http://www.cqod.com/cqodndat.htm
http://www.cqod.com/cqodndat.htm
http://www.cqod.com/cqodndtq.htm
http://www.cqod.com/cqodndtq.htm
http://www.cqod.com/cqodndag.htm
http://www.cqod.com/cqodndag.htm


a p o l · o · g e t · i c s
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s

“Who Are You, God?” [Part One]

[KINGS OF JUDAH]

Rehoboam, BAD MOSTLY, 933-916 BC 
Jotham, GOOD, 749-734 BC
Abijah, BAD MOSTLY, 915-913 BC
Ahaz, wicked, 741-726 BC                                                                         
Hezekiah, THE BEST, 726-697
Asa, GOOD, 912-872 BC 
Manasseh,THE WORST, 697-642 
Jehoshaphat, GOOD, 874-850 BC
Amon, THE WORST, 641-640 BC
Jehoram, BAD, 850-843 BC  

Josiah, THE BEST, 639-608 BC 
Ahaziah, BAD, 843 BC                                    

Jehoahaz, BAD, 608 BC
Athaliah, DEVILISH, 843-837 BC                   

Jehoiakim, WICKED, 608-597 BC
Joash, GOOD MOSTLY, 843-803 BC                

Jehoiachin, BAD, 597 BC
Amaziah, GOOD MOSTLY, 803-775 BC          

Zedekiah, BAD, 597-586 BC
Uzziah, GOOD MOSTLY, 787-735 BC

1. What question is Ravi often asked?  How does he respond?

2. God’s existence is ___________________.

3. What two questions are often asked on college campuses?

4. How can you be sure that __________ exists?

5. If God exists, how do we know that 
___________________________________________?

6. What is the other question beyond these two?
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7. What is God ___________________________?

[2 chronicles 20]

8. Jehoshaphat’s prayer is a series of ___________________.

	 [1st question:	  ______________ you not?]

	 [2nd question:	  ______________ you not?]

	 [3rd question:	  ______________ you not?]

9. In December 1990, the LIFE magazine cover read: “_____________ is ____________?”

10. What is the only miracle for Mohammed & Muslims? 

11. Four words that stand out from the theological minds of the past & present:

	 God is:

  [Sov·er·eign    can become tyrannical]

  [Ho·ly     can become tortuous]

  [Om·ni·scient    can become taunting]

  [Im·mu·ta·ble (Unchanging)  can become terrifying]

12. Whom did the truck driver find at the end of his journey?  How did he react?

[Holiness is fine…as long as it is for other people]

13. Everything that we create may be _____________ to us but is ______________ from us.

14. What we ____________ is identical to us.

[Paul was a Hebrew by birth, a citizen of Rome, living in a Greek city.]

15. The Hebrews gave us our ________________ categories.

16. The Romans gave us our _________________ categories.
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17. The Greeks gave us our __________________ categories.

18. The greatest pursuit of the Hebrews was _____________.

19. The Greeks pursued _______________ as the ideal.

20. The Romans pursued _______________.

a p o l · o · g e t · i c s! 42

  

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

[2 corinthians 4:6]



a p o l · o · g e t · i c s
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s

“Who Are You, God?” [Part Two]

1. Sovereignty, from the wrong side, can seem ______________________.

2. We see light, knowledge & glory in the face of _______________.

3. In the garden, Jesus calls God “_________ _______________.”

4. We all sometimes seem _________________ from our fellow man.

5. We are living in a time in history where we have forgotten the 

____________________ of God.
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 “Once I said to myself it would be a thousand times better for Jim to be a slave at home 
where his family was, as long as he's got to be a slave, and so I'd better write a letter to Tom 
Sawyer and tell him to tell Miss Watson where he was. But I soon give up that notion, for two 
things: she'd be mad and disgusted at his rascality and ungratefulness for leaving her, and so she'd 
sell him straight down the river again; and if she didn't, everybody naturally despises an ungrateful 
slave, and they'd make Jim feel it all the time, and so he'd feel ornery and disgraced. And then 
think of me! It would get all around, that Huck Finn helped a slave to get his freedom; and if I was 
to ever see anybody from that town again, I'd be ready to get down and lick his boots for shame. 
That's just the way: a person does a low-down thing, and then he don't want to take no 
consequences of it. Thinks as long as he can hide it, it ain't no disgrace. That was my fix exactly. 
The more I studied about this, the more my conscience went to grinding me, and the more wicked 
and low-down and ornery I got to feeling. And at last, when it hit me all of a sudden that here...

[The Supremacy of God’s Son]

 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through 

whom also he created the world.

[hebrews 1:1,2]
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...was the plain hand of Providence slapping me in the face and letting me know my wickedness 
was being watched all the time from up there in heaven, whilst I was stealing a poor old woman's 
slave that hadn't ever done me no harm, and now was showing me there's One that's always on 
the lookout, and ain't agoing to allow no such miserable doings to go only just so fur and no 
further, I most dropped in my tracks I was so scared. Well, I tried the best I could to kinder soften it 
up somehow for myself, by saying I was brung up wicked, and so I warn't so much to blame; but 
something inside of me kept saying, "There was the Sunday school, you could a gone to it; and if 
you'd a done it they'd a learnt you, there, that people that acts as I'd been acting about that slave 
goes to everlasting fire." 
	 It made me shiver. And I about made up my mind to pray; and see if I couldn't try to quit 
being the kind of a boy I was, and be better. So I kneeled down. But the words wouldn't come. 
Why wouldn't they? It warn't no use to try and hide it from Him. Nor from me, neither. I knowed 
very well why they wouldn't come. It was because my heart warn't right; it was because I warn't 
square; it was because I was playing double. I was letting on to give up sin, but away inside of me 
I was holding on to the biggest one of all. I was trying to make my mouth say I would do the right 
thing and the clean thing, and go and write to that slave's owner and tell where he was; but deep 
down in me I knowed it was a lie-and He knowed it. You can't pray a lie- I found that out. 
	 So I was full of trouble, full as I could be; and didn't know what to do. At last I had an 
idea; and I says, I'll go and write the letter- and then see if I can pray. Why, it was astonishing, the 
way I felt as light as a feather, right straight off, and my troubles all gone. So I got a piece of 
paper and a pencil, all glad and excited, and set down and wrote: 
Miss Watson your runaway slave Jim is down here two mile below Pikesville and Mr. Phelps has 
got him and he will give him up for the reward if you send. HUCK FINN 
	 I felt good and all washed clean of sin for the first time I had ever felt so in my life, and I 
knowed I could pray now. But I didn't do it straight off, but laid the paper down and set there 
thinking- thinking how good it was all this happened so, and how near I come to being lost and 
going to hell. And went on thinking. And got to thinking over our trip down the river; and I see Jim 
before me, all the time; in the day, and in the night-time, sometimes moonlight, sometimes storms, 
and we a floating along, talking, and singing, and laughing. But somehow I couldn't seem to strike 
no places to harden me against him, but only the other kind. I'd see him standing my watch on top 
of his'n, stead of calling me, so I could go on sleeping; and see him how glad he was when I come 
back out of the fog; and when I come to him agin in the swamp, up there where the feud was; and 
such-like times; and would always call me honey, and pet me, and do everything he could think of 
for me, and how good he always was; and at last I struck the time I saved him by telling the men 
we had smallpox aboard, and he was so grateful, and said I was the best friend old Jim ever had 
in the world, and the only one he's got now; and then I happened to look around, and see that 
paper. 
	 It was a close place. I took it up, and held it in my hand. I was a trembling, because I'd got 
to decide, forever, betwixt two things, and I knowed it. I studied a minute, sort of holding my 
breath, and then says to myself: 
 "All right, then, I'll go to hell"- and tore it up. “

[Huckleberry Finn – Chapter 31]



6. What did Ravi’s friend find in the toilet?

7. The existentialist lives for the ________________.

8. The pragmatist lives for the ___________________.

9. The utopianist lives for the ____________________.

10. It is important to see His hand in ______________.

11. It is important to know His care for me as one of His ________________.

12. What does “university” mean?

13. The Bible reveals God as being our _________ _____________, the One who has 

____________ us &  __________________over us.
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a p o l · o · g e t · i c s
M e r e   A p o l o g e t i c s

S t u d y   G u i d e  5

1. How is Lewis’ point fundamental to Christian apologetics?

2. How did Evelyn Waugh describe his conversion?

3. What does the author suggest about two ways to demonstrate the Christian faith?

[one]

[two]

4. What problem does the author point out with regard to the “New Atheism”?
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“I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen: not only because I see it, but 
because by it I see everything else.”

[C.S. Lewis]

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1069006.C_S_Lewis
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1069006.C_S_Lewis


5. “Questions about ______________ cannot be meaningfully answered without depending 

upon beliefs that ultimately cannot be ______________.” 

6. What’s the problem with “proof”?

7. What’s the point of Richard Rorty’s quote? [pg. 76]

8. On what was (is) Christopher Hitchens’ critique of religion dependent?

9. When it comes to the life of the mind, what is a “fiduciary commitment”? [pg. 76]

[Research the vocabulary here]

10. On what is Hitchens’ critique of religion based?

12. For Christians, faith is not merely cognitive, but also…. Explain

13. “There is a world of difference between ________________________ and 
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_____________________________________.” 

14. What was Lewis’ great achievement, according to Austin Farrer?

15. What does it mean to demonstrate the “reasonableness of faith”?

16. To what are both science and Christian belief committed?

17. What is Richard Dawkins’ view of reality?  

18. By what has our present cultural context been shaped?

19. In what way is human logic deficient?

20. How does McGrath define “abduction”?  What is its significance?

21. How do trial lawyers depend on abduction?
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22. Research some objections to the traditional argument for God’s existence laid out on the 
top of page 85:

23. What does John Polkinghorne note that belief in God offers?

24. How does the third type of scientific explanation resonate with the Christian faith?

25. In the metanarrative of the New Atheists, what is religion?  What does it represent?

26. What does it mean to have a “Christian mind” or the “mind of Christ” [1 Cor. 2:16]?
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a p o l · o · g e t · i c s
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s

“Understanding the Spirit of the Age” [Part One]

1.  What does the Greek for secularism mean?

2. Three major moods that prevail particularly in North America:
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First dentistry was painless;
Then bicycles were chainless

And carriages were horseless 
And many laws, enforceless.
Next, cookery was fireless,
Telegraphy was wireless,
Cigars were nicotineless 
And coffee, caffeineless.

Soon oranges were seedless,
The putting green was weedless,

The college boy hatless,
The proper diet, fatless,

Now motor roads are dustless,
The latest steel is rustless,

Our tennis courts are sodless,
Our new religions, godless.

[First Dentistry was Painless]

[Arthur Guiterman]



3. [Sec·u·lar·iz·a·tion] – “Where religious ideas …__________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

4. Philosophy always comes at three levels:

5. ______________ - Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Alexander the Great 

6. ______________ - Jean Paul Sartre, popular music, literature, etc. 

7. ______________ - modern talk show host

8. "We poets in our youth begin in __________ but thereof come in the end despondency 

and ___________." William Wordsworth

9. 	 T	 F	 Ravi believes that secular government is entirely bad.

10. If secularization has its way, it will end up with no ___________ in society.

11. [Plur·al·iz·a·tion]: “Competing number of world views available to its members, no 

one is _______________.”

12. [Pri·va·tiz·a·tion]: Division between ___________ and ___________ life of individual.

 [Privatization says: “Make sure you ______________________________________.”]

 [Privatization says: “My _____________ life has nothing to do with my 
	
 _____________ life.”]

13. Secularization	 = 	 No _______________________

14. Pluralization	 =	 No _______________________

15. Privatization 	 = 	 No _______________________

16. [The Law of Noncontradiction]: Two contradictory statements cannot be ________.
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a p o l · o · g e t · i c s
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s

“Understanding the Spirit of the Age” [Part Two]

1. The same ___________ at the same ____________ with the same ______________ 
cannot bring opposite answers.

2. Many people only apply the law of noncontradiction to _______________ and to nothing 
else in their lives.

[rev·iew]:
	
	 Two kinds of logic:

[_______________] or [Law of Noncontradiction]

[_______________] and [Dialectical]

3. What kind of logic was the Hindu professor forced to embrace?

4. Pluralism leads to a loss of _________________.
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The law of non-contradiction is self-proving in that anyone who denies it, proves it. In this way it 
can be said to be undeniable, that is, literally impossible to deny.

“Anyone who denies the law of non-contradiction should be beaten and burned until he admits 
that to be beaten is not the same as not to be beaten, and to be burned is not the same as not to 

be burned.” 

[Avicenna, Great Medieval Philosopher]

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avicenna
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avicenna


5. It is more reasonable to say all religions are __________ than that all of them are 

______________.

6. Why can the law of noncontradiction not be challenged?

7. The law of noncontradiction best reflects _________________.

8. What does Ravi say is the most dangerous thing happening in the West?

9. In many other societies, religion is _____________.

[Begin “Part 2”]

10. As our culture becomes more _______________, the search for ______-fulfillment 

becomes more __________.

11. Christianity offers a faith that does not abandon the _________.

12. Faith in Jesus Christ walks hand in hand with __________.

[American culture cannot really be defined]

13. What is a “genuine cultural revolution?”

14. Once you repudiate the _________ the next step is the obliteration of the _________.

15. The only thing worse than nostalgia is _____________.

16. What is the self-fulfillment contradiction?
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[“A voyage of self-discovery”; The moral intuition that the meaning of life lies in the sacred…]

a p o l · o · g e t · i c s
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s

“Understanding the Spirit of the Age” [continued]

[Part Two: begin at 11:00]

1. What (in general) does “self-fulfillment” mean to the couple Ravi is reading about?

 [Can’t have “free love” and secure marriage; can’t have “complete freedom” and 
 responsibility]

2. The church has experienced:

	 [Intimidation philosophically]

	 [Isolation sociologically]

 [“Ghetto” mentality]

3. What is the problem with seminary students that Ravi has seen?  Why?

a p o l · o · g e t · i c s! 54

"I may, I suppose, regard myself, or pass for being, a relatively successful man. People occasionally 
stare at me in the streets — that's fame. I can easily earn enough for admission to the upper slopes 
of the Internal Revenue — that's wealth. Furnished with money and fame, even the elderly, if they 
care to, may partake of trendy diversions — that's pleasure. It may happen once in a while that 

something I said or wrote was sufficiently heeded for me to persuade myself that it represented a 
serious impact on the world — that's fulfillment. Yet I say to you — and I beg to believe me — multiply 
these tiny triumphs by a million, add them all together, and they are nothing — less than nothing, a 

positive impediment — measured against one draught of that living water Christ offers to the 
spiritually thirsty, irrespective of who or what they are. What, I ask myself, does life hold, what is 

there in the works of time, in the past, now, and to come, which could possibly be put in the balance 
against the refreshment of drinking that water?”

[Malcolm Muggeridge]



[His·tor·i·cal]

4. What happened after the Renaissance?

 [Exploration of the “New World”]

5. What happened in the 18th Century?

6. What happened in the 19th Century?

7. What happened in the 20th Century?

8. Somehow we have come to the conclusion today that to be a Christian, the ___________ 
has to be abandoned.

[Begin “Part 3”]

[di·a·lec·tic] of, pertaining to, or of the nature of logical argumentation; the art or 
practice of logical discussion as employed in investigating the truth of a theory or opinion.

9. What Don Cupit say was the reason people were shown the churches of England these 
days?

10. Why (according to Don Cupit) do Americans still believe in God?

[es·o·ter·ic]: understood by or meant for only the select few who have special 
knowledge or interest; recondite; belonging to the select few; private; secret; confidential
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[Three fundamental questions]:

[One] - What is man’s nature?

	
 [Christian response – Made in God’s image]

	
 [Secular/Humanist response – Social Darwinism]

[Two] - Has God spoken?

	 [Christian response]

	 	 [YES___________________________________________________________]

	 [Secular/humanist response - NO]

[Three] - Does God intervene?

	 [Christian response - ____________________________________________________]

	 [Secular/Humanist response - ____________________________________________]

11. What is the last thing Stalin did before he died?  So what?

12. Humanism cannot explain the nature of man.
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S t u d y   G u i d e  6

1. How does Christianity help to make sense of the “shower of facts” with which we are 
bombarded?

2. Are beliefs that cannot be proved absolutely unreasonable?  Explain:

3. How did C.S. Lewis describe right and wrong?  What did he mean?

4. Though God’s existence cannot be proved, what can be affirmed with complete sincerity?  
How does this help us in our task?

5. What is the common theme uniting all Christian writers on Clue #1?

6. What change has taken place since the Russell-Coplestone debate in 1948?

7. What is meant by “fine-tuning” in nature?
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8. What are the apologetic implications of “fine-tuning”?

9. How have scientists attempted to avoid the “obvious theistic implications” of fine-tuning?  
Any problems with this?

10. Fine-tuning proves nothing, but what does the observation of it demonstrate?

11. What is the “wisdom literature of the Old Testament”?  Find a couple examples of its 
expression of the order of the created world:

12. What is one of the most significant parallels between the natural sciences and Christian 
theology?

13. What are the limitations of the questions that the natural sciences sometimes ask?

14. Why is C.S. Lewis’ argument helpful? [pg. 102]

15. How does being made in the image of God provide a theological foundation for 
Christian apologetics?

16. What important question about morality regularly rises in debate?

17. For philosophers like Richard Rorty, on what does the truth of moral values depend?  
What is the problem with this line of thinking?

18. What does Lewis’ approach to right and wrong demonstrate?
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19. Respond to the Lewis quote on the bottom of pg. 107:

20. What human longing is a “deep clue to the meaning of things”?  What does this mean?

21. Augustine said: “You have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless until they 
find their rest in you.”   Response?

22. How does “C.S. Lewis Song” by Brooke Fraser illustrate Lewis’ “argument from desire”?

[C.S. Lewis Song]

If I find in myself desires nothing in this world can satisfy,
I can only conclude that I was not made for here
If the flesh that I fight is at best only light and momentary,
then of course I'll feel nude when to where I'm destined I'm compared

[CHORUS]

Speak to me in the light of the dawn
Mercy comes with the morning
I will sigh and with all creation groan as I wait for hope to come for me

Am I lost or just less found? 

On the straight or on the roundabout of the wrong way?
Is this a soul that stirs in me, is it breaking free, wanting to come alive?
Cause my comfort would prefer for me to be numb
And avoid the impending birth of who I was born to become

[CHORUS]

[BRIDGE]

For we, we are not long here
Our time is but a breath, so we better breathe it
And I, I was made to live, I was made to love, I was made to know you
Hope is coming for me
Hope, He's coming

[Brooke Fraser]
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23. With what did Lewis say Christian apologetics must engage?

24. How could you see the “argument from desire” showing up in your relationships?

25. Why do we “dream of beautiful worlds”?

26. “We need to help people see the world in a different way – as a _______________, not 

a __________________.”

27. What did C.S. Lewis say would ultimately frustrate us in our search for beauty?

28. Read Lewis’ “The Weight of Glory” [Appendix] and respond to what you’ve read.  What 
did you find helpful or interesting?
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“If the Foundations Are Being Destroyed, What Can the Righteous Do?”

[Part One]

1. What did Solomon say that God has put into the heart of men? [Ecclesiastes 3:11]

2. According to Frederick Nietzsche, what happened to God in the 19th Century?

3. How does Ravi Zacharias define [culture]?

4. According to the definition of culture, what must [life] be?

5. With what does a [genuine cultural revolution] make a decisive break?

[Particularly those…that relate to the deepest questions on 
the nature and purpose of human life]

[Fundamental questions remain unanswered]

6. What did G.K. Chesterton say the real tragedy is of disbelieving 
in God?
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“CHRISTIANITY is always out of fashion because it is always sane; and all fashions are mild 
insanities.  The Church always seems to be behind the times, when it is really beyond the times; it is 

waiting till the last fad shall have seen its last summer. It keeps the key of a permanent virtue.”

[G.K. Chesterton - The Ball and the Cross]



7. According to Sakorov, what is the most powerful weapon in the world?

8. What is unique about the Wexner center for the Arts at the Ohio State University?

9. What is the first component of a sturdy community or nation?

	 [Eternity]

10. What ultimately brings meaning to life?
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    “Where, then, does happiness lie? In forgetfulness, not indulgence, of the self - In escape from 
sensual appetites, not in their satisfaction. We live in a dark, self-enclosed prison, which is all we 
see or know if our glance is fixed ever downward. To lift it upward, becoming aware of the wide, 

luminous universe outside -- this alone is happiness. At its highest level, such happiness is the 
ecstasy that mystics have inadequately described. At more humdrum levels, it is human love; the 
delights and beauties of our dear earth, its colors and shapes and sounds; the enchantment of 

understanding and laughing, and all other exercise of such faculties as we possess; the marvel of 
the meaning of everything, fitfully glimpsed, inadequately expounded, but ever present.”

[Malcolm Muggeridge - Jesus Rediscovered]

http://cqod.gospelcom.net/cqodndal.htm
http://cqod.gospelcom.net/cqodndal.htm
http://cqod.gospelcom.net/cqodndth.htm
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“If the Foundations Are Being Destroyed, What Can the Righteous Do?”

[Part Two]

1. What was unique about the first astronauts’ experience in the 1960’s?

2. What were the only words that could “pull together” what was being experienced?

3. What does our culture say that we should seize?

4. What gives meaning to time?

5. What is pragmatism?

6. What is the second dimension of a successful society?

 [“When you do away with eternity, you redefine existence.”]

 [“When you do away with morality, you redefine essence.”]
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“There have been times when I think we do not desire heaven; but more often I find myself 
wondering whether, in our heart of hearts, we have ever desired anything else... It is the secret 

signature of each soul, the incommunicable and unappeasable want, the thing we desire before we 
met our wives or made our friends or chose our work, and which we shall still desire on our 

deathbeds, when the mind no longer knows wife or friend or work... 
All your life an unattainable ecstasy has hovered just beyond the grasp of your consciousness. The 

day is coming when you will wake to find, beyond all hope, that you have attained it, or else, that it 
was within your reach and you have lost it forever.”

[C.S. Lewis - The Problem of Pain]



7. “There is no such thing as believing nothing.”  Respond to this statement:

8. What is a society without morality capable of?

9. [C.S. Lewis - “Till We Have Faces”]: “Death opens a door out of a little, dark room (that's 
all the life we have known before it) into a great, real place where the true sun shines and 
we shall meet."

	 [In the light of the last two worksheets, what does this quote from Lewis have to do 
	 with what Ravi Zacharias was talking about?]
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“In speaking of this desire for our own far-off country, which we find in ourselves even now, I feel a 
certain shyness. I am almost committing an indecency. I am trying rip open the inconsolable secret 
in each one of you--- the secret which hurts so much that you take your revenge on it by calling it 
names like Nostalgia and Romanticism and Adolescence... Our commonest expedient is to call it 

beauty and behave as if that had settled the matter. Wordsworth's expedient was to identify it with 
certain moments in his own past. But all this is a cheat. If Wordsworth had gone back to those 
moments in the past, he would have found the thing itself, but only the reminder of it: what he 
remembered would turn out to be itself a remembering. The books or the music in which we 

thought the beauty was located will betray us if we trust to them: it was not in them, it only came 
through them, and what came through them was longing. These things---the beauty, the memory of 
our own past---are good images of what we really desire: but if they are mistaken for the thing itself 
they turn into dumb idols, breaking the hearts of their worshippers. For they are not the thing itself; 
they are only the scent of a flower we have not found, the echo of a tune we have not heard, news 

from a country we have never yet visited.... The sense that in this universe we are treated as 
strangers, the longing to be acknowledged, to meet with some response, to bridge some chasm 

that yawns between us and reality, is part of our inconsolable secret....”

“Our lifelong Nostalgia, our longing to be reunited with something in the universe from which we 
now feel cut off, to be on the inside of some door which we have always seen from the outside, is 

no mere neurotic fancy, but the truest index of our real situation.”

[C.S. Lewis - Transposition and other Addresses]

C.S. Lewis has a marvelous few lines in his book on the Psalms: 

“For we are so little reconciled to time that we are astonished at it. ‘How he’s grown!’ we exclaim, 
“How time flies!” as though the universal form of our experience were again and again a novelty. 
It is as strange as if a fish were repeatedly surprised at the wetness of water. And that would be 

strange indeed; unless of course the fish were destined to become, one day, a land animal.”

[C.S. Lewis - “Reflections on the Psalms”]
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“Let me suppose that I had been born in a land of thick fogs, and had never seen the beauties of 
nature, or a single ray of sunshine, although I had heard of these wonders from my early youth, 
and knew that the country wherein I dwelt was not my real home—there was another land, unto 

which I should always look forward. ... From the time of my childhood I felt that one day I should 
be set free from this land of darkness. I believed it, not only because I had been told so by others, 
but my heart’s most secret and deepest longings assured me that there was in store for me another 

and more beautiful country—an abiding dwelling place. I was like Christopher Columbus, whose 
genius anticipated the discovery of the New World. And suddenly the mists about me have 

penetrated my very soul and have enveloped me so completely that I cannot even picture to myself 
this promised country … all has faded away.”

[St. Thérèse de Lisieux's autobiography]

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Th%C3%A9r%C3%A8se_de_Lisieux
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Th%C3%A9r%C3%A8se_de_Lisieux
http://www.jesus-passion.com/ThereseAutobiography.pdf
http://www.jesus-passion.com/ThereseAutobiography.pdf
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“If the Foundations Are Being Destroyed, What Can the Righteous Do?”

[Part Three]

1. What is the tragedy of our time?

[rev·iew]

	 [What is the first component of a sturdy society?]

	 [What is the second component of a sturdy society?]

2. Is there any logical way to defend relativism?

 [“He comes from this antiquated brand of thinkers that believes that truth can 
 be propositionally stated…”]

	 [the law of noncontradiction -  something cannot simultaneously be and not be 
	 of a specified kind or quantity]

3. What does Arthur Schlessinger say America is all about?
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“He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eternity into man's heart, 
yet so that he cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end.”

[ecclesiastes 3:11]



4. How did O.J. Simpson attorney Robert Shapiro deal with the question Larry King asked 
him?

[ab·er·rant] - departing from an accepted standard

5. What did Peggy Noonan say was the moment the new America “began?”

[Official disapproval/unofficial succor8]

[Going to help/asked to celebrate]

6. “Beware of what you _____________”

7. What is the third element of a sturdy society?

“It is a ______________ scandal that gives offense, it is no sin to sin in 

______________” [Molière: 1622 – 73]

[When eternity goes, we redefine existence]

[When morality goes, we redefine essence]

[When accountability goes, we face the loss of conscience]

[When charity goes, we lose beneficence9]

8. What is the fourth element of a sturdy society?
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8  assistance  and  support  in  times  of  hardship  and  distress.

9  The  state  or  quality  of  being  kind,  charitable,  or  beneficial.



I went to my psychiatrist to be psychoanalysed

To find out why I killed the cat and blackened my husband's eyes.

He laid me on a downy couch to see what he could find,

And here is what he dredged up from my subconscious mind:

When I was one, my mommie hid my dolly in a trunk,

And so it follows naturally that I am always drunk.

When I was two, I saw my father kiss the maid one day,

And that is why I suffer now from kleptomania.

At three, I had the feeling of ambivalence towards my brothers,

And so it follows naturally I poison all my lovers.

But I am happy; now I've learned the lesson this has taught;

That everything I do that's wrong is someone else's fault.
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“If the Foundations Are Being Destroyed, What Can the Righteous Do?”

[Part Four]

[rev·iew]

   [What was the first element of a healthy culture and civilization?]

	 [What was the second element of a healthy culture and civilization?]

	 [What was the third element of a healthy culture and civilization?]

	 [What was the fourth element of a healthy culture and civilization?]

1. What happens when the components of a strong foundation are gone?

2. “There’s no point cutting off a person’s _________, and then giving them a __________ to 

_______________.”
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“The individual is not truly fulfilled by becoming ever more autonomous. Indeed, to move too far in 
this direction is to risk psychosis, the ultimate form of autonomy. The injunction"–notice this now 

please– "The injunction that to find one’s self, one must lose one’s self, contains the truth any seeker 
of self-fulfillment needs to grasp."

What an opening that can lead to the Cross of Jesus Christ!



3. What is the point of the above parable? [This is the place where YOU respond with your 
own interpretation of the parable]

4. What did the graduate student at Princeton say to Ravi Zacharias?

5. What was it hard for the professors in Moscow to understand?

	
	 [Culture is an effort to find coherence]

6. What is the privilege that God has given us?

7. What happens as a result of brokenness?

8. What is the motto of Oxford?

9. What is the motto of Harvard?

10. Eternity gives us a sense of _____________________

11. Morality gives us an orientation of _______________.

12. Accountability enables us to _____________ together.

13. Charity moves us ______________ one another.
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1. “Apologetics is about _______________ __________________”

2. “The recent growth of postmodernity has led to a new emphasis on the importance of 

_____________ and ____________...”

3. Explain what the image of the sun and the shutter have to do with apologetics:

4. How does Augustine’s story illustrate the importance of explanation?

5. What do the arguments on pg. 132 make clear?

6. What was the significance of Schaeffer’s work at L’Abri?

7. What was Schaeffer’s most significant contribution to apologetics?
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8. What is meant by thinking of apologetics in terms of taking the roof off a shelter?

9. What is “Logical Positivism”?

10. Rewrite the following sentence in your own words:

[A rationalist notion of truth as propositional correctness can too easily displace the 
biblical idea of truth as a relational concept.]

11. What feature of postmodernity is of particular importance to apologetics?

12. Do you think this feature is as important as McGrath thinks it is?

13. What does the Christian narrative offer, according to Lewis?

14. What four fundamental questions does the Bible answer?  How does it answer them?

	

	 [one]
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	 [two]

	 [three]

	

	 [four]

15. What help was J.R.R. Tolkien in terms of story?

16. How would you “work out and improve” McGrath’s take on the “Parable of the pearl of 
great price”?

17. How is the story of the exile of Jerusalem to Babylon useful for apologetics?

18. What is the “controlling narrative” of The Da Vinci Code?

19. What does McGrath suggest as the possible reason for the popularity of The Da Vinci 
Code?
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20. What is the basic story of Philip Pullman’s 2010 work The Good Man Jesus and the 
Scoundrel Christ?

21. What does McGrath say Pullman’s “clear intention” was?

22. What is the supreme form of communication for postmodern writers?

23. How can Plato’s image be used to commend and communicate the gospel?

24. What does McGrath suggest?

25. What Bible verses are helpful here?

26. How is the image of adoption helpful?  What is adoption about?  

27. What recent films speak of theological and apologetical issues?
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“Though the Fig Tree Does Not Bud” [Part One]

1. What question does Ravi want to deal with in this message?

2. The issue of _______________ is an age-old question.

[Habakkuk 1:2-4]

[Habakkuk’s First Query]:

 [How long must I call for ________ … or cry to you “ ____________”?]

	 	
  [Violence is the same as the word “_____________”]

	 	 [17th Century in Europe: __________ million killed]

	 	 [18th Century: __________ million]

	 	
	 	 [19th Century: __________ million]

	 	
	 	 [20th Century: __________ million]

3. Nietzsche: “God is ________”

4. What would happen, according to Nietzsche, after the death of 
God?
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5. Who did Nietzsche influence?

6. In what year did the “Honor Roll” murder take place?

7. In what place?

[Habakkuk’s Second Query]:

 [“Why do you not speak out when there is so much _____________?”]

	 	 [Aristotle: Justice is a ___________ notion]

  [“Ours is an age where ___________ has become obsolete.”]

	 	 [Justice is not ___________ of virtue; it is virtue in its ___________.]

[Habakkuk’s Third Query]:

	
 [“How can you tolerate so much ___________?”]

8. In the wake of 9/11, what word was being heard across the airwaves?

9. Adolf Eichmann - The ___________10 of evil.
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10  Something  that  is  trite,  obvious,  or  predictable;  a  commonplace.  



10. What is God’s first response to Habakkuk?

	 [The ______________ of God in distinction to _____________]

11. Without God in the _______________, the ______________ makes no sense

12. G.K. Chesterton – “God is like the ___________, you cannot look at it, but without it, 

you cannot look at _______________ else.”

13. Sin is a ___________ at the human mind for the _____________ of the soul.

14. The reality of God makes a difference in the way you ___________ and ____________.
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“Though the Fig Tree Does Not Bud” [Part Two]

1. Where does _____________ fit in a Christian worldview?

2. [vi·o·lence]: a _______________ of injustice

3. God’s first response: The _____________ of God in ________________ to atheism.

4. Without ___________ in the _____________ the ______________ does not make sense 
anymore.

5. What did the cab driver say was the motivation for September 11th?

6. Who was really behind it [according to the cabbie]?

	 [The ability of humanity to manufacture ___________.]

7. God says, “The world is an _____________ builder” [Habakkuk 2:18-20]
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“GOD, the Lord, is my strength; he makes my feet like the deer's he makes me tread on my high 
places”

[habakkuk 3:19]



8. Sin is a _________ at the human mind for the ________________ of the _____________.

9. _____________ and ___________ and the sacredness of life finds its meaning in the very 

reality of God.

10. The difference between God’s __________________ and ______-existence is very real.

11. [God and time]: Time is the ___________ of God as He paints His _________________ 

on the _____________ of the human heart.

12. What is the meaning of the story Ravi told from Vietnam?

“Your eyes saw my unformed substance;

in your book were written, every one of them,

    the days that were formed for me,

    when as yet there was none of them.”

[psalm 139:16]
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"What profit is an idol when its maker has shaped it, a metal image, a teacher of lies?
For its maker trusts in his own creation when he makes speechless idols! Woe to him who says to a 
wooden thing, Awake; to a silent stone, Arise! Can this teach? Behold, it is overlaid with gold and 
silver, and there is no breath at all in it. But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep 

silence before him."

[habakkuk 2:18-20]



13. The one who _____________ us into the world will drive us to our _______________. 

	
	 [God is the distinction to _________________]

	 [The eventuality of His working in distinction to _________________]

	 [The eternality of His perspective in distinction to ________________]

14. ______________ is the perspective from which we get a look at the full picture.

 [“The thin line between __________ and ___________ runs through every human 
 heart” - Aleksandr I. Solzhenitsyn]

15. What scene is the answer to violence?

16. It is only as we understand the _____________ that we will understand what it is to 

respond to evil.

17. God _______, God _________, God ______________.

18. Violence is a symptom of our _________________ from God.
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And he said to him, "What is your name?" And he said, "Jacob." 28Then he said, "Your name shall 
no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with men, and have 

prevailed."

[genesis 32:27,28]
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1. On the one hand, apologetics is about:

2. On the other hand: 

3. The nature of the______________ shapes the questions that might be asked about 
Christianity.

4. What questions are important in an Islamic context?

5. Questions should be seen not as ______________, but as ___________________ to faith.

6. What does McGrath suggest as the “best responses” to questions regarding faith?

7. “Never give an answer to a question that _____________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________.”  
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8. Why?

9. What is the apologist’s job, as it pertains to the “road to faith”?

10. Why is it important to be gracious with questions?

11. What does McGrath suggest, to bring out “the question behind the question”?

12. What are the weaknesses of prepackaged answers to honest questions?

13. What have you learned from the other apologists we’ve featured this semester?

14. “_________________ has a knockdown answer to the problem of suffering.”
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“GOD, the Lord, is my strength;

   he makes my feet like the deer's;

   he makes me tread on my high places”

[Habakkuk 3:19]



15. How does this statement help in answering Case Study #1?

[“God knows what it is like to suffer”]

16. What does it mean for God to “sympathize” with our suffering?

17. What does our revulsion at pain and suffering reveal?

18. What is the “real issue” when it comes to suffering?

19. What is the second Case Study issue? 

	 [Where does it find its origin?]

20. What is the problem with the evidence supporting Freud’s views?

21. How does Lewis help us in response to Freud?
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22. What two points does McGrath make in response to the view that belief in God is a 
“crutch” for weak people?

[one]

[two]

23. What historical event may have caused Freud to change his mind? [pg. 171]

24. “Apologetics is as much an __________ as it is a _______________.”

25. How would you work out a response to the four questions on pg. 172? [Consider pg. 173 
in your answer.]

	 [one]

	 [two]

	 [three]

	 [four]

26. What are the four steps suggested in the “art” of apologetics? [pgs. 173, 174]

	 [one]

	 [two]

	 [three]

a p o l · o · g e t · i c s! 84



	 [four]

27. What did you find helpful about McGrath’s answers to the listed questions? Be specific:

	 [one]

	 [two]
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a p o l · o · g e t · i c s
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s

“What is Worthwhile Under the Sun” [Part One]

1. What question is Ravi often asked when he speaks?

2. Why did this question cross his mind in the story he recounts to us?

3. What is the converse (opposite) of that question?

4. “They have everything the world has to offer except __________ peace & ___________.” 

[ecclesiastes 2:1-11]

5. What does the phrase “under the sun” mean in Hebrew thinking?

6. “Meaninglessness does not come from being weary of _________, meaninglessness 

comes from being weary of _____________.” - [G.K. Chesterton]

7. “At His ___________ ___________ are _____________ forevermore.” [Psalm 16:11]
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[Prin·ci·ple One] – [Judges 7] - “Anything that _______________ you without 

__________________ from _____________________ or _____________________ your 

___________ ___________ is a _____________________ pleasure.”

9. How many miles did John Wesley travel preaching the gospel?

10. How did John Wesley’s mother define sin for him?

What Orwell feared were those who would ban books. What Huxley feared was that there would 
be no reason to ban a book, for there would be no one who wanted to read one. Orwell feared 
those who would deprive us of information. Huxley feared those who would give us so much that 
we would be reduced to passivity and egoism. Orwell feared that the truth would be concealed 
from us. Huxley feared the truth would be drowned in a sea of irrelevance. Orwell feared we 

would become a captive culture. Huxley feared we would become a trivial culture, preoccupied 
with some equivalent of the feelies, the orgy porgy, and the centrifugal bumblepuppy. As Huxley 

remarked in Brave New World Revisited, the civil libertarians and rationalists who are ever on the 
alert to oppose tyranny "failed to take into account man's almost infinite appetite for distractions". 

In 1984, Huxley added, people are controlled by inflicting pain. In Brave New World, they are 
controlled by inflicting pleasure.

[In short, Orwell feared that what we hate will ruin us. Huxley feared 
that what we love will ruin us.] 11
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11  Foreword  from  Amusing  Ourselves  to  Death  by  Neil  Postman



a p o l · o · g e t · i c s
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s

“What is Worthwhile Under the Sun” [Part Two]

1. The underlying idea is that you must first understand what your _________ _______ is.

2. What question did Ravi ask after he saw the girl who was waiting to die?

[review]

[Prin·ci·ple One]

3. What is your goal in life?

[Prin·ci·ple Two] – [2 Samuel 23] - Any pleasure that jeopardizes the 

________________ ________________ of another may be an illicit12 pleasure

4. How did David’s men respond to his request?

5. How did David respond?
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12 forbidden by law, rules, or custom.



6. Why?

7. That which can refresh you without diminishing your _____________ ____________ is a 

_____________ pleasure.

8. Any pleasure that ___________ another person is an ________________ pleasure.
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[The Vanity of Self-Indulgence]

 “I said in my heart, "Come now, I will test you with pleasure; enjoy yourself." But behold, this also 
was vanity. I said of laughter, "It is mad," and of pleasure, "What use is it?" I searched with my 

heart how to cheer my body with wine--my heart still guiding me with wisdom--and how to lay hold 
on folly, till I might see what was good for the children of man to do under heaven during the few 

days of their life.”

[ecclesiastes 2:1-3]



a p o l · o · g e t · i c s
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s

“What is Worthwhile Under the Sun” [Part Three]

1. God is on the side of pleasure which is _____________ & perpetuates itself.

2. Any pleasure that ____________ the _________ right of another is an illicit [prohibited] 
pleasure.

3. What is the moral of the story of the girl with the paint can?

4. What did Ravi’s son ask to do after the Columbine shooting?

5. Build a ____________ and a ___________ where values are ____________ before you.

[review] 

[Prin·ci·ple One]

[Prin·ci·ple Two]

[Prin·ci·ple Three] – [Proverbs 25:16] – “Any pleasure, however good _____________

_______________________________________________________________________”
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[App·li·ca·tion One] – Pleasure for pleasure’s sake will 
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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“Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use of the 
time, because the days are evil.”

[ephesians 5:15,16]



a p o l · o · g e t · i c s
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s

“What is Worthwhile Under the Sun” [Part Four]

1. What brought Ravi’s wealthy friend to Christ?

[App·li·ca·tion Two] – There is a place for ___________________________________.

2. How does the senior devil encourage the junior devil to keep the man from the “enemy” in 
C.S. Lewis’ The Screwtape Letters?

3. Pure pleasure brings you within the reach of ______________________.

[App·li·ca·tion Three] - The ultimate pleasure is the pleasure of ________________.

4. It is _____________ that brings complete pleasure.

5. What was Ravi Zacharias doing in Vietnam in 1971?

6. What was the Vietnamese commanding officer doing with the pages of the Bible?
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7. No _____________ the world has to offer will ever come close to what God has for us.

8. [Psalm 34:8] – “______________ and ______________ that He is good.”
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"Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters;
and he who has no money, come, buy and eat!

Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 

Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
 and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good,

 and delight yourselves in rich food. 

Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul may live;
and I will make with you an everlasting covenant,

 my steadfast, sure love for David.” 

[isaiah 55:1-3]

“If you have found honey, eat only enough for you,

lest you have your fill of it and vomit it.” 

[proverbs 25:16]

“And we know that in all things 

God works for the good of those who love him, 

who have been called according to his purpose.” 

[romans 8:28]



[psalm 34]
Taste and See That the LORD Is Good

Of David, when he changed his behavior before Abimelech, so that he drove him out, and 

he went away.

1 I will bless the LORD at all times;

   his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

2 My soul makes its boast in the LORD;

   let the humble hear and be glad. 

3 Oh, magnify the LORD with me,

   and let us exalt his name together!  

4 I sought the LORD, and he answered me

   and delivered me from all my fears. 

5 Those who look to him are radiant,

   and their faces shall never be ashamed. 

6 This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him

   and saved him out of all his troubles. 

7 The angel of the LORD encamps

   around those who fear him, and delivers them.   

[8 Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good!

   Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him!]

9 Oh, fear the LORD, you his saints,

   for those who fear him have no lack! 

10 The young lions suffer want and hunger;

   but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing.     
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 11 Come, O children, listen to me;

   I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 

12 What man is there who desires life

   and loves many days, that he may see good? 

13 Keep your tongue from evil

   and your lips from speaking deceit. 

14 Turn away from evil and do good;

   seek peace and pursue it.    

 15 The eyes of the LORD are toward the righteous

   and his ears toward their cry. 

16 The face of the LORD is against those who do evil,

   to cut off the memory of them from the earth. 

17 When the righteous cry for help, the LORD hears

   and delivers them out of all their troubles. 

18 The LORD is near to the brokenhearted

   and saves the crushed in spirit. 

19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous,

   but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 

20 He keeps all his bones;

   not one of them is broken. 

21 Affliction will slay the wicked,

   and those who hate the righteous will be condemned. 

22 The LORD redeems the life of his servants;

   none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned.
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a p o l · o · g e t · i c s
M e r e   A p o l o g e t i c s

S t u d y   G u i d e  9

1. Rather than merely give answers, what has been McGrath’s concern in the book?

2. Which of the four “best ways” seems to suit you?  

3. What will an apologist need to do their work well?  How might this translate to your life 
over the next couple years?

4. Again, what have you learned from the other apologists you’ve been exposed to?  How 
could you develop and adapt their approaches?

5. What is “reverse engineering”?  How is it helpful in this context?

6. What is essential to developing your own apologetic method?
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 7. Why are the best answers your own?

8. How might McGrath’s examples of his strengths help you identify your own?

9. How does a person learn to construct and deliver apologetic addresses?

10. How does the example of The Inklings help you form a plan on what to do next?
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a p o l · o · g e t · i c s
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s

“Postures of the Mind, Affections of the Heart” [Part One]

13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: 
forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on 

toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
Philippians 3:13,14 [ESV]

1. “The __________ is to the soul what the ____________ is to the body.”

2. The mind is that which “pulls together” all that you know to be true or false

3. Ravi’s first challenge:

• Learning how to _____________

• What was the point of the story of the Olympic athlete?

• There are some issues from the past that can be 
settled

• There are some difficult moments in your life that 
must be _______________

a p o l · o · g e t · i c s! 98



• “Bury them under His ______________”

4. Second challenge:

• Determine what you will ____________

• What verse did Ravi quote in support of this?

• What was the last statement on the video supporting the university?

• What was the course Ravi referred to “designed” to do?
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a p o l · o · g e t · i c s
R a v i   Z a c h a r i a s

“Postures of the Mind, Affections of the Heart” [Part Two]

12 Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil 
days come and the years draw near of which you will say, “I have no 

pleasure in them”;

Ecclesiastes 12:1,2 [ESV]

1. What issues in your life should you “settle” before you leave this place?

2.  What was Ravi’s professor’s goal in life?

3. ____________ has not disproved the existence of God.

4. Why, oftentimes, do atheists believe what they believe?
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5. Some people are atheists not because of _________________ reasons, but 
____________ reasons.

	
"I had motives for not wanting the world to have a meaning; consequently assumed that it had none, and was 
able without any difficulty to find satisfying reasons for this assumption... The philosopher who finds no meaning 
in the world is not concerned exclusively with a problem in metaphysics, he is also concerned to prove that there is 
no valid reason why he personally should not do as he wants to do, or why his friends should not seize political 
power and govern in the way that they find most advantageous to themselves... For myself... the philosophy of 
meaninglessness was essentially an instrument of liberation... sexual... [and] political."13

6. What did Carl Sagan say about messages from outer space?

7. How does the DNA example provide a response to Sagan?

8. How many cells are there in the eye alone?
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13 -- Aldous Huxley Ends and Means, pg. 273, 1937

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/083712252X/thepageofreason
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/083712252X/thepageofreason
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Appendix
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The Hound of Heaven

I fled Him, down the nights and down the days; 
I fled Him, down the arches of the years; 
I fled Him, down the labyrinthine ways 
Of my own mind; and in the mist of tears 
I hid from Him, and under running laughter. 
Up vistaed hopes I sped; 
And shot, precipitated,
Adown Titanic glooms of chasmèd fears, 
From those strong Feet that followed, followed 
after. 
But with unhurrying chase, 
And unperturbèd pace,
Deliberate speed, majestic instancy, 
They beat -- and a voice beat 
More instant than the Feet --
"All things betray thee, who betrayest Me."
I pleaded, outlaw-wise,
By many a hearted casement, curtained red, 
Trellised with intertwining charities; 
(For, though I knew His love Who followèd, 
Yet was I sore adread
Lest, having Him, I must have naught beside.) 
But, if one little casement parted wide, 
The gust of his approach would clash it to : 
Fear wist not to evade, as Love wist to pursue. 
Across the margent of the world I fled, 
And troubled the gold gateways of the stars, 
Smiting for shelter on their clangèd bars ; 
Fretted to dulcet jars
And silvern chatter the pale ports o' the moon. 
I said to Dawn : Be sudden -- to Eve : Be soon ; 
With thy young skiey blossoms heap me over 
From this tremendous Lover--

Float thy vague veil about me, lest He see ! 
I tempted all His servitors, but to find 
My own betrayal in their constancy, 
In faith to Him their fickleness to me, 
Their traitorous trueness, and their loyal deceit. 
To all swift things for swiftness did I sue ; 
Clung to the whistling mane of every wind. 
But whether they swept, smoothly fleet, 
The long savannahs of the blue ; 
Or whether, Thunder-driven,
They clanged his chariot 'thwart a heaven,
Plashy with flying lightnings round the spurn o' 
their feet :-- 
Fear wist not to evade as Love wist to pursue. 
Still with unhurrying chase, 
And unperturbèd pace,
Deliberate speed, majestic instancy, 
Came on the following Feet, 
And a Voice above their beat--

"Naught shelters thee, who wilt not shelter 
Me." 
I sought no more that after which I strayed, 
In face of man or maid ;
But still within the little children's eyes 
Seems something, something that replies,
They at least are for me, surely for me ! 
I turned me to them very wistfully ; 
But just as their young eyes grew sudden fair 
With dawning answers there,
Their angel plucked them from me by the hair. 
"Come then, ye other children, Nature's -- share 
With me" (said I) "your delicate fellowship ; 
Let me greet you lip to lip, 
Let me twine with you caresses, 
Wantoning
With our Lady-Mother's vagrant tresses, 
Banqueting
With her in her wind-walled palace, 
Underneath her azured daïs, 
Quaffing, as your taintless way is, 
From a chalice
Lucent-weeping out of the dayspring." 
So it was done :
I in their delicate fellowship was one -- 
Drew the bolt of Nature's secrecies. 
I knew all the swift importings 
On the wilful face of skies ; 
I knew how the clouds arise 
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Spumèd of the wild sea-snortings ; 
All that's born or dies
Rose and drooped with ; made them shapers
Of mine own moods, or wailful or divine ; 
With them joyed and was bereaven. 
I was heavy with the even, 
When she lit her glimmering tapers 
Round the day's dead sanctities. 
I laughed in the morning's eyes.
I triumphed and I saddened with all weather, 
Heaven and I wept together,
And its sweet tears were salt with mortal mine ; 
Against the red throb of its sunset-heart 
I laid my own to beat, 
And share commingling heat ;
But not by that, by that, was eased my human 
smart. 
In vain my tears were wet on Heaven's grey 
cheek. 
For ah ! we know not what each other says, 
These things and I ; in sound I speak--
Their sound is but their stir, they speak by 
silences. 
Nature, poor stepdame, cannot slake my 
drouth ; 
Let her, if she would owe me,
Drop yon blue bosom-veil of sky, and show me 
The breasts o' her tenderness ;
Never did any milk of hers once bless 
My thirsting mouth. 
Nigh and nigh draws the chase, 
With unperturbèd pace,
Deliberate speed, majestic instancy ; 
And past those noisèd Feet 
A Voice comes yet more fleet --
"Lo ! naught contents thee, who content'st not 
Me." 
Naked I wait thy Love's uplifted stroke ! 
My harness piece by piece Thou hast hewn 
from me, 
And smitten me to my knee ;
I am defenceless utterly. 
I slept, methinks, and woke,
And, slowly gazing, find me stripped in sleep. 
In the rash lustihead of my young powers, 
I shook the pillaring hours
And pulled my life upon me ; grimed with 
smears, 
I stand amid the dust o' the mounded years -- 

My mangled youth lies dead beneath the 
heap. 
My days have crackled and gone up in smoke, 
Have puffed and burst as sun-starts on a 
stream. 
Yea, faileth now even dream
The dreamer, and the lute the lutanist ; 
Even the linked fantasies, in whose blossomy 
twist 
I swung the earth a trinket at my wrist, 
Are yielding ; cords of all too weak account 
For earth with heavy griefs so overplussed. 
Ah ! is Thy love indeed
A weed, albeit an amaranthine weed, 
Suffering no flowers except its own to mount ? 
Ah ! must -- 
Designer infinite !--
Ah ! must Thou char the wood ere Thou canst 
limn with it ? 
My freshness spent its wavering shower i' the 
dust ; 
And now my heart is as a broken fount, 
Wherein tear-drippings stagnate, spilt down 
ever 
From the dank thoughts that shiver
Upon the sighful branches of my mind. 
Such is ; what is to be ?
The pulp so bitter, how shall taste the rind ? 
I dimly guess what Time in mists confounds ; 
Yet ever and anon a trumpet sounds 
From the hid battlements of Eternity ; 
Those shaken mists a space unsettle, then 
Round the half-glimpsed turrets slowly wash 
again. 
But not ere him who summoneth 
I first have seen, enwound
With glooming robes purpureal, cypress-
crowned ; 
His name I know, and what his trumpet saith. 
Whether man's heart or life it be which yields 
Thee harvest, must Thy harvest-fields 
Be dunged with rotten death ? 

Now of that long pursuit 
Comes on at hand the bruit ;
That Voice is round me like a bursting sea : 
"And is thy earth so marred, 
Shattered in shard on shard ?
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Lo, all things fly thee, for thou fliest me ! 
"Strange, piteous, futile thing !
Wherefore should any set thee love apart ? 
Seeing none but I makes much of naught" (He 
said), 
"And human love needs human meriting : 
How hast thou merited --
Of all man's clotted clay the dingiest clot ? 
Alack, thou knowest not
How little worthy of any love thou art ! 
Whom wilt thou find to love ignoble thee, 
Save Me, save only Me ?
All which I took from thee I did but take, 
Not for thy harms,
But just that thou might'st seek it in My arms. 
All which thy child's mistake
Fancies as lost, I have stored for thee at home : 
Rise, clasp My hand, and come !" 

Halts by me that footfall : 
Is my gloom, after all,
Shade of His hand, outstretched caressingly ? 
"Ah, fondest, blindest, weakest, 
I am He Whom thou seekest !
Thou dravest love from thee, who dravest me." 

-‐‑ Frances Thompson
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Christian Apologetics

by CS Lewis (1945)

Some of you are priests and some are leaders of youth organizations. I have little right to address 
either. It is for priests to teach me, not for me to teach them. I have never helped to organize youth, 
and while young myself I successfully avoided being organized. If I address you it is in response to a 
request so urged that I came to regard compliance as a matter of obedience.

I am to talk about apologetics. Apologetics means of course defense. The first question is --What do 
you propose to defend? Christianity, of course: and Christianity as understood by the church in Wales. 
And here at the outset I must deal with an unpleasant business. It seems to the layman that in the 
Church of England we often hear from our priests doctrine which is not Anglican Christianity. It may 
depart from Anglican Christianity in either of two ways: (1) It may be so “broad” or “liberal” or 
“modern” that it in fact excludes any real supernaturalism and thus ceases to be Christian at all. (2) It 
may, on the other hand, be Roman. It is not, of course, for me to define to you what Anglican 
Christianity is--I am your pupil, not your teacher. But I insist that wherever you draw the lines, bounding 
lines must exist, beyond which your doctrine will cease to be Anglican or to be Christian: and I suggest 
also that the lines come a great deal sooner than many modern priest think. I think it is your duty to fix 
the lines clearly in your own minds: and if you wish to go beyond them you must change your 
profession.

This is your duty not specifically as Christians or as priests but as honest men. There is a danger here of 
the clergy developing a special professional conscience which obscures the very plain moral issue. 
Men who have passed beyond these boundary lines in either direction are apt to protest that they 
have come by their unorthodox opinions honestly. In defense of these opinions they are prepared to 
suffer obloquy and to forfeit professional advancement. They thus come to feel like martyrs. But this 
simply misses the point which so gravely scandalizes the layman. We never doubted that the 
unorthodox opinions were honestly held: what we complain of is your continuing you ministry after you 
have come to hold them. We always knew that a man who makes his living as a paid agent of the 
Conservative party may honestly change his views and honestly become a Communist. What we deny 
is that he can honestly continue to be a Conservative agent and to receive money from one party while 
he supports the policy of another.

Even when we have thus ruled out teaching which is in direct contradiction to our profession, we must 
define our task still further. We are to defend Christianity itself--the faith preached by the Apostles, 
attested by the Martyrs, embodied in the Creeds, expounded by the Fathers. This must be clearly 
distinguished from the whole of what any one of us may think about God and man. Each of us has his 
individual emphasis: each holds, in addition to the faith, many opinions which seem to him to be 
consistent with it and true and important. And so perhaps they are. But as apologists it is not our 
business to defend them. We are defending Christianity; not “my religion.”
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When we mention our personal opinions we must always make quite clear the difference between 
them and the faith itself. St. Paul has given us the model in I Corinthians vii. 25: on a certain point the 
has “no commandment of the Lord” but gives “his judgment.” No one is left in doubt as to the 
difference in status implied.

This distinction, which is demanded by honesty, also gives the apologist a great tactical advantage. The 
great difficulty is to get modern audiences to realize that you are preaching Christianity solely and 
simply because you happen to think it true; they always suppose you are preaching it because you like 
it or think it good for society or something of that sort. Now a clearly maintained distinction between 
what the faith actually says and what you would like it to have said or what you understand or what 
you personally find helpful or think probable, forces your audience to realize that you are tied to your 
data just as the scientist is tied by the results of the experiments; that you are not just saying what you 
like. This immediately helps them to realize that what is being discussed is a question about objective 
fact--not gas about ideals and points of view.

Secondly, this scrupulous care to preserve the Christian message as something distinct from one’s own 
ideas, has one very good effect upon the apologist himself. It forces him, again and again, to face up 
to those elements in original Christianity which he personally finds obscure or repulsive, He is saved 
from the temptation to skip or slur or ignore what he finds disagreeable. And the man who yields to 
that temptation will, of course, never progress in Christian knowledge. For obviously the doctrines 
which one finds easy are the doctrines which give Christian sanction to truths you already knew. The 
new truth which you do not know and which you need must, in the very nature of things, be hidden 
precisely in the doctrine you least like and least understand. It is just the same here as in science. The 
phenomenon which is troublesome, which doesn’t fit in with the current scientific theories, is the 
phenomenon which compels reconsideration and thus leads to new knowledge, Science progresses 
because scientists, instead of running away from such troublesome phenomena or hushing them up, are 
constantly seeking them out. In the same way, there will be progress in Christian knowledge only as 
long as we accept the challenge of the difficult or repellent doctrines. A “liberal” Christianity which 
considers itself free to alter the faith whenever the faith looks perplexing or repellent must be 
completely stagnant, Progress is made only into a resisting material.

From this there follows a corollary about the apologist’s private reading. There are two question he 
will naturally ask himself. (1) have I been ”keeping up,” keeping abreast of recent movements in 
theology? (2) Have I stood firm super monstratas vias) amid all these “winds of doctrine”? I want to 
say emphatically that the second question is far the more important of the two. Our upbringing and the 
whole atmosphere of the world we live in make it certain that our main temptation will be that of 
yielding to winds of doctrine, not that of ignoring the. We are not at all likely to be hidebound; we are 
very likely to be the slaves of fashion. If one has to choose between reading the new books and 
reading the old, one must chose the old: not because they are necessarily better but because they 
contain precisely those truths of which our own age is neglectful. The standard of permanent 
Christianity must be kept clear in our minds and it is against that standard that we must test all 
contemporary thought. In fact, we must at all costs not move with the times. We serve One who said 
“Heaven and Earth shall move with the times, but my words shall not move with the times.”
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I am speaking, so far of theological reading. Scientific reading is a different matter. If you know any 
science it is very desirable that you should keep it up. We have to answer the current scientific attitude 
toward Christianity, not the attitude scientists adopted one hundred years ago. Science is in continual 
change and we must try to keep abreast of it. We may mention such things; but we must mention them 
lightly and without claiming that they are more than “interesting.” Sentences beginning “Science has 
now proved” should be avoided. If we try to base our apologetic on some recent development in 
science, we shall usually find that just as we have put the finishing touches to our argument science has 
changed its mind and quietly withdrawn the theory we have been using as our foundation stone. 
Timeo Dananos e dona ferentes is a sound principle.

While we are on the subject of science, let me digress for a moment. I believe that any Christian who is 
qualified to write a good popular book on any science may do much more by that than by an directly 
apologetic work. The difficulty we are up against is this. We can make people (often) attend to the 
Christian point of view for half an hour or so but the moment they have gone away from our lecture or 
laid down our article, they are plunged back into a world where the opposite position is taken for 
granted. As long as that situation exists, widespread success is simply impossible. We must attack the 
enemy’s lines of communication. What we want is not more little books about Christianity, but more 
little books by Christians on other subjects--with their Christianity latent… You can see this most easily if 
you look at it the other way round. Our faith is not very likely to be shaken by any book on Hinduism. 
But if wherever we read an elementary book on Geology, botany, Politics, or Astronomy, we found 
that its implications were Hindu, that would shake us. It is not the books written in direct defense of 
materialism that make the modern man a materialist; it is the materialistic assumptions in all the other 
books. In the same way, it is not books on Christianity that will really trouble him. But he would be 
troubled if, whenever he wanted a cheap popular introduction to some science, the best work on the 
market was always by a Christian. The first step to the reconversion of this country is a series, 
produced by Christians, which can beat the Penguin and the Thinkers Library on their own ground. Its 
Christianity would have to be latent, not explicit: and of course its science perfectly honest. Science 
twisted in the interest of apologetics would be sin and folly. But I must return to my immediate subject.

Our business is to present that which is timeless (the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow) in the 
particular language of our own age. The bad preacher does exactly the opposite: he may think about 
the Beveridge Report and talk about the coming of the kingdom. The core of his thought is merely 
contemporary; only the superficies is traditional. But your teaching must be timeless at its heart and 
wear a modern dress.

This raises the question of theology and politics. The nearest I can get to a settlement of the frontier 
problem between them is this: that theology teaches us what ends are desirable and what means are 
lawful, while politics teaches what means are effective. Thus theology tells us that every man ought to 
have a decent wage. Politics tells by what means this is likely to be attained. Theology tells us which of 
these means are consistent with justice and charity. On the political question guidance comes not from 
revelation but from natural prudence, knowledge of complicated facts and ripe experience. If we have 
these qualifications we may, of course, state our political opinions: but then we must make it quite clear 
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that we are giving our personal judgment and have no command from the Lord. Not many priests have 
these qualifications. Most political sermons teach the congregation nothing except what newspapers 
are taken at the rectory.

Our great danger at present is lest the church should continue to practice a merely missionary 
technique in what has become a missionary situation. A century ago our task was to edify those who 
had been brought up in the faith: our present task is chiefly to convert and instruct the infidels. Great 
Britain is as much a part of the mission field as China. Now if you were sent to the Bantus you would 
be taught their language and traditions. You need similar teaching about the language and mental 
habits of your own uneducated and unbelieving fellow countrymen. Many priests are quite ignorant on 
this subject. What I know about it I have learned form talking in R.A. F. camps.

They were mostly inhabited by Englishmen and, therefore, some of what I shall say may be irrelevant 
to the situation in Wales. You will sift out what does not apply.

(1) I find that the uneducated Englishman is an almost total sceptic about history. I had expected he 
would disbelieve the Gospels because they contain miracles; but he really disbelieves them because 
they deal with things that happened two thousand years ago. He would disbelieve equally in the battle 
of Actium if he heard of it. To those who have had our kind of education, his state of mind is very 
difficult to realize. To us the present has always appeared as one section in a huge continuous process. 
In his mind the present occupies almost the whole field of vision. Beyond it, isolated from it, and quite 
unimportant, is something called “the old days”-- a small, comic jungle in which highwaymen, Queen 
Elizabeth, knights-in-armour, etc. wander about. Then (strangest of all) beyond the old days come a 
picture of “primitive man.” He is “science,” not “history,” and is therefore felt to be much more real 
that the old days. In other words, the prehistoric is much more believed in than the historic.

(2) He has a distrust (very rational in the state of his knowledge) of ancient texts. Thus a man has 
sometimes said to me, “These records were written in the days before printing, weren’t they? And you 
haven’t got the original bit of paper, have you? So what it comes to is that someone wrote something 
and someone else copied it and someone else copied that and so on. Well, by the time it comes it us, it 
won’t be in the least like the original” This is a difficult objection to deal with because one cannot, 
there and then, start teaching the whole science of textual criticism. But at this point their real religion 
(i.e. faith in “science”) has come to my aid. The assurance that there is a “science” called “textual 
criticism” and that its results (not only as regard the New Testament, but as regards ancient texts in 
general) are generally accepted, will usually be received without objection. (I need hardly point out 
that the word “text” must not be used, since to your audience it means only “a scriptural quotation. “)

(3) A sense of sin is almost totally lacking. Our situation is thus very different from that of the apostles. 
The Pagans (and still more the metuentes) to whom they preached were haunted by a sense of guilt 
and to them the Gospel was, therefore, “good news.” We address people who have been trained to 
believe that whatever goes wrong in the world is someone else’s fault--the capitalists’, the 
government’s, the Nazis, the generals’, etc. They approach God Himself as his judges. They want to 
know, not whether they can be acquitted for sin, but whether He can be acquitted for creating such a 
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world.

In attacking this fatal insensibility it is useless to direct attention (a) To sins your audience do not 
commit, or (b) To things they do, but do not regard as sins. They are usually not drunkards. They are 
mostly fornicators, but then they do not feel fornication to be wrong. It is, therefore, useless to dwell on 
either of these subjects. (Now that contraceptives have removed the obvious uncharitable element in 
fornication I do not myself think we can expect people to recognize it as sin until they have accepted 
Christianity as a whole.)

I cannot offer you a water tight technique for awakening the sense of sin. I can only say that, in my 
experience, if one begins from the sin that has been one’s own chief problem during the last week, one 
is very often surprised at the way this shaft goes home. But whatever method we use, our continual 
effort must be to get their mind away from public affairs and “crime” and bring them down to brass 
tacks--to the whole network of spite, greed, envy, unfairness, and conceit in the lives of “ordinary 
decent people” like themselves (and ourselves).

(4) We must learn the language of our audience. And let me say at the outset that it is no use at all 
laying down a priori what the “plain man” does or does not understand. You have to find out by 
experience. Thus most of us would have supposed that the change from “may truly and indifferently 
minister justice” to “may truly and impartially” made that place easier to the uneducated; but a priest 
of my acquaintance discovered that his sexton saw no difficulty in indifferently (“It means making no 
difference between one man and another,” he said) but had no idea what impartially meant.

On this question of language the best thing I can do is to make a list of words which are used by the 
people in a sense different from ours.

ATONEMENT. Does not really exist in a spoken modern English, though it would be recognized as “a 
religious word.” Insofar as it conveys any meaning to the uneducated I think it means compensation. 
No one word will express to them what Christians mean by atonement: you must paraphrase.

BEING. (noun) Never means merely “entity” in popular speech. Often it means what we should call a 
“personal being” (e.g. a man said to me “I believe in the Holy Ghost but I don’t think He is a being!”)

CATHOLIC. Means papistical.

CHARITY. Means (a) alms (b) a “charitable organization” (c) Much more rarely--indulgence (i.e. a 
“charitable attitude toward a man is conceived as one that denies or condones his sins, not as one that 
loves the sinner in spite of them).

CHRISTIAN. Has come to include almost no idea of belief. Usually a vague term of approval. The 
question “What do you call a Christian?” has been asked of me again and again. The answer they 
wish to receive is “ A Christian is a decent chap who is unselfish, etc.
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CHURCH. Means (a) A sacred building, (b) the clergy. Does not suggest to them the “company of all 
faithful people.” Generally used in a bad sense. Direct defense of the church is part of our duty; but 
use of the word church where there is not time to defend it alienates sympathy and should be avoided 
where possible.

CREATIVE. Now means merely “talented,” “original.” The idea of creation in the theological sense is 
absent from their minds.

CREATURE means “beast,“ “irrational animal.“ Such an expression as “We are only creatures” would 
almost certainly be misunderstood.

CRUCIFIXION, CROSS, etc. Centuries of hymnody and religious cant have so exhausted these words 
that they now very faintly --if at all--convey the idea of execution by torture. It is better to paraphrase; 
and, for the same reason, to say flogged for the New Testament scourged.

DOGMA. Used by the people only in a bad sense to mean “unproved assertion delivered in an 
arrogant manner.”

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION. In the mouth of an uneducated speaker always means Virgin Birth.

MORALITY means chastity.

PERSONAL. I had argued for at least ten minutes with a man about the existence of a “personal devil” 
before I discovered that personal meant to him corporeal. I suspect this of being widespread. When 
they say they don’t believe in a “personal God” they may often mean only that they are not 
anthropomorphists.

POTENTIAL. When used at all is used in an engineering sense: never means “possible.”

PRIMITIVE. Means crude, clumsy, unfinished, inefficient. “Primitive Christianity” would not mean to 
them at all what it does to you.

SACRIFICE. Has no associations with the temple and altar. They are familiar with this word only in the 
journalistic sense (“The nation must be prepared for heavy sacrifices.”)
SPIRITUAL. Means primarily immaterial, incorporeal, but with serious confusion from the Christian use 
of “spirit” hence the idea that whatever is “spiritual” in the sense of “no sensuous” is somehow better 
than anything sensuous: e.g. they don’t really believe that envy could be as bad as drunkenness.

VULGARITY. Usually means obscenity or “smut.” There are bad confusions (and not only in 
uneducated minds) between: (a) The obscene or lascivious: what is calculated to provoke lust. (b) The 
indecorous: what offends against good taste or propriety. (c) The vulgar proper: what is socially 
“low.” “Good” people tend to think (b) as sinful as (a) with the result that others feel (a) to be just as 
innocent as (b).
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To conclude-- you must translate every bit of your theology into the vernacular. This is very troublesome 
and it means you can say very little in half an hour, but it is essential. It is also of the greatest service to 
your own thought. I have come to the conviction that if you cannot translate your thoughts into 
uneducated language, then your thoughts were confused. Power to translate is the test of having really 
understood one’s own meaning. A passage from some theological work for translation into the 
vernacular ought to be a compulsory paper in every ordination examination.

I turn now to the question of the actual attack. This may be either emotional or intellectual. If I speak 
only of the intellectual kind, that is not because I undervalue the other but because not having been 
given the gifts necessary for carrying it out, I cannot give advice about it. But I wish to say most 
emphatically that where a speaker has that gift, the direct evangelical appeal of the “Come to Jesus” 
type can be as overwhelming today as it was a hundred years ago. I have seen it done, preluded by a 
religious film and accompanied by hymn singing, and with remarkable effect. I cannot do it: but those 
who can ought to do it with all their might. I am not sure that the ideal missionary team ought not to 
consist of one who argues and one who (in the fullest sense of the word) preaches. Put up your arguer 
first to undermine their intellectual prejudices; then let the evangelist proper launch his appeal. I have 
seen this done with great success. But here I must concern myself only with the intellectual attack. Non 
omnia possumus omnes. And first, a word of encouragement.

Uneducated people are not irrational people. I have found that they will endure, and can follow, quite 
a lot of sustained argument if you go slowly. Often, indeed, the novelty of it (for they have seldom met 
it before) delights them.

Do not attempt to water Christianity down. There must be no pretense that you can have it with the 
supernatural left out. So far as I can see, Christianity is precisely the one religion from which the 
miraculous cannot be separated. You must frankly argue for supernaturalism from the very outset.

The two popular “difficulties” you will probably have to deal with are these. (1) “Now that we know 
how huge the universe is and how insignificant the earth, it is ridiculous to believe that the universal 
God should be especially interested in our concerns.” in answer to this you must first correct their error 
about fact. The insignificance of earth in relation to the universe is not a modern discovery: nearly two 
thousand years ago Ptolemy (Almagest, bk 1, ch. V) said that in relation to the distance of the fixed 
stars earth must be treated as a mathematical point without magnitude. Secondly, you should point out 
that Christianity says what God has done for man; it doesn’t say(because it doesn’t know) what he has 
or has not done in other parts of the universe. Thirdly, you might recall the parable of the one lost 
sheep. If earth has been specially sought by God (which we don’t know) that may not imply that it is 
the most important thing in the universe, but only that it has strayed. Finally, challenge the whole 
tendency to identify size and importance. Is an elephant more important than a man, or a man’s leg 
more important than his brains?

(2) “People believed in miracles in the old days because they didn’t then know that they were contrary 
to the Laws of Nature.” But they did. If St. Joseph didn’t know that a virgin birth was contrary to 
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Nature (i.e. if he didn’t know the normal origin of babies), why, on discovering his wife’s pregnancy, 
was he “minded to put her away”? Obviously, no event would be recorded as a wonder unless the 
recorders knew the natural order and saw that this was an exception. If people didn’t yet know that 
the sun rose in the east, they wouldn’t be even interested in its once rising in the west. They would not 
record it as a miraculum--nor indeed record it at all. The very idea of “miracle” presupposes 
knowledge of the Laws of Nature; you can’t have the idea of an exception until you have the idea of a 
rule.

It is very difficult to produce arguments on the popular level for the existence of God. And many of the 
most popular arguments seem to me invalid. Some of these may be produced in discussion by friendly 
members of the audience. This raises the whole problem of the “embarrassing supporter.” It is brutal 
(and dangerous) to repel him; it is often dishonest to agree with what he says. I usually try to avoid 
saying anything about the validity of his argument in itself and reply, “Yes. That may do for you and 
me. But I’m afraid if we take that line our friend here on my left might say etc. etc.”

Fortunately, though very oddly, I have found that people are usually disposed to hear the divinity of 
our Lord discussed before going into the existence of God. When I began I used, if I were giving two 
lectures, to devote the first to mere theism; but I soon gave up this method because it seemed to arouse 
little interest. The number of clear and determined atheists to apparently not very large.

When we come to the Incarnation itself, I usually find that some form of the aut Deus amlus homo can 
be used. The majority of them start with the idea of the “great human teacher” who was deified by His 
superstitious followers. It must be pointed out how very improbable this is among Jews and how 
different to anything that happened to Plato, Confucius, Buddha, Mohammed. The Lord’s own words 
and claims (of which many are quite ignorant) must be forced home. (The whole case, on a popular 
level, is very well put in Chesterton’s The Everlasting Man.)

Something will usually have to be said about the historicity of the Gospels. You who are trained 
theologians will be able to do this in ways I could not. My own line was to say that I was a 
professional literary critic and I thought I did know the difference between legend and historical 
writing: that the Gospels were certainly not legends (in one sense they’re not good enough): and that 
if they are not history, then they are realistic prose fiction of a kind which actually never existed before 
the eighteenth century. Little episodes such as Jesus writing in the dust when they brought Him the 
woman taken in adultery (which have no doctrinal significance at all) are the mark.

One of the great difficulties is to keep before the audience’s mind the question of truth. They always 
think you are recommending Christianity not because it is true but because it is good. And in the 
discussion they will at every moment try to escape from the issue “true--false” into stuff about a good 
society, or morals, or the incomes of bishops, or the Spanish Inquisition, or France, or Poland--or 
anything whatever. You have to keep forcing them back, and again back, to the real point. Only thus 
will you be able to undermine (a) Their belief that a certain amount of “religion” is desirable but one 
mustn’t carry it too far. One must keep on pointing out that Christianity is a statement which, if false, is 
of no importance, and if true, of infinite importance. The one thing is cannot be is moderately 
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important. (b) Their firm disbelief of Article XVIII. Of course it should be pointed out that, though all 
salvation is through Jesus, we need not conclude that He cannot save those who have not explicitly 
accepted Him in this life. And it should (at least in my judgement) be made clear that we are not 
pronouncing all other religions to be totally false, but rather saying that in Christ whatever is true in all 
religions is consummated and perfected. But, on the other hand, I think we must attack wherever we 
meet it the nonsensical idea that mutually exclusive propositions about God can both be true.

For my own part, I have sometimes told my audience that the only two things really worth considering 
are Christianity and Hinduism. (Islam is only the greatest of the Christian heresies, Buddhism only the 
greatest of the Hindu heresies. Real paganism is dead. All that was best in Judaism and Platonism 
survives in Christianity.) There isn’t really, for an adult mind, this infinite variety of religions to consider. 
We may salva reverentia divide religions, as we do soups, into “thick” and “clear.” By thick I mean 
those which have orgies and ecstasies and mysteries and local attachments: Africa is full of thick 
religions. By clear I mean those which are philosophical, ethical, and universalizing: Stoicism, 
Buddhism, and the Ethical Church are clear religions. Now if there is a true religion , it must be both 
thick and clear: for the true God must have made both the child and the man, both the savage and the 
citizen, both the head and the belly. And the only two religions that fulfil this condition are Hinduism 
and Christianity. But Hinduism fulfils it imperfectly. The clear religion of the Brahman hermit in the 
jungle and the thick religion of the neighboring temple go on side by side. The Brahman hermit doesn’t 
bother about the temple prostitution nor the worshiper in the temple about the hermit’s metaphysics. 
But Christianity really breaks down the middle wall of the partition. It takes a convert from Central 
Africa and tells him to obey an enlightened universalist ethic: it takes a twentieth-century academic prig 
like me and tells me to go fasting to a mystery, to drink the blood of the Lord. The savage convert has 
to be clear: I have to be thick. That is how one knows one has come to the real religion.

One last word. I have found that nothing is more dangerous to one’s own faith than the work of an 
apologist. No doctrine of that faith seems to me so spectral, so unreal as the one that I have just 
successfully defended in a public debate. For a moment, you see, it has seemed to rest on oneself: as a 
result when you go away from the debate, it seems no stronger than that weak pillar. That is why we 
apologists take our lives in our hands and can be saved only by falling back continually from the web 
of our own arguments, as from our intellectual counters, into the reality--from Christian apologetics into 
Christ Himself. That also is why we need one another’s continual help--oremus pro invicem. (Let us pray 
for each other.)

END
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