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Where are we going?

Week One - What Are We Fighting For?/Defining Terms

Week Two - More What Are We Fighting For?

Week Three - What Should/Shouldn’t We DO?

Week Four - The Way Forward (@ Blackhawk, etc.)

Week Five - Panel
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What is worship?
After these things God tested Abraham 
and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, 
“Here I am.” 2 He said, “Take your son, 
your only son Isaac, whom you love, and 
go to the land of Moriah, and offer him 
there as a burnt offering on one of the 
mountains of which I shall tell you.” 
3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, 
saddled his donkey, and took two of his 
young men with him, and his son Isaac. 
And he cut the wood for the burnt 
offering and arose and went to the place 
of which God had told him. 4 On the 
third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and 
saw the place from afar.

Genesis 22:1-4
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Genesis 22:5-8
5 Then Abraham said to his young 
men, “Stay here with the donkey; I 
and the boy will go over there and 
worship and come again to you.” 
6 And Abraham took the wood of 
the burnt offering and laid it on 
Isaac his son. And he took in his 
hand the fire and the knife. So they 
went both of them together. 
7 And Isaac said to his father 
Abraham, “My father!” And he said, 
“Here I am, my son.” He said, 
“Behold, the fire and the wood, but 
where is the lamb for a burnt 
offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God 
will provide for himself the lamb for 
a burnt offering, my son.” So they 
went both of them together.
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2 Chronicles 7:1-3
“As soon as Solomon finished his 
prayer, fire came down from 
heaven and consumed the burnt 
offering and the sacrifices, and 
the glory of the Lord filled the 
temple. 2 And the priests could 
not enter the house of the Lord, 
because the glory of the Lord 
filled the Lord's house. 3 When 
all the people of Israel saw the 
fire come down and the glory of 
the Lord on the temple, they 
bowed down with their faces to 
the ground on the pavement and 
worshiped and gave thanks to the 
Lord, saying, ‘For he is good, for 
his steadfast love endures 
forever.’”
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Psalm 96:1-5
Oh sing to the Lord a new 
song;   sing to the Lord, all the 
earth! 

Sing to the Lord, bless his 
name; tell of his salvation from 
day to day.

Declare his glory among the 
nations, his marvelous works 
among all the peoples!

For great is the Lord, and 
greatly to be praised; he is to be 
feared above all gods.

For all the gods of the peoples 
are worthless idols, but the 
Lord made the heavens.
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Psalm 96:6-9

Splendor and majesty are before him;
strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.

Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the 
peoples, ascribe to the Lord glory and 
strength!

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his 
name; bring an offering, and come into 
his courts!

Worship the Lord in the splendor of 
holiness; tremble before him, all the 
earth!
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What is worship?
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What is worship?

“Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to 
God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. Do not neglect 
to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to 
God. Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch 
over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do 
this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to 
you.” - Hebrews 13:15-17
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in His image

“We were created continuously 
outpouring. Note that I did not say 
we were created to be continuous 
outpourers. Nor can I dare imply 
that we were created to worship. This 
would suggest that God is an 
incomplete person whose need for 
something outside himself (worship) 
completes his sense of himself. It 
might not even be safe to say that we 
were created for worship...
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in His image

 ...because the inference can be 
drawn that worship is a capacity 
that can be separated out and 
eventually relegated to one of 
several categories of being. I 
believe it is strategically important, 
therefore, to say that we were 
created continuously outpouring—
we were created in that condition, 
at that instant, imago Dei.”

  - Harold Best, Unceasing Worship
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“Worship is the continuous outpouring of all that I am, 
all that I do and all that I can ever become in light of a 
chosen or choosing god.” - Harold Best
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Opportunity
“The vast variety of 
expressions of 
worship to our ever-
worthy Savior is an 
incredible 
opportunity to 
proclaim the Gospel 
and express praise in 
new and fresh ways” 
http://www.relevantmagazine.com/god/
church/modern-worship-music-wars
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Salt and Fresh Water

The worship wars have had 
a profound impact -- 
personally and corporately

James 3:6-12
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Philippians 2:14-16

14 Do all things without 
grumbling or disputing, 
15 that you may be blameless 
and innocent, children of God 
without blemish in the midst of 
a crooked and twisted 
generation, among whom you 
shine as lights in the world, 
16 holding fast to the word of 
life, so that in the day of Christ 
I may be proud that I did not 
run in vain or labor in vain.
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1 Peter 5:1-5
So I exhort the elders among you, as a 
fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings 
of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory 
that is going to be revealed: shepherd the 
flock of God that is among you, exercising 
oversight,not under compulsion, but 
willingly, as God would have you; not for 
shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 not 
domineering over those in your charge, 
but being examples to the flock. 4 And 
when the chief Shepherd appears, you will 
receive the unfading crown of glory. 
5 Likewise, you who are younger, be 
subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, 
all of you, with humility toward one 
another, for “God opposes the proud but 
gives grace to the humble.”
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The person sitting next to 
you 

Social media, 
American Idol

The last thing on our 
minds when we 
worship should be 
ourselves

We must not assign 
spiritual value to our 
preferences
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ἐπαγωνίίζοµμαι

“Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to 
which you were called and about which you made the good 
confession in the presence of many witnesses.” (1 Timothy 6:12)

“Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our 
common salvation, I found it necessary to write appealing to you 
to contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the 
saints. 4 For certain people have crept in unnoticed who long ago 
were designated for this condemnation, ungodly people, who 
pervert the grace of our God into sensuality and deny our only 
Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.” (Jude 3,4)
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depending on the temperature

“The reason worship wars 
exist is because the church is 
fighting for something 
permanent when it is 
actually temporary.”                                               

- Ed Stetzer
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Let’s Have More Worship Wars

“What if the war looked like this in your congregation? What if the 
young singles complained that the drums are too loud, that they’re 
distracting the senior adults? What if the elderly people complained 
that the church wasn’t paying attention to the new movements in 
songwriting or musical style?”

- Russell Moore
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